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Editor’s Comments
In this issue, there are details of Board decisions
made for 2021. See the President’s Comments on
Page 2. There is a membership Zoom Virtual
Meeting at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, November 12.
Roy Hord will present 1995 on Norfolk Southern's
Pocahontas.
Watch for an email with details.
The next several meetings will likely also be Internet meetings. From my recent past experiences,
and with access to a computer, it is easy to logon
to such a meeting. See the details on Page 2.
See the Musings by CRRC Members on Page 6
which will serve to collect members’ thoughts and
questions in future Headlight & Markers.
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President’s Comments
September, 2020
By Chris Mayhew

The Cincinnati Railroad Club will open 2021 by not charging membership fees for the year.
The move, unanimously adopted by the board at an Oct. 8 meeting, was based on the suggestion of board member
and former president Bob Martin.
Existing members, whether regular or associate, will still receive CRRC membership cards. If anyone wants to
make a donation, we won't turn that away, but there will be no membership dues charged. The $12 extra to receive a printed version of Headlights and Markers will not be charged either in 2021. People on the printed H&M
mailing list already will still receive the printed version mailed to them.
The board, at Father Dale Peterka's suggestion, also approved the creation of a family assistance committee to
help people decide dispositions for collections. Father Dale, Jim Corbett and Tom Bredestege have volunteered to
serve on the committee. We will share more on the committee later with how to contact them etc.
I have, with board approval, re-appointed and appointed club officers and new foundation board members. Club
officers are: H&M Editor David Puthoff, Treasurer Jack Haap, Archivist Dave Bossart, Historian Dennis Teagle,
Librarian Paul Osborn. Former presidents Mike Weber and Randy Krumm were appointed to the foundation
board due to vacancy created by the passing of Otis Flinchpaugh, and to fill Gary Rolih's board spot. Gary declined at this time to serve. I thank him for all he has done for the club over the years. Maybe we could see one of
his stellar presentations again one day; I sure hope so.
Jack Haap's re-appointment as Treasurer will be a brief term as he has notified me of his intent to resign. This is a
big deal for the club, but we have some people willing and able to make a transition happen. Jack told me some of
his favorite memories was writing checks on the hood of a car in Ludlow so people could go get supplies for
CRRC steam trips. The club owes A LOT of thanks to Jack Haap. His selflessness as a club leader is a shining
example we can all strive to follow.
The club's board authorized me to at least look at the potential for an office/clubroom/library around town with
the understanding that we might not be ready to move for a few months on this with all that is going on in the
world. Longworth Hall is a possible option, as are multiple other ideas. Have a good idea? Drop me a line
at chris.mayhew611@gmail.com
The discussion for finding a new home has taken on a little more import now because Harmony Lodge has been
sold to the owner of Main Street Auction Gallery in Cincinnati. There will be no opportunity for the club to use
the hall as meeting space or anything else in the future.
The club will continue to hold Zoom membership meetings, with the next program being at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 12. Roy Hord will present 1995 on Norfolk Southern's Pocahontas District.
December's meeting will be 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 3rd, with Paul Grether giving a 15-minute update on a major station project on the Long Island Railroad. The rest of the program will be a potluck show your favorite 20
digital images. If you want to show digital images, you'll need to email your intention to do so
at cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com. Please put December CRRC meeting in the subject line. I will ensure people are
ready to show on Zoom, and that we have enough people interested in doing so digitally.
I'm hoping for, and looking forward to, the day we can all easily meet in person again as soon as possible, but
realistically I think we will be doing Zoom calls for a little while longer.
I've surely left out some things I could update people on, but there was much to share from this month's Board
meeting!
Thank you,

Chris Mayhew
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Amtrak News
By W. Mike Weber

Some Amtrak news in here and...
As of this morning many Amtrak trains are beginning to operate on a 3-times a week basis. This is pretty
much a failed idea from the 1970-era. Nobody is left at Amtrak from that era with facts and memories of
that failure. It is obvious that connections will be far less convenient if at all. State-supported trains will
not benefit from long-distance connections. And it looks like Amtrak is really socking it to the sleeping car
rider with higher fares. Amtrak promises this is all temporary. Maybe temporary —- if it destroys the longdistance system! The only real hope I see as of this writing is a COVID Relief bill that includes rail and transit
as well as another airline bailout. Next hope if that does not happen is 2021 appropriations in December of this
year with passenger rail funding. Stay tined.
Retirement. JANICE, the amazing CARDINAL attendant will pull the pin in November. Always upbeat and
outspoken, a friend to all on the train by the trip’s end!! May try to find out when her last runs are. MASK
UP!!
Literally as the CHIEF is being reduced to three times a week — more track work, bridge work, and welded
rail is happening in New Mexico. Remember this is where a previous Amtrak management wanted to quit the
train and run a bus Albuquerque to Newton, Kansas!! Public opinion won on that one with “across the aisle
support.”
New Siemens coaches are arriving in Chicago. BIG windows. To be used in State-Supported services. Chicago
to Wisconsin, Michigan, and Illinois for now. Sorry Ohio!!

From the High-Speed Rail Alliance on September 29:
On September 22, the U.S. House passed legislation that extends the 2015 FAST Act for a year. It will also
fund Amtrak through Dec. 11, based on a prorated share of its 2020 budget, which means roughly $138 million for the Northeast Corridor and $256 million for the national network trains.
Aside from eliminating the requirement that Amtrak’s food and beverage service turn a profit, the bill does
little to change Amtrak’s status quo.
Without new provisions by the Senate—which is expected to pass the bill easily—all but one of Amtrak’s
long-distance trains will be reduced from daily service to three times a week by late October. In June, a bipartisan group of senators—9 Republicans and 7 Democrats—pushed back on Amtrak’s plans to cut service on
the long-distance lines.
Congress has not yet responded to requests for emergency funding from Amtrak, including a request for $1.5
billion for the Northeast Corridor trains. Amtrak’s CEO, William Flynn, testified recently that the loss of ridership and revenue during the pandemic would result in “drastic measures” unless Congress approves nearly
$5 billion in relief by Oct. 1.
A second stimulus package is now Amtrak’s best hope for emergency relief and for restoring daily service on
the long-distance routes. Democrats in the House have begun working on a $2.4 trillion stimulus bill. Its prospects in the Senate are uncertain, but the legislation will likely include some level of emergency funding for
Amtrak.
With the extension of status-quo funding through Dec. 11, Amtrak’s FY 2021 budget will not be set until
Congress’s November session at the earliest.

September 2020
3

An Ode to Odie: Otis B. Flinchpaugh Jr. is Missed
By Chris Mayhew

The railroad world lost an enthusiastic and knowledgeable giant with the passing of Otis B. Flinchpaugh Jr.
Odie, as many knew him, was always an avid supporter of the Cincinnati Railroad Club and other railroad preservation groups.
An avid timetable and railroad paper collector, Otis shared his knowledge and collection in the production of multiple books including John Hauck’s Narrow Guage in Ohio about the Cincinnati, Lebanon & Northern, and for the
club-sponsored Some Cincinnati Railroads by John White that we still sell.
At CRRC meetings, Odie pulled up a chair to listen intently to the board discussions. When the program came on,
if you were in the back of the room you could hear Odie offering some verbal insights (and sometimes corrections). Otis’ passion for railroad history led to many hearty individual discussions with many members. If you had
the chance to talk railroading with Otis, you probably already know that you are better for having that experience.
He was a railroad man whose career, starting in sales with the New York Central, continued on through Penn Central and into Conrail days. He held many positions during his career on the railroad. Odie knew Morse code, and
how to use a telegraph. He could talk about operations from 50 years ago at the drop of a hat. And his hats, we all
remember that trademark of his. At the end of his career, he worked as a nighttime dispatcher for the Central of
Indiana in the 1990s.
Otis’ favorite railroad was Big Four Route (Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago and St. Louis Railway) that was incorporated into the New York Central. He could just as passionately talk about the C&O of Indiana, the B&O, Great
Northern, narrow gauge in the West, or really almost any railroad in the U.S., England or Australia. Somehow, he
could roll all this knowledge off quite easily.
I spoke to Otis in the evenings sometimes, and he described how his evenings were spent most of the time pouring
over documents and researching things about specific railroad operations all over the country. We talked about
how The Big Four/NYC and Southern Railway collaborated, to market and run many named passenger trains to
Cincinnati on the NYC, and from Cincinnati to Florida or elsewhere on the Southern. Many an author and railfan
researcher benefited from his research over the generations.
He talked about how the pre-1960s pulp Railroad Man’s Magazine, which carried several name variations, as an
overlooked way to gain insight from first-person railroader accounts of what it was truly like to work, and operate
a road in the steam era.
At CRRC meetings in later years, Otis and our H&M editor emeritus Jim Edmondston would be seen in the back
of the room chatting. Jim said that they unknowingly both interviewed for the same sales job at NYC in the mid1960s. Jim said he learned the job would involve a lot of travel, and opted not to take it as he had a family with
young children.
“When he (Otis) got into the railroad club, he told me that he worked for the Central and that he’d gotten a sales
job,” Jim said.
Jim said he figured out that he and Otis interviewed for the same job. Otis was always ready to travel.
Otis’ longtime friend Dick Baldwin, a board member of the National Association of Timetable Collectors, said
when they went to shows, he would scour for timetables.

“Otis would never get around to that, he was always talking to people, and that’s the Otis I know,” Baldwin said.
Many of us benefited from knowing Otis, who was quick to laugh and smile, and who even more quickly shared a
tidbit of knowledge with people willing to listen.
Otis B. Flinchpaugh Jr. , a U.S. Navy veteran, and friend to many was 84 when he passed in August. He will continue to be missed.
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AN ODE TO ODIE, Continued from Page 4

Otis at work for the Penn Central Railroad

Otis in August 1984, with No. 33 at Hocking Valley Scenic Railway

Photo from CRRC files

Otis at Last Day Tower A open, May 22, 2016
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MUSINGS BY CRRC MEMBERS
Editor’s Note: In the past months, we’ve probably all altered our plans and activities due to the scourge
of the COVID-19 virus. Everyone is invited to share their experiences in Headlight & Markers.
(Send them to headlight.markers@yahoo.com).
Herb Pence writes of his recent activities:
Living in New Hampshire, for 20-years I have volunteered as a streetcar operator at Seashore Trolley Museum,
Kennebunkport, Maine. With a creative Executive Director leading the charge, Seashore opened two-weeks
late. The State of Maine established opening rules for us, which we are following. I have down shifted to being a
docent once per week. My Seashore committee meetings are being held via ZOOM. Just attended two meetings
today, Saturday. Other Seashore work is being handled by telephone and e-mail. I do miss in-person, familiar
faces. Thanks for asking.

Herb Pence
************************************************************************************************

Jack Haap commented on Mike Rief’s article on Sante Fe Ohio, in last month’s H & M:
Mike Rief’s article in the latest H & M about Santa Fe Ohio got me interested, so I got my copy of the February,
1926 Railway Guide out and started looking:
One train a day in each direction ran through Santa Fe. NYC # 16 originated at St. Mary's Ohio at 7:40 AM, left
Santa Fe at 8:23 AM, departed from Bellefontaine at 8:53 and arrived at Columbus at 10:40 AM. NYC # 17 left
Columbus at 4:35 PM, left Bellefontaine at 6:17, Santa Fe at 6:57 and arrived at St. Mary's at 7:45 PM.
The miles from St. Mary's are: Santa Fe 22.4, Bellefontaine 39.6, Columbus 93.5.
I guess that folks that lived along the NYC line could go to Columbus for shopping, medical visits or business,
and return on # 17. At Bellefontaine they could transfer to a train going to Cleveland or Indianapolis.
Jack Haap
************************************************************************************************

Bill Boone has a question he would like to be answered:
I was walking on the new Wasson Way bike path. The second segment has opened up, and this second segment
goes from Madison Road to Montgomery. Along the path I saw that one of the railroad overpasses has a date of
1929. Also, a mural has been painted on the back of a Duke building. The back of a Duke energy building is
along the trail (the old right of way). It might have been wishful thinking on the part of the artists, but they painted a curved observation car similar to what ran on the Cincinnatian (as a small part of a large mural).
My question is—What railroad originally laid the track that the Wasson Way bike path follows, what year, and
did passenger trains every run on that track?

Bill Boone
If you can answer Bill’s question, send an email to: headlight.markers@yahoo.com, and we’ll publish it in
the next Headlight & Markers.
************************************************************************************************

Do you have an unanswered Cincinnati rail question? Email it to headlight.markers@yahoo.com,
and we’ll publish it in a future Headlight & Markers, and let CRRC members provide their answers.
Do you have a comment on an H & M article? Email it to headlight.markers@yahoo.com
September 2020
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THE MT. ADAMS INCLINE
By Charles H. Bogart
The photo of the Mt. Adams Incline in the June 2020 issue of Headlight and Markers brought back memories.
I was born in 1940 and thus was able to ride the Mt. Adams Incline before it closed. We lived at 613 Oak St.
in Newport and my grandfather and grandmother, Henry and Rose Nobbe, lived at 637 Oak St. While I was in
the first grade, 1946 - 1947, Grandma Nobbe and I had a monthly ritual. Every month, on what I think was the
first Saturday of the month, she would collect me and we would walk from Oak Street to 7 th and Washington,
a total of six blocks. Here we would catch a No. 11, Ft. Thomas streetcar, operated by the Cincinnati, Newport
& Covington Railway, or as it was known locally, The Green Line. Looking back, I have no idea why Grandma Nobbe began, at that time, to take me to the Cincinnati Art Museum.
Our route by streetcar to Cincinnati was north on Washington, turn left at Third Street, and turn right at York
Street to cross to Cincinnati via the Central Bridge. When traveling from Newport to Cincinnati, one would
say, “I’m going over the river.” Once in Cincinnati, it was up Broadway to Fourth Street where the car turned
left for Walnut Street. At Walnut Street the car turned left for Third Street where it turned right to duck into
the lower level of Dixie Terminal. All Campbell County cars used the lower level of Dixie Terminal while
Kenton County cars used the upper level. When I was a child, the Campbell County level was used by streetcars and buses and the Kenton County level by streetcars, buses, and trolley buses.
A ride over the Central Bridge by a Green Line streetcar would provide one with a great view of the Cincinnati Public Landing. From the bridge, one could catch a view of the Green Line wharf boat, a different Green
Line, with perhaps the Tom Green or Chris Green tied up to it. These two packet boats ran in the CincinnatiLouisville trade until 1947 when this trade ended. They were replaced by the Delta Queen, which operated
only in overnight cruising. Upstream of the Green Line wharf boat was the landing for the Island Queen. I
never rode a Green Line boat but, in the first grade I rode the Island Queen with my St. Stephens’ classmates
to “Catholic School Day” at Coney Island. At our 50th class reunion, the ride on the Island Queen became a
topic of conversation and everyone who rode the Island Queen to Coney Island that day had a story to tell
about that trip.
Now for a comment on paying your fare to ride a Green Line streetcar: When traveling to Cincinnati, you paid
when you got off the car. When traveling to “The End of the Line” in Kentucky, you paid when you got on
the car. This was due to the fact that Green Line had configured Dixie Terminal to be the point at which one
Dixie Terminal was to me, then and still is, one of the most beautiful buildings in the world. The dark, dank
basement that the #11 Ft. Thomas car pulled into was divided into two sections separated by a ticket booth or,
more correctly, a booth from which one could purchase fare tokens or have change made. The east section was
for unloading and the west section for loading. To leave the Campbell County Terminal to reach downtown
Cincinnati, one had to put a coin or a token in a turnstile. One then walked up a ramp from the Campbell
County Terminal’s basement level to the Kenton County Terminal’s first floor entrance. Here one entered a
marble palace. The Kenton County Terminal level had a lunch counter, various small convenient type stores,
and a newsstand that sold the best red apples and comic books. There was also a newsstand at the Campbell
County Terminal boarding area, but its red apples always tasted of diesel fumes.
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THE MT. ADAMS INCLINE, Continued from Page 7
We would walk up the magnificent marble staircases from the Kenton County Terminal entrance to the Fourth
Street level, which to me was like a Greek temple, with the railroad ticket offices on the mezzanine. After exiting Dixie Terminal, we would walk up Walnut Street to Fifth Street and catch a Cincinnati Railway Company’s #49 Zoo – Eden Park streetcar. All I remember of this ride is that we went through an industrial area before we would arrive at the foot of the Mt. Adams Incline. We always sat near the front of the car. At first
Grandma got out with me to ride on the inclines’ platform to the top of the hill, but after it turned cold, I stood
on the platform by myself. I always looked for where my dad worked, Cincinnati Typesetting Company at 430
Commercial Square. Grandma had pointed this building out to me numerous times. My dad worked as a linotype operator; you can see his machine at the Cincinnati History Center Museum. His hours of work were 8
AM to 5 PM, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday; 8 AM to 8 PM on Wednesday; and 8 AM to Noon on
Saturday. There were no vacation days and he made $.75 an hour.
At the Cincinnati Art Museum we would get off the #49 streetcar and walk up to the museum. Here Grandma
would meet her two sisters, Aunt Flo and Aunt Emma. The three of them would go to the museum’s dining
room to eat and talk, while I had the run of the museum. I had some favorite spots to visit which included the
ancient coins, the Greek and Egyptian art, the medieval armor room, the glass gallery, and the 19th century art
work. Think of this. I was 6 years old when Grandma first took me to the Cincinnati Art Museum and just
turned me loose to wander around on my own. Somehow, I always made it back to the entrance hall when
Grandma was ready to leave.

Our return trip to Newport was accomplished by hopping onto a #49 car at the Art Museum for a ride down
the incline. Once again, I would be outside on the platform as we descended to the bottom of the hill. After
arriving at Fountain Square, we walked over to Dixie Terminal to catch a #11 Ft. Thomas streetcar back to
Newport. At the Kenton County Terminal newsstand, which was located before one paid at the turnstile to enter into the loading area, unlike the Campbell County Terminal newsstand, which was located on the other
side of the turnstile, Grandma would give me a nickel and I had to choose between a red apple or a comic
book. Uncle Scrooge always won out over an apple. When my parents and I did our monthly streetcar trip to
Cincinnati to visit my Dad’s mother who lived in the Over-the-Rhine area, upon return to Dixie Terminal to
head for Newport, I got a nickel for an apple not for a comic book. We did not get a car until 1948 when my
parents bought a Kaiser.
At Dixie Terminal after one walked down to the Campbell County Terminal level, one had to stop and drop a
token into the turnstile to reach the loading area. Here we would wait to board a #11 streetcar. On blustery
days, the wind would rush through the terminal’s open portals to freeze those waiting for their bus or the #11
streetcar.
Sometimes, when crossing the Central Bridge from Cincinnati to Newport, one could look over to the left and
see a train going over the Louisville & Nashville Bridge. What was even neater was for the streetcar, while on
3rd Street, to go under the approach to the L&N Bridge with a train on it. Grandma Nobbe and I would deboard from the Green Line streetcar at 6th and Washington and walk back to Oak Street via 6th Street. She
would enter her house at 637 Oak and send me on down the street to 613 Oak. No! she did not stand outside to
see if I made it home safely.
After I entered second grade, Grandma stopped taking me with her to Cincinnati for her visit with her sisters.
This, I suspect, was because Aunt Emma moved from Oakley to Price Hill and Aunt Flo from the top of Vine
Street to Washington Park. It was only in 1962 when I was out of the Navy, going to Thomas More University, then named Villa Madonna College, and had a 1958 Chevrolet Bel Air (I paid $99 for the car in January
1962) that I once again began to visit the Cincinnati Art Museum. I always enjoyed exploring the museum’s
various rooms to look at the paintings and objects on display. However, some years ago, the powers to be destroyed the Art Museum when they did a renovation and got rid of the medieval armor.
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THE MT. ADAMS INCLINE, Continued from Page 8

A view from the Walnut Street entrance back into Dixie Terminal.
The mezzanine floor was behind the upper arches. Two staircases gave access to the ground floor with its cafeteria, shops, newsstand, entrance to the Green Line’s Kenton County Terminal, and
the ramp down to the Green Line’s Campbell County Terminal.

Dixie Terminal at the corner of Third and
Walnut Streets. The arch doorway is the
Walnut Street entrance. The windows on
the Third Street side that increase in size
as they descended mark the floor level
on which the Green Line’s Kenton County Terminal was located.

A Route #49 streetcar, in this winter view of the Mt. Adam’s
Incline, is seen descending to Eggleston Avenue for the
journey to Fountain Square.

A view of the Cincinnati Art Museum. The tracks of the
Route 49 streetcar can be seen just below the road
that climbs to the Art Museum. There is a streetcar
hidden in the trees beyond the far intersection.
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Railfan’s Diary
Glimpses of the 1960’s
By Jim Mixter
Last month I listed some notable consists I had jotted down as a 15-year-old railfan in 1966, mostly around
Cincinnati. At the time, passenger service was on the decline, but there were still two trains on many Cincinnati routes. RPO contracts and express service were holding financial losses down, though these revenue
sources would soon disappear. Sleeping car, dining, and lounge services were being cut back. Here are a few
more trains, and we’ll see if I have enough variety for a third or fourth article in this series, unless the editor
says, “Enough with the consists already!”
We’ll start with a New Year’s holiday-lengthened Cincinnatian:
B&O Cincinnati-Detroit Cincinnatian, January 2, 1966 at Winton Place
RPO

43

B&O

Baggage

633

B&O

Coach

1619

C&O

See below

Coach-Lunch Counter

3067

B&O

Heavyweight

Coach

1614

C&O

Coach

1615

C&O

The affiliated C&O/B&O had favored several B&O
trains by assigning spare C&O 1600-series streamlined coaches in place of B&O heavyweights

Coach

1620

C&O

B&O had removed the sleepers from its overnight trains from Cincinnati to St. Louis and Detroit, leaving
them with no amenities. The RPO and express business probably kept these trains profitable.
B&O Cincinnati-Detroit Night Express, January, 1966 at Cincinnati Union Terminal
Baggage

3027

New Haven

RPO

90

B&O

Baggage

658

B&O

Baggage

601

B&O

Baggage

661

B&O

Baggage

1735

B&O

Coach

3620

B&O

Rebuilt (streamlined) heavyweight

The Washington-St. Louis “Metropolitan” was described in the Official Guide as “These are primarily
mail trains,” and indeed, like the Night Express, they probably still made money at this point. Fleet-afoot
passengers could buy food and beverages at several stops with 15-30 minute dwell time.
B&O St. Louis-Washington Metropolitan, March 20, 1966 at Winton Place

Baggage

605

B&O

Baggage

383

C&O

RPO

71

B&O

Baggage

686

B&O

Coach

3547

B&O

Rebuilt (streamlined) heavyweight

Coach

3593

B&O

Rebuilt (streamlined) heavyweight

Coach

3543

B&O

Rebuilt (streamlined) heavyweight
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Railfan’s Diary, Continued from Page 10

By this time, the St. Louis-Washington premier train was the George Washington, running on the B&O from
St. Louis to Cincinnati and the C&O from Cincinnati to Washington. The dining car coming from St. Louis
was replaced at Cincinnati by another diner and presumably restocked overnight. Several times, the Cincinnati
Railroad club was able to arrange to have dinner before the car was moved to the yards for servicing. B&O
attached a coach to it, in which we held our regular meeting after dinner. The Union Terminal staff even lettered a concourse level departure board roller “Dinner in the Diner.” This was service!! The thrifty B&O rebuilt numerous heavyweight cars at its Mt. Clare shops in Baltimore—on its 1966 roster, only 6 of 17 dining
cars were lightweight cars (four purchased from the NYC), and only 8 of its 90 coaches were lightweights.
Diner 1084 below was totally rebuilt in 1954 for the Capital Limited and later assigned to the National Limited.
B&O/CRRC “Dinner in the Diner,” March 3, 1966 at Cincinnati Union Terminal

Dining Car

1084

B&O

Rebuilt (streamlined) heavyweight

Coach

3650

B&O

Rebuilt (streamlined) heavyweight

There were still some special movements, especially troop movements running on regular trains. When
there were troop movements and connections made in Cincinnati, Union Terminal opened additional counter
sections in its restaurant. Here’s what then was normally a coach-only B&O train:
B&O Detroit-Cincinnati Night Express, May 7 1966 at Cincinnati Union Terminal
Coach

3515

B&O

Rebuilt (streamlined) heavyweight

Coach

3548

B&O

Rebuilt (streamlined) heavyweight

Sleeper

Poplar City

Seaboard Air Line

Heavyweight

Sleeper

Fin Park

Pullman Company

Heavyweight

Sleeper

Poplar Road

Seaboard Air Line

Heavyweight

Sleeper

New Portage

Seaboard Air Line

Heavyweight

Sleeper

Ashtabula County

NYC

13 Bedroom lightweight

Moving to the C&O, here is the St. Louis-Washington George Washington after it had assumed the through
train role from the National Limited and left the latter as a short Cincinnati-Baltimore run. Two B&O cars
which were previously regulars on the National Limited were now part of the “George.”
C&O St. Louis-Washington George Washington, April 22, 1966 at Cincinnati Union Terminal
Baggage

308

C&O

Coach

1644

C&O

Coach

1634

C&O

Movie Coach*

5506

B&O

Sleeper

City of Lexington

C&O

Slumber-Room Coach

Oriole

B&O

16 duplex roomettes 4 double bedrooms

Lunch Counter Observation Lounge

1922

C&O

Built for the stillborn Chessie

Baggage

268

C&O

Baggage

211

C&O

Baggage

290

C&O
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Railfan’s Diary, Continued from Page 11

I’ll wrap this consist installment up with a biggie. Last month I profiled the 20-car City of Miami, the
every-other-day IC/C of G/ACL Chicago-Florida luxury streamliner and its matched winter season
consist in IC livery. Its every-other-day counterpart, the South Wind, operated over the Pennsylvania,
L&N, and ACL; its winter season consist was almost as impressive, though its cars ran in the colors of
the owning railroads. I rode it from Jacksonville to Louisville as two junior high school teachers
brought us back home from a spring break trip to Florida.

ACL/L&N-Pennsylvania Florida-Chicago South Wind, April 1, 1966 at Jacksonville
Baggage

150

ACL

(car line #)

(Cars Miami-Chicago unless noted)

Sleeper

9030

SP

SW 97

Built for the Cascade

Sleeper

Imperial Bird

UP

SW 96

Dome Sleeper

309

NP

SW 95

Sleeper-Lounge

Balsam Falls

PRR

SW 94

Full Dining Car

4614

PRR

Built for the Liberty Limited

Kitchen/Dorm

4615

PRR

Built for the Liberty Limited

Sleeper

Northampton County

ACL

SW 93

In PRR colors

Sleeper

Florida Traveler

ACL*

SW 92

From Sarasota on at Jacksonville. *Built for the

Sleeper

Chimney Creek

PRR

SW 91

From St. Petersburg on at Jacksonville

Sleeper

Tippecanoe Rapids

PRR

SW 90

Jacksonville-Chicago

Coach

228

ACL

SW 5

Coach

4055**

PRR

SW 4

**Rebuilt (streamlined) heavyweight

Coach-Lounge

1152

PRR

SW 3

Built for the Cincinnati Limited!

Coach

4054**

PRR

SW 2

From Sarasota on at Jacksonville

Coach

239

ACL

SW 1

From St. Petersburg on at Jacksonville
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John Biehn’s Steam News For July 2020
Courtesy of Jim Corbett
Nevada Northern News...This past Labor Day was a big day at the Nevada Northern National Historical
Landmark in Ely, Nevada. For the first time in over sixty-two years, locomotive 81 had a fire in her belly.
Locomotive 81 was delivered to the Nevada Northern in April 1917. She was built for the Nevada Northern
by the Baldwin Locomotive Works. After forty-one years of service, she was retired and put on display at
the White Pines Public Museum and sat out in the elements for over thirty years. No. 81, a 2-8-0, was
moved back to the Nevada Northern engine house in 1990. She patiently waited there for her turn for
restoration. In 2014, she was evaluated for restoration and after a thorough inspection, it was revealed
she would be an excellent candidate for restoration.
It is important that her first fire up would happen on Labor Day. Locomotive 81 was and is a testament to
American labor. A steam locomotive requires workers that know and understand skills and techniques
that are dying out. These workers were (and still are) some of the most highly skilled craftsmen in America.
They had to be...steam locomotives are high maintenance machines with few interchangeable parts.
Today, the Nevada Northern is teaching those mechanical skills to the next generation.
Workers at the Nevada Northern still have lots of work to do on locomotive 81 but they can see the finish
line. Locomotive 81 will be operating in 2021. If you would like to help with a donation to get No. 81
running, please go to https://nnry.com
Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge News...The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad has ruled out
the possibility of making it to Silverton this year, but announced it will continue its limited trips to the Cascade
station for the remainder of the 2020 season, now until October 31. The railroad is offering a minimum of
five steam and diesel powered locomotive excursions from the Rockwood station, about eighteen miles
north of Durango, to the Cascade station, about a two hour round trip ride. Trains will run from Tuesday to
Saturday as long as conditions allow.
The D&SNG cited a number of complications that keep locomotives from running the full fifty mile trek. First,
the COVID-19 pandemic first shut down the railroad earlier this year. When regulations were relaxed the
railroad was allowed to operate at a fifty percent capacity, but railroad officials said running the full Durango
to Silverton trip with half the passengers would be financially unfeasible.
The situation worsened in June when a massive rainstorm washed out the D&SNG's bridge at Elk Creek,
about five miles south of Silverton, effectively cutting off train service to the mountain town. Railroad officials
had estimated it could take eight to sixteen weeks to repair. But the U.S. Forest Service on July 2, ordered
the railroad to stop any repair work, saying plans needed to first be approved by the agency. On July 27, the
Forest Service said repairs could continue.
Finally, there's one more issue at hand. The Forest Service stopped an extensive fire mitigation project that
sought to clear any vegetation or trees that may start a fire on the 100 foot right of way on each side of the
railroad track. The D&SNG and Forest Service have yet to resolve the matter. If there's no mitigation on the
tracks, then there's liability because the potential for a fire is higher.
The D&SNG said in a statement recently that it will continue efforts to resume service to Silverton in 2021.
(Thanks to Jonathon Romeo, Durango Herald, via Tom Schultz)

Western Maryland Scenic Railroad News...COVID-19 has had a tremendous impact on Allegany County's
most visual, audible and ground shaking community driver: the Western Maryland Scenic Railroad. Like
many businesses in the region, the Western Maryland has endured an abrupt shut down and subsequent
restrictions during the COVID-19 pandemic.
As the railroad studied how guidelines and precautions could be implemented into its operations, it invested
in a new website and ticketing system, acquired several vintage passenger cars and restarted the restoration
of the Western Maryland steam locomotive No. 1309. With the task of restoring the 2-6-6-2 entering its final
phase, the railroad has decided to reopen again in 2021.
This summer No. 1309 was re-wheeled and test fired as part of the massive 400 ton machine's meticulous
restoration process. Following these milestones, No. 1309 will be test fired sporadically during the next
quarter to verify its reliability and make adjustments in anticipation of a busy 2021.
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Additionally, track, grade crossings and railroad infrastructure improvement projects are underway to enhance
the railroad's operations. The communities of Cumberland and Frostburg will continue to benefit from the
presence of the Western Maryland Scenic Railroad as No. 1309 will capture the imagination and excitement of
tens of thousands of visitors when Maryland Thunder journeys up the mountain.
(Thanks to John Garner, Executive Director of Operations WMSR)
Steam Railroading Institute News..In Accordance with both local and state health officials, the Steam
Railroading Institute has decided not to operate any excursions on 2020. This includes the annual Fall Color
Tours and the North Pole Express which is normally powered by Pere Marquette 2-8-4 No. 1225. The operation
of excursion trains is identified among the highest risk activities associated with the spread of COVID-19, which
includes bringing large groups of people together in enclosed spaces for an extended period of time.
This is the first time in sixteen years the historic North Pole Express will not be offered. Every year, thousands
of guests come to Owosso, Michigan to experience the nostalgic Christmas adventure and this announcement
is very disappointing. To help the SRI with expenses and funds lost due to the canceled trips, please consider
a donation. Go to michigansteamtrain.com/save-our-train
(Thanks to the Steam Railroading Institute)
Northern Pacific 924...In celebration of a social distant Snoqualmie Railroad Days Lite, the Northwest Railway
Museum introduced to the community newly certified steam locomotive No. 924, an 1899 Rogers built 0-6-0
that served the Northern Pacific Railway in Washington State until 1923. It then continued in service for the
Inland Empire Paper Company until being donated to the museum in 1969.
Locomotive 924 has been undergoing rehabilitation and restoration for more than five years. On Saturday,
August 15, it finally had the opportunity to "strut her stuff" on the main track.
This operation was technically just a testing day and was planned to check out or prove all the work that had
been performed up until that time. The locomotive was accompanied by a combine car with several observers,
and diesel locomotive No. 4024 to provide a light breaking load as desired, and to allow for safe backup
movements. The day was a spectacular success. The only issues evident were already known to the 924's
team. The last time 924 propelled itself up a main track, Jimmy Carter was president. That was in 1979, when
the 924 was on loan to the Chehalis-Centralia Railroad and the 924 steamed its way down to the Burlington
Northern mainline to greet British Columbia's Royal Hudson No. 2860 as it passed by on a tourism promotion
tour. The August 15th run was also an opportunity to continue the training process for crew members new to
steam. The original plans for Snoqualmie Railroad days 2020 was to mark substantial completion of the 924 with
steam powered excursions. Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic allowed only social distant viewing of the
locomotive. In the near future, No.924 will be getting some plumbing and running gear adjustments.The tender
will be painted. The sand dome will be re-installed. Lastly, the volunteer crews will be practicing their wood
chopping and chucking skills!
(Thanks to Tom Schultz)
Age Of Steam Roundhouse News...The Age of Steam Roundhouse announced recently that it was the high
Bidder for an unusual Camelback steam locomotive. This rare Camelback type of locomotive No. 1187 is a
former Philadelphia & Reading Railroad 0-4-0 steam switcher built in 1903 by the Baldwin Locomotive Works.
It was designed to burn the smokeless anthracite "hard coal" found in deposits across the eastern part of
Pennsylvania. No. 1187 was the last Camelback steam locomotive in regular Interstate Commerce Commission
service, and is one of only three in existence, all the others having been scrapped and melted down by the
mid-1950s. Upon arrival at the Age of Steam Roundhouse Museum early last month, the locomotive was
carefully unloaded and became the museum's 23rd steam locomotive. Even though No. 1187 appeared in rough
shape upon arrival, the museum has all its parts except for its wood cab that has rotted away. "Luckily, included
with the locomotive's purchase is the original drawing of 1187's cab, That will be a huge help in Age of Steam's
cosmetic restoration of this rare little switcher," said Tim Sposato, CMO of Age of Steam.
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"The addition of this historically significant locomotive to the museum's collection was important due to founder
Jerry Joe Jacobson's long desire to acquire, restore and display this locomotive at the Age of Steam Roundhouse,"
Stated Executive Director Noel Poirier.
Construction of the beautiful Age of Steam Roundhouse was completed in 2012 by Jerry and Laura Jacobson of
Sugarcreek, Ohio. The museum is an 18 stall roundhouse and back shop complex that is used to restore and display
Jacobson's stable of iron horses.which is believed to be the world's largest privately owned collection of steam locos.
(Thanks to Age of Steam Roundhouse Museum)
Reading and Northern Update...Reading No. 2102 is a 4-8-4 "Northern" type steam locomotive. No. 2102 was
originally built in 1923 by the Baldwin Locomotive Works as a 2-8-0 numbered No. 2022. She was rebuilt in
1945 as a 4-8-4 and used for freight service on the Reading Railroad until 1956. In 1985, No. 2102 was moved to
Reading, Pennsylvania and purchased by Andy Muller for his Blue Mountain & Reading tourist railroad in
Hamburg, Pennsylvania. Locomotive 2102 is now at the Reading & Northern Shops at Port Clinton undergoing
restoration to operating condition.
2102 Update: The last two months have been extremely busy at the steam shop. The 425 and 2102 successfully
completed hydrostatic tests with the FRA. Work has accelerated on the 2102 and much work has been completed.
The ash pan is back under the firebox and welded in, and new grates are being installed as we speak. The stoker
engine repairs are completed along with the stoker jet manifold. The trailing truck rockers received a lot of work
and were the last item to be completed to let the locomotive down off the jacks. On August 28, the locomotive was
moved outside for the first time in four years. This was done to place the engine over the pit for needed maintenance.
The repairs to the throttle valves and seats have been completed and the throttle quadrant is installed.
The tender and cab were also moved inside to continue needed repairs. The tender received a new hand brake and
repaired rigging. Repairs were also made to the coal grates, toolboxes and we are in the process of rewiring the
entire tender. Workers are currently fabricating brackets to hold water treatment containers on top of the tender.
Repairs have been completed to all front end components including the cyclone, exhaust nozzle plates and
smokebox doors. The front is complete and assembled including the headlight. Work has just begun to assemble
the first of two air pumps. Seal welding the tubes and flues has begun on the rear tube sheet. Stay tuned for
exciting updates in the coming months. For more updates, pictures and videos, visit the 2102 Updates tab of the
railroad's website www.rbmnrr-passenger.com
(Thanks to Reading & Northern Railroad via Alex Mayes)
Locomotive Display Needs Help...The Pioneer Park Historical Complex in Rhinelander, Wisconsin is a
treasure filled with local history. At the complex is Engine No. 5...lovingly called "5 Spot." This 2-8-0 locomotive
is a narrow gauge steam engine that was designed and built by the Baldwin Locomotive Works in 1925 for the
Brown Robbins Lumber Company of Rhinelander. The Robbins Lumber Company was later acquired by the
Thunder Lake Lumber Company who operated the engine as a log hauler and a common carrier until logging
operations ended in 1941. Engine No. 5 was then sold to a Mexican mining company until it was donated to the
Colorado Railroad Museum in 1972. A year later, the locomotive came back to Rhinelander and was placed
in Pioneer Park for display. An important fund raising drive has begun to help save the locomotive from
sinking into the ground. Over the last 50 years, the coal burning locomotive has slowly sunk, tarnishing the
wheels and track. The complex hopes to raise $65,000. That money will not only help them build a new
foundation for the train to sit on, but also provide a cover to save it from the Wisconsin elements. If you
would like to help with a donation, please go to www.rhinelandercommunityfoundation.com
(Thanks to WSAW-TV via Tom Schultz)
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P.O. Box 14157
Cincinnati, OH 45250-0157

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

November 2020 Meeting
The next Club meeting will take place on November 12th, the 2nd Thursday of the
month at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom. Check for emails. and read the Presidents Comments for
additional information.
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