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Queensgate Yard
Queensgate Yard is getting new trackage. A pile of
old splintered ties is sitting in the bowl under the
hump; an equal pile is to the left. I think Senco is doing the work. I saw a string of 30 Herzog hoppers
loaded with new ballast alongside. They are also doubling the size of the Diesel Shop. The steel infrastructure was up on 9/29.
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Cincinnati Railroad Club News
October 4, 2018
By Randy Krumm

PROGRAMS AT FUTURE MEETINGS
November 1st
Hamlin

Wallace W. Abbey’s Cincinnati Union Terminal Photos from the 1950s – George

December 6th

Show Your 20 Best Slides or Digital Photos – All Club Members!

January 3rd

Evolution of Steam Engine Design: the 4-4-0 to the 4-6-6-4 – Fr. Dale Peterka

TRIPS & EVENTS
October 13th & 14th NMRA’s Cincinnati Model Train & Trade Show, 11am – 5pm, Lakota West
High School, 8940 Union Centre Blvd, West Chester, Ohio. We will be selling
Club books & merchandise, and distributing Membership Applications, Flyers for
our November Program and copies of H&M with a special offer to join the Club.
We need YOU to help staff our table each day; this is a great way to meet fellow
Railfans and help grow membership in YOUR organization! If can help out, and did
not already sign up at our October 4th meeting, please send an email message to Dennis Teagle at: walleywins@fuse.net.
October 21st

Amtrak’s Cardinal to Hinton, WV, to see the New River Train arrive and depart,
and enjoy other activities during our 7-hour layover: street festival, railroad displays,
model trains, etc. You must purchase your own Amtrak ticket, for departures on
Sunday, October 21st:
#50 - Depart Cincinnati @ 3:27 am, Arrive Hinton, WV @ 10:34 am
#51 - Depart Hinton @ 6:06 pm, Arrive Cincinnati @ 1:31 am (on 10/22)

October 27th

Free Books and VHS Tapes! The Club’s Board has decided to distribute our entire
collection of VHS Tapes, along with duplicate Books, to Club Members. This event
will take place at our space in the large brick warehouse building located at 1455
Dalton Ave (a short distance north of Union Terminal). We will gather shortly before 11 am in the building’s rear parking lot, and go up to our space together
promptly at 11 am. Don’t be late! The books and tapes will be spread out on tables
for your selection. BRING YOUR OWN SHOPPING BAGS OR BOXES, as
none will be provided. We expect to be done by 11:30. Leftover tapes will go in
the dumpster, and remaining books will be donated to the Cincinnati-Hamilton County Library.

November 17th

80th Anniversary Annual Banquet at the Manor House Restaurant, Springdale,
OH. Our Program, Abbey Beyond CUT, will be presented by noted author/editor/
publisher Kevin P. Keefe. We will enjoy a presentation of Wallace W. Abbey’s railroad images from across the United States, a natural follow-up to our November 1st
program focusing solely on Mr. Wallace’s photography of Cincinnati Union Terminal.
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News From The President
By Mike Weber
Members:
I am writing this as of last day of September.
Hinton. getting too much sleep? We can fix that. Join us October 21 on the fantastic CARDINAL
for a round trip to Hinton, West Virginia. You know the plan. Cardinal departs Cincinnati at 3:15 am. We
spend the day in Hinton visiting the RR Museum, watching the NEW RIVER TRAIN arrive and DEPART. Found a good restaurant in town but the town is also full of vendors all day. Always a fun day.
Ticketing on your own. This will be one of your last chances to use Cincinnati Union Station Trailers!!
The way I read our bylaws (which we printed liberally this year and distributed) those ELECTED in
Novembers will nominate members for the position of president. That would be those NEWLY elected.
They nominate the 2019 presidential selection. This fortunate individual will need the co-operation and
general help from many of you. You might ask this 'How can I Help?'. Internal bickering over the tower or anything else NOT helpful! But lets help those you elect!! This group has always met because
we share a common interest in trains. Not for anything much else. There will certainly be decisions in
2019 that manifest how we share that interest.
November Banquet.
Today we have two potential speakers giving us a maybe. Hopefully this is resolved by the
time you read this.!!
November program
A great chance to build membership. The Wally Abbey program should be of interest to rail fans,
photographers, historians, preservationists, architects and more. Bring a friend. Bring a family member. Increase the base of this club!!
This is written 5 days before the October meeting. Everyone is interested in Tower A. To some degree or other. But we are certainly chugging along without it. The Tower ( or Holy
Place as some believe) would certainly be that feature that makes the club distinct. As we all have an
image when Marion is mentioned!! On the other hand I am very familiar with a happy group with
no printed newsletter, no dues, no meeting spot. That is how they have chosen to run their very happy
group of rail fans. I certainly believe we need a regular meeting spot.
Stay tuned. I believe it is safe to say the new Board and President will be making contact with
the museum center regarding the tower.
Some thoughts.. fire code will certainly be enforced this time. Tower not ADA. Should we be expected
to pay the same square foot rent as an establishment on say , "C"?. I don't think so. More than one
member has come forth with progressive suggestions. I feel these ideas and others will be explored
by your club directors in 2019.
Am I moving?? Well, with both kids in the Northwest I am always looking around out there. With all
due respect when I am in my 80's I would rather have them around than even you folks. Plus lots
of passenger rail! But, no hurry. And in my dreams I would keep a place (small) in Cincinnati,
Thank You... W. Mike Weber President 2018 and short timer.
************************************************************************************************

Election Results
Effective January 1st, new additions to the Board will be Jack Clock and Tom Bredestege, replacing retiring
Board members Charlie Causey and (current Club President) Mike Weber. Club Officers for 2019 will be:
Randy Krumm, President; Mike Rief, Vice President; Tom Bredestege, Secretary; Jack Haap, Treasurer.
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A Visit To Williston, North Dakota

By Charles H. Bogart
Mary Ann has a nephew who moved from Cincinnati, Ohio, to Williamson, North Dakota, to operate a child
care center and practice law. Williston was and remains the center of the fracking oil boom that has touched
western North Dakota and eastern Montana. The town still remains a cattle and grain export center, but oil is
now the driving force of its economy. The Empire Builder calls twice a day at the Williston Depot and the local BNSF Yard is busy sorting and moving empty grain cars to local grain storage silos and moving full grain
cars to east or west coast markets, plus sorting empty and full oil tank cars. The city also serves as a crew
change point for BNSF stack trains and other trains make a cross country journey through North Dakota and
Montana to various markets.

BNSF 6500 and BNSF 5831, both GE ES44AC, are caught heading east with a grain train.

(Continued on Page 5)
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(A Visit to Williston, North Dakota...Continued from Page 4)

Above and below: A view west past the Williston Depot. A manifest freight train headed
by BNSF 6309, a GE ES44AC, and BNSF 9631, a GM SD70MAC, have just pulled into
the Yard. The crew has just climbed down and entered the depot. Some ten minutes later
the train departed with a new crew.

(Continued on Page 6)
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(A Visit to Williston, North Dakota... Continued from Page 5)

Above and below: Working the east end of the Williston Yard was BNSF 2725, a GM GP39-2,
while parked in a pocket track were BNSF 698, a GE C44-9W; BNSF 2905, a GM GP39-2R;
BNSF 2952, a GM GP39-2; and BNSF 2089, a GM GP38-2.
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(A Visit to Williston, North Dakota... Continued from Page 6)

Parked at a nearby grain elevator was Horizon Resource ILSX 1362, a EMD GP9m.

A view east toward the oil storage tank farm on the outskirts of Williston.
(Continued on Page 8)
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(A Visit to Williston, North Dakota... Continued from Page 7)

This set of BNSF GM GP38-2 locomotives, BNSF 2310 and an unknown, were found tied
down next to a ballast train at the west end of the Williston Yard.

Preparing to head west from the Williston Yard were a grain train headed by BNSF 2795, a GM
GP39-2, and a stack train lead by BNSF 3846, a GE ET44C4. This photo was taken from a
public road that leads to a water treatment plant.
(Continued on page 9)
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(A Visit to Williston, North Dakota... Continued from Page 8)

BNSF 7926, a GE ES44DC; BNSF 745, GE C44-9W; BNSF 6771, a GE ES44C4; and BNSF
7198, a GE ES44C4, head west from Williston with a stack train. Note the road in this photo
and below that we were using to follow the railroad tracks

Found west of Williston was CREX 1343 preparing to move east a grain train it had picked up
at a local grain silo complex. Note that is not the shoulder of the road in the lower left.
(Continued on Page 10)
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(A Visit to Williston, North Dakota...Continued from Page 9)

Gracing the hill above the Williston Depot is Great Northern Railroad steam locomotive #3059,
a 2-8-2, and Great Northern caboose #10036.

Found alongside the BNSF track east of Williston was this Burlington Northern piggy back
trailer.
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A Blast from the Past

Don Patrick, ?, Mike Weber and Dave Michaels. Photo by Mike Weber.

B&O passenger train rolls through Winton Place. Bushman Conveyor is seen in the
background. Mike Weber photo.
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Preparing the Nickel Plate 587 steam locomotive for the move to Ravenna, KY.
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John Biehn’s
John
Steam
Biehn’s
News
Steam News For September, 2018
Courtesy of Jim Corbett

Courtesy of Jim Corbett

White Pass & Yukon Class 70 Locomotives...On September 14, after six months of work, engine No. 70
rolled out of the Dollywood Shops at Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. The crew still has some testing to do before
she's given the all clear to pull passengers on their two plus mile railroad. If all goes well, engine No. 70 will be
out pulling trains by the last week of September. Here's a bit of history: The White Pass & Yukon Railroad's 70
class is a fleet of four Baldwin class 12-28 1/4 E 2-8-2s purchased from 1938-1947. In 1938, the WP&Y
Railroad Company needed a new freight engine to cope with the increasing freight traffic. They contacted
Baldwin Locomotive Works of Philadelphia to construct for them a 2-8-2 Mikado using plan 12-281/4. In
1938, locomotive No. 70 rolled out of the Baldwin plant. It proved to be a big success and in January, 1939,
another locomotive, No. 71 arrived from Baldwin. Both of these locomotives helped the U.S. Army build the
Alcan Highway during World War Two. In May, 1947, the last two members of the class...Nos 72 and 73 arrived from Baldwin. Plans were made to buy more engines in 1950, but this plan fell through when the White
Pass decided to buy diesel locomotives instead. These engines weren't without a bit of trouble but the class 70s
continued to thunder on challenging the grades with their heavy loads. In 1963, Nos 70 and 71 were retired
from service and replaced with new diesels. Nos 72 and 73 continued working until June 30, 1964 when they
were officially retired from revenue service, ending the steam era on the White Pass & Yukon Railroad. In later years, No. 72 was used as a stationary boiler at Skagway while No. 73 was placed on display at Lake
Bennett. Locomotives 70 and 71 were left to rust on a siding. In 1969, No.72 was damaged in a roundhouse
fire. This caused the eventual scrapping of its boiler in 1974. In 1977, Nos 70 and 71 were sold to Silver Dollar
City, along with the remains of No. 72 which were to be used as a source of spare parts. Silver Dollar City sold
out to Dollywood in 1986. In 1979, No. 73 was brought to the workshops to be restored to operation. In 1982,
the engine was up and running and continued to operate until 2017 when it was taken out of service for its
1,472 day inspection. Locomotive No. 70 is just about ready to return to operation at Dollywood while No. 71
is sitting on a siding next to the engine house awaiting restoration.
Michigan Steam...After years of hard work by the folks of Genessee County, former Alaska Railroad No.
152 is operational again. This follows a massive seven year overhaul that saw the engine stripped down to a
level not seen since the steam era. It is a beautiful restoration. The Huckleberry Railroad No. 2, formally known
as No.152, is a 4-6-0, built in June of 1920 by Baldwin Locomotive Works for the Alaska Engineering Commission. In 1943, No. 152 was transferred from storage at the Alaska Railroad to the U.S. War Department at
Seattle, Washington. Later, No. 152 was sold to a scrap company and while there, it was purchased by Hal Wilmunder and renumbered No. 2. In 1975, the locomotive was purchased by the Genessee County Parks and
Recreation Commission and restoration to operation was begun. After restoration was completed in 1976, the
locomotive was put into service at the Huckleberry Railroad. The folks today at the Huckleberry maintain the
locomotive in her military green, U.S. Army paint scheme as U.S. 152. The locomotive had been out of service
but is now back and better than ever.
1309 Restoration Update...The contractor rebuilding Chesapeake & Ohio 2-6-6-2
No. 1309 recently issued a detailed status report on its work, but did not say when the locomotive would be
ready for service. The restoration is being undertaken at the Western Maryland Scenic Railroad where the locomotive is based. Diversified Rail Services said the top row of 36 superheaters have been installed, the cab floor,
stoker elevator tube, and grate shaker levels have been installed. The grate structure and ask pan have been attached. The steam and water pipes for the injectors are being fitted, the steam lines for the blower and air
pumps have been attached, and workers have been grinding and cleaning up washout seats. Locomotive 1309 is
closing in on having a test fire. Diversified Rail Services said the checklist of appliances and parts, including
boiler fittings and key portions of thestoker/firing equipment, that have been rehabilitated, becomes shorter
each week. No time frame has been given for when the locomotive will begin making test runs or enter revenue
service. Built in 1949, the 1309 was the last steam locomotive built by Baldwin for domestic use.
(Thanks to the Akron Railroad Club)
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(Steam News, Continued from Page 13)
Age of Steam Roundhouse News...The Age of Steam Roundhouse announced the
acquisition of its twentieth steam locomotive, former Columbus & Southern Ohio Electric Company 0-4-0 F
No. 2. The locomotive had been owned by Travel Centers of America, and displayed at a closed down restaurant in Sharon, Pennsylvania. "We've been looking for a fireless cooker steam locomotive to add to our collection," said Tim Sposato, chief mechanical officer at the Age of Steam Roundhouse. Constructed by Heisler
Locomotive Works in 1940, this little locomotive is a "fireless cooker" type of switcher that was popular for
use in areas where flameable substances were handled, such as textile mills, chemical plants and coal burning
power plants.Fireless locomotives operated without the need of a fire to heat boiler water to make steam. Instead, these engines used heavily insulated boilers to store pressurized steam and hot water that were supplied
from a separate source. In other news, Age of steam Roundhouse recently announced the first test run of its
ex Morehead & North Fork 0-6-0 locomotive, No. 12. The locomotive made its first move back in July. After
slowly building steam pressure in No. 12's boiler, crew members shuffled the stout little switch engine back
and forth around the roundhouse yard. Prior to this test run, the locomotive had not moved under its own power since the early 1960's.
Boston & Maine 3713 Update. The project to restore Boston & Maine 3713 is a partnership between the
Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley Railway Historical Society, Inc., and Steamtown National Historic Site. The
partnership was formed in 1995 and its goal is to restore the engine to operating condition. When completed,
the restored Boston & Maine engine will be the first American made mainline engine used at Steamtown. No.
3713 is a 4-6-2 "pacific" type steam locomotive built by Lima Locomotive Works in 1934. The Steamtown
National Historic Site shop staff and volunteers as well as The Project 3713 fundraising committee have been
hard at work keeping forward momentum going. Here is a brief summary of restoration news. Last year saw
significant progress in the form of contracts being awarded for the fabrication of replacing large superstructure
components for 3713. This work included a brand new cab and tender tank. This year, restorers will be reviewing separate bids for a brand new firebox and thermic syphons. This will see the delivery of a complete
firebox as an assembly that will drop right into place. The syphons will be fitted to the assembled firebox in
the Steamtown shops. Steamtown was able to allocate a sizeable amount of Alternative Transportation Funds
towards 3713's restoration. It was decided to apply those funds towards needed work on the main drivers and a
brand new cab and tender tank. Last October, the main drivers were removed from the locomotive and shipped
to the Strasburg Railroad where inspections and needed work on them would take place. Strasburg's inspections found that one of the main driver axles needed replacing and machining of a replacement is underway.
The driver tires were removed from the driver centers during the inspections as well. Some specialized welding will be required to make some small repairs on the nickel- manganese alloy steel main driver centers. The
tender tank is starting to take shape. The sidewalls and internal baffles are being welded into place to the floor.
The all welded construction of the tender tank will make fabrication of the tank much easier, quicker, and
stronger than the original riveted construction. Mock rivet heads will be welded in exact places to preserve the
visual integrity of the finished product. The new cab has both side walls standing with work continuing on the
roof and ends which both require great skill to get the stylized curved edges just right. Several things have taken place on the tender while the new tender tank is being constructed. An all new stoker rack support has been
An all new stoker rack support has been hot-riveted together in house. The tender frame itself has been
stripped completely down to the skeleton and is currently on shop trucks in Steamtown's paint booth. In the
next few weeks it will be completely sand blasted then thoroughly inspected. The tender trucks have also been
completely disassembled for inspection. During the disassembly, some easily fixed problems were found including a broken spring band, split spring shims, and stuck swing hangers. All the components will be sandblasted and given a thorough inspection. A method will then be established to convert the trucks to roller bearings. Finally, Coffin Turbo Pump of Englewood, New Jersey continues to work on the feed water pump at
their factory where it was originally constructed. They report that inspections show it to be in very good shape.
(Thanks to Laurel Lines)

(Continued on Page 15)
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(Steam News, Continued from Page 14)
Durango & Silverton News...The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad is racing to repair its
tracks following the mudslides over the summer. As a result of Mother Nature's interference, sections of the
once stable track terrain are now anything but. "We had a substantial washout and mudslide," said Christian
Robbins, with the railroad. The rain that followed the 416 Fire in southwest Colorado ran downhill, both over
and under parts of the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad tracks. Now miles of tracks are destroyed,
leaving a multimillion dollar repair price tag behind. Crews must now make repairs, and make them quickly,
ahead of future mudslides. "We are putting a culvert here to provide better drainage," Robbins said. "We are
rebuilding the whole mountainside with integrated boulders, and so this is going to be a really stable area once
we get done with our project. Despite the missing tracks, the train is still running. It's just starting a bit further
north at Rockwood station.
(Thanks to Meg Hilling, KOB4News, via Alex Mayes)
Durango Residents Sue Railroad...Durango and Silverton residents have filed a civil lawsuit against the
Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad Company claiming one of the company's vintage coal-fired
steam trains ignited the 416 Fire, causing devastating property and business damages. The lawsuit filed in La
Plata County District Court on behalf of more than a dozen business and homeowners seeks unspecified damages against the train company and its primary owner Al Harper. "We know the train is beloved in the Durango
and Silverton area. It is not our intent to put them out of business. However, we believe the management of the
train should be held accountable for the damage they caused, which could have easily been avoided had they
acted sensibly," plaintiff attorney Bobby Duthie of Durango wrote in an email to the Denver Post. The 416 Fire
started June 1 near the train's narrow gauge tracks north of Durango. It grew to more than 50,000 acres in size.
Duthie said that, while he loves the train company, he decided to take legal action because it carelessly ran its
coal fired steam train in an extreme drought despite starting numerous previous fires. "As a result of the fire,
Durango residents have suffered severe property damage and many were forced to evacuate their homes. Property values have been significantly and negatively impacted, and many local Durango and Silverton businesses
were forced to either close or they suffered huge losses in business and profits." Duthie said. Duthie was
moved to act so his fellow La Plata and San Juan County citizens and businesses could recover their losses
from the responsible parties.
(Thanks to Kirk Mitchell, Denver Post.com, via Alex Mayes)
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P.O. Box 14157
Cincinnati, OH 45250-0157
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November 2018 Meeting Notice
The next regular meeting of the Cincinnati Railroad Club will be held at 7:30 pm on Thursday,
November 1st at Harmony Lodge, 646 E Epworth Ave, Winton Place. The program will be Wallace
W. Abbey’s Cincinnati Union Terminal Photos from the 1950s, presented by George Hamlin. This
will be a real treat, so please bring some friends!
Hurricane Florence knocked out Amtrak south of Washington, DC. MARC over the B&O and
Pennsy to Baltimore was suspended due to flooded track; only service was to Brunswick and Fredericks, MD. VRE goes to Fredericksburg on CSX, and Manassas on NS. CSX dumped three tank
cars of fuel into the Pee Dee River on the NC/SC border due to washout.

September 2018

16

