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Club Officers  

President:  Mike Weber  wombatmike@aol,com 

Vice President:  Randy Krumm   rlk55@embarqmail.com     

Secretary:  Tom Bredestege   jtbando@fuse.net     

Treasurer: Jack Haap   rjhaap@zoomtown.com 

Membership:  Bob Kessling   grumpykess@gmail.com 

 

Jim Edmonston, Editor:  

821 Clearfield Lane 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45240 

Phone:  513-851-2359 

Club Email: cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com. 

Jack Clock, Production Editor: john378@twc.com 

Jack Haap, Circulation: rjhaap@zoomtown.com 

Mike Weber, Amtrak: wombatmike@aol.com 
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New Board to Face Some Tough Decisions      
 

     The five board members that were elected are Tom 

Bredestege, Bryan Cash, Jack Clock, Jim Corbett, and 

Jim Edmonston.  

     I'd like to thank all who voted for me and promise 

to do all I can to further the interests of the club. This 

will be a period of many problems to be solved  

including where meetings will be held and the future 

of our historic collection.   

     Hopefully I'll be able to have insightful input on 

the difficult decisions.  

    Jim 
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If you are not receiving email messages from the Club, please send a message to cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com. 

Cincinnati Railroad Club News 

November 2, 2018 

By Randy Krumm 

PROGRAMS AT FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

December 6th  Show Your 20 Best Slides or Digital Photos ï All Club Members! 

 

January 3rd  Evolution of Steam Engine Design: the 4-4-0 to the 4-6-6-4 ï Fr. Dale Peterka 

 

February 7th  Vintage European Trains ï Richard Stern 

 
 

TRIPS & EVENTS 

 
November 17th 80th Anniversary Annual Banquet at the Manor House Restaurant, Springdale, 

OH.  Our program will be presented by noted author/editor/publisher Kevin P. 

Keefe.  We will also enjoy a special video presentation crafted by Club member Roy 

Hord, featuring numerous photos and select film footage highlighting eight decades 

of Club history! Reservations are required; all paid members should have received 

their Invitation (with all details) via email and/or ñsnail mailò.  See you there! 

            

December 6th  This will be our No Business Meeting night of the year!  Weôre going to start the 

                                    evening at 7:30 with thirty minutes of ñsocial timeò, featuring:               

                                    * free Cider & Donuts for everyone 

                                    * the opportunity to meet our Visitors and Newest Members 

                                    * Club Books for sale - do you know that the Club has published (4) books over the 

years?  Do you own all of them?  If not, youôll be pleased to know that that our 

Trainspotting book will be available for $16, our Cincinnati Union Terminal book 

for $10, and our other two books for $5 each.  They make great gifts! 

                                    * Railroad Maps for sale ï at $2 each, these were a big hit at the NMRA Train 

Show last month.  So, weôre going to offer them at the same price. 

 

December TBD Weôre going to close out the year with a ride on the Cincinnati Streetcar and 

lunch at Harvest Pizzeria in OTR.  We did this back in February, and had a great 

time.  Details, including the date, will be sent to all members via email.  If you do 

not have email, and wish to join us, please call Randy Krumm at 513-403-0839 

(please leave a message if I donôt answer!).  Iôll call you back with the details when 

the date has been determined. 

 

2019 The Trip Committee is researching and planning a number of ideas for next year, and 

should be able to share them with you at the December 6th meeting.                     

mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
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2018 NMRA  Train Show at Lakota West High School 
Photos By Dennis Teagle 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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(Lakota Train Show... Continued from Page 3) 

October 2018 

CRRC  members Bob Martin, Bryan Cash and Bob Kessling working the table. 

CRRC  members Bob Kessling, Bryan Cash and Randy Krumm working the table. 
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(Continued on Page 6) 

Scenic Railroad Buys Four Vintage Railcars For Steam Excursions.  

By  Craig Webb, The Akron Beacon Journal 

     Four iconic rolling pieces of railroad history will soon call the Cuyahoga Valley National Park home. 

     The Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad announced Wednesday that it has acquired four Zephyr railcars for 

1.5 million. 

     The purchase includes two sleek stainless steel passenger railcars that offer scenic 360 degree views from a 

dome. 

     Railroad officials say the California Zephyr cars exemplify the glamour of cross country travel from the 

1940s to the 1960s as the train made the run between San Francisco and Chicago. 

The 2,525 mile trek would take some 2 İ days while passengers enjoyed the observation domes and ate in din-

ing cars equipped with full kitchens and tables with linens and china. 

     The fleet of 77 cars were sold to various companies, private owners or scrapped when the Zephyr ended its 

run. 

     The four cars were purchased through a loan and are part of an overall capital campaign started in 2016 that 

is leveraging individual, corporate, and foundation money for improvements and acquisitions. 

     They were part of a private collection and used for excursions across the country. 

     ñThe acquisition of the Zephyr railcars was a once-in-a lifetime opportunity,ò the scenic railroad President 

and CEO Joe Mazur said in a statement. ñWe not only are preserving history, but are giving hundreds of thou-

sands of people the opportunity to have one more way to travel and experience Cuyahoga Valley National 

Park.ò 

     The railroad, which offers regular excursions through the Cuyahoga Valley and the historic Ohio & Erie 

Canalway in Cuyahoga and Summit counties, already owns another dome observation car from the original 

California fleet, the Silver Bronco. 

     This acquisition will add two more dome cars, the Silver Lariat and the Silver Solarium, along with a sleep-

er car and a baggage car.  

     The railcars are now in Seattle and will be brought east by Amtrak. 

     The plan is for the cars to meet up with the Nickel Plate Road steam locomotive No. 765 that will pull them 

the rest of the way to Northeast Ohio. 

     The steam locomotive will be the featured engine this year in the scenic railroadôs Steam in the Valley ex-

cursions that run the weekends from September 21 to 30. 

     Mazur said the railcars are in great shape and will make their public debut as part of the runs in the Steam 

in the Valley.  

     ñWe are committed to preserving and improving our fleet so that visitors from Northeast Ohio and around 

the world continue to have the opportunity to create shared family memories while experiencing history aboard 

vintage train cars as they through Cuyahoga Valley National Park,ò Mazur said.  

This article was submitted by a CRRC member. It originally appeared in the                                                   

CUYAHOGA VALLEY NATIONAL PARK News on August 18, 2017. 
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(Scenic Railroad buys four vintage railcars...Continued from Page 5) 

(Continued on Page 7) 

Silver Solarium 

 

Year Built: 1948 

 

Builder: Budd Company 

 

History:  

 

Silver Solarium was built in 1948 by the Budd Company for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. It 

was one of the six dome/sleeper/observation cars specifically built for the California Zephyr. Ownership of the 

car was transferred to Amtrak in 1970 after more than 20 years of service between Chicago and San Francisco. 

Amtrak retired the car in 1980. Silver Solarium was placed in storage for decades and fell into disrepair until 

Amtrak sold it to a private owner. Today, the Silver Solarium has been fully renovated and has been operating 

as a private car, delighting passengers with stunning views from its Vista Dome and observation lounge. The 

observation lounge seats 11 in classic railroad lounge chairs, and the Vista Dome car seats 24 in booth seating 

at tables. CVSR acquired the car in August September, 2018. 

Silver Solarium Exterior 

(Scenic Railroad Buys Four Vintage Cars For Steam Excursions... Continued from Page 5) 


