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Bad Weather Up East
January’s cold snap, snow, ice and high winds had
a terrible effect on transportation from the southest to
Maine. Train schedules were destroyed, airports were
closed, roads were impassable. Commuter cars were
blown off tracks. An auto slid down an icy hill into a
standing commuter in the Philly area.
Chris Clock reports watching an I&O freight of 78
cars struggling up Mariemont Hill with two SD-40’s
up front and one shoving: that’s two crews. The lead
unit was throwing sparks out from under the wheels on
the icy rails. The sanders were either empty or frozen;
sparks are not good for rails or drivers, making for flat
spots.
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Cincinnati Railroad Club News
February 2, 2018
By Randy Krumm

March 1

st

April 5th
May 3rd
June 7th

PROGRAMS AT FUTURE MEETINGS (7:30 pm @ Harmony Lodge)
The L&N of My Generation - Tyler Hardin
Also: distribution of Garnett Wesley’s donated RR Books to Club Members
A presentation by the editor of Railfan & Railroad magazine - Steve Barry
Midwest Trains of the 70s & 80s - Mike Weber
Photographer E. Donald Smith: Cincinnati and Beyond for 36 years - Chris Mayhew

TRIPS & EVENTS
Saturday, February 24th -- Streetcar Ride & Lunch (re-scheduled from last month)
At Noon, we will meet at the 14th & Elm station stop, which is directly in front of Music Hall. We’ll ride the
streetcar to the Findlay Market Elm Street stop, and have lunch at Harvest Pizzeria. After lunch, we’ll complete our ride of the entire route, back to our starting point.
Saturday, March 17th – Amtrak’s Cardinal to Chicago
We are taking the Cardinal to Chicago for lunch and a tour of Amtrak’s Union Station Control Center. Greg
Godfrey of Amtrak will give an extended version of the brief tour he led last year. You must purchase your
own Amtrak ticket for departures on Saturday, March 17th, and send a message to the Club
(cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com) after you’ve purchased your ticket. A maximum of 25 people can take the
Control Center tour. Make your Amtrak reservation for the following departures on March 17th:
#51 - Depart Cincinnati @ 1:41 am, Arrive Chicago @ 10:00 am
#50 - Depart Chicago @ 5:45 pm, Arrive Cincinnati @ 3:17 am (on 3/18)
May
August
September
December

Cincinnati Dinner Train
Summerail
Bus trip to Cuyahoga Valley RR (behind steam engine 765 if offered)
Annual CRRC Banquet at Union Terminal!

Headlight & Markers - DELIVERY OPTIONS for 2018
* Membership in the Club will include H&M delivered via email (only).
* Members will have the option to pay an additional $12 per year in dues if they would like a Paper
version delivered via 1st class U.S. mail (which is approximately half the actual cost to the Club).
* You will be able to select your preference when renewing your membership.
* The paper version will continue to be sent via U.S. mail to all members through the March 2018 issue.
* Effective with the April 2018 issue, only those members who opted to pay the additional $12 when
renewing their membership will receive the paper version via U.S. mail.
* If you’re not receiving email messages from the Club, send a message to cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com.

FORMER/CURRENT MEMBER NOTICES
We regret to inform you that Earl Clark and E.G. Graham have passed away, as has the Father of Club
member Jim Corbett, Mr. James N. Corbett.
If you are not receiving email messages from the Club, please send a message to cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com.
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News From The New President
By Mike Weber
We have had our first walk thru of Tower A. There were no issues or surprises to scare us off. All parties involved consider this meeting #1 First base, if you will. We are invited to set up tours for the members, so you will
be hearing some proposed dates. Hard hat tour of much of the facility, not just the Tower.
We will be looking to clarify some positions I consider open. Gary Rolih wishes to remain Historian. Interested in
helping in any way? Please let me know.
************************************************************************************************

Denver Heard From
By Bill Ballentine
Associate member Bill Ballentine called to say that he had seen UP-70AH #1943 and her string of office cars in their
October/December tour. #1943 is the 16th memorial loco built in UP’s 155 year history. She is a memorial to the “Spirit
of the Union Pacific”, a B-17 bomber that was built with contributions from UP employees and shot down over Germany in October, 1943. UP #1943 is also named the “Spirit of the Union Pacific” and is painted to reflect Armed Forces
colors. The front and cab are Air Force silver, the blue strip with “Spirit” logo is reflective of the former Strategic Air
Command’s “nose sash”. This is followed by the Coast Guard’s “Racing Strips” and the body’s battleship gray for the
Navy, surrounding UP’s American flag. The rear quarter is a combination of US Army and Marine Corps colors, with a
POW/MIA symbol high on the long hood. “Support our Troops” is lettered on both sides of the radiator tops.
Her 3 month tour started in San Antonia, Texas on October 19 and visited Louisiana, Arkansas, Kansas, Nebraska,
Wyoming, Nevada and California before winding up in Oakland, California on December 7.
Bill says that all main lines are busy in his area, and that he sees many CSX units out there. Still, UP has about 300
locomotives stored on an out-of-the-way set of rails and he wonders why they do not move every so often.
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Railroad News
By Jim Edmonston
The Cincinnati Bell Connector (streetcar) has been having lot of troubles lately. The cold weather has cut
availability of cars to a minimum. On December 31, only one of five 3-car sets was running, and on January 18
all 5 were down until January 22 for various repairs. One was on test on January 19 when it got hit and derailed
on Elm Street by a car which ran a red light. The two employees in the connector were hurt. The cars, built by
CAF in Spain, have been a source of concern since 2016 when they arrived in town. Ridership has fallen off due
to unsure schedules. The Cincinnati Enquirer keeps quoting the late Tom Luken: “Buy American”.
Joe Kovalchick, owner of the 33 mile, 3 foot guage East Broad Top Railroad of Orbisonia, Pennsylvania
wants to sell the line. He has offers for some of the steam locomotives, but he wants to sell the property as a
whole, perhaps for millions. The ETB dates back to the 1870’s and is the last original narrow guage line in Eastern United States. 8 miles was last operated in 2011, but has seen no activity since then. Friends of the ETB continue to search for a buyer.
Mike Weber reports that CSX has started removing rail from the old Monon (CIL) Chicago Louisville line at
Bedford, Indiana (MP251.7) to New Albany, Indiana (north shore of the Ohio River) MP 314. This was once the
route of the Thoroughbred, number 5 south and number 6 north. Sad, indeed.
We regret the passing of Elmer Gene (Remle Gene) Graham of Dayton Ohio who left us on November 25,
2017 at the age of 88 years.
**********************************************************************************************

New Hampshire & Vermont GP-38 with passenger extra at Gorman , NH in 1994 Photographer : W. Russell Rylko
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A Steam Locomotive Crew Member (Assistant Fireman) Part Two
By Charles H. Bogart
I was marked up to be the Assistant Fireman for the Saturday, 24 September 5:00 PM run. The crew was
Chris Frederick as Engineer, Steve Walker as Assistant Engineer, Joe Nugent as Lead Fireman, and me as Assistant Fireman. Mary Ann had been totally against the idea of me acting as Assistant Fireman onboard Jeddo
85 as I had been in the doctor’s office earlier that week due to my back acting up. (For those who do not know,
I have two rods, two discs, and six screws in my back, and the doctor wants to duplicate this surgery on the
next two vertebrae.) I was told by Mary Ann to expect no sympathy from her if my back gave out, that I could
just lie on the ground hurting for the rest of the week for all she cared. That I should not expect any help from
her for getting home, and that I was now on my own, and she was going to find someone who was not an idiot.
Ah, true love!
Jeddo 85 had a healthy appetite, consuming 500 pounds of coal and 500 gallons of water during each 6-mile
run. I, at the most, with twelve shovel loads of coal, tossed about 25 pounds of coal into her fire box. The fire
box opening was too close to the floor for my back to allow me to bend over without feeling pain. I found it
impossible to toss the coal into the firebox so that it landed where it needed to go in the fire. I never did get
down coordinating opening the fire box door and shoveling the coal in with one easy swing. Instead of making
the fire burn better, I was making things worst with each shovel full of coal, (well partially full shovel of coal),
I tossed into the firebox. According to Joe, I kept the furnace door open too long thus allowing too much cold
air in, while the coal I was tossing in was not being spread evenly around the firebox. Instead, I was heaping
too much coal in one place and allowing holes to develop elsewhere within the fire. The result of all of this was
I was relieved of my Fireman duties and Joe kept the firebox hot for the entire run. I should mention I did not
realize how hot the inside of the firebox would be until I bent down at its level to toss coal in it. The heat was
mind boggling. In addition, everything in the cab was hot and dirty, plus the noise was constant. I was glad I
had on boots, a long sleeve shirt, gloves, and eye and hearing protection. In addition, just as Mary Ann had told
me it would, my back began to hurt. I had forgotten how a steam locomotive bounces. Fortunately, I had secreted in my pocket some extra strength Tylenol pills and took a couple of these to cut the pain in my back.
Even though I was not working keeping Jeddo 85 running after the first 10-minutes of her run, I felt like I was
part of the crew and consider that I have the right to say I fired a steam locomotive. The photo run-by from
within the cab was a thing to experience. My part was to ring the bell.
Once back at West Versailles, after uncoupling from the train, I was helped out of the cab and onto the
ground. Once on the ground I found a chair to
sit in so my back had some support. Mary
Ann came over as I sat in the chair and said
to me, “Your back is killing you, isn’t it?” I
in reply said to her, “NO, I feel OK, I just
want to sit here for a while and watch them
service the locomotive.” Some 15-minutes
later, with some help, I got up and out of the
chair and made it to our automobile. One
great thing about a Trailblazer is the seat
gives you good back support. Once home it
was get in bed.
Would I do it all over again?. YES, I
WOULD.
Me as Assistant Fireman in the cab of Jeddo 85. That’s a C&LE
hat, it was much dirtier at the end of the day.
(Continued on Page 6)
January 2018

5

(Steam Locomotive Crew Member...Continued from Page 5)

Me shoveling some coal into the firebox

Joe Nugent our Fireman, checking the firebox’s fire to see how
bad I messed it up.

Chris Frederick, Engineer, and
Steve Walker, Assistant Engineer

(Continued on Page 7)
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(Steam Locomotive Crew Member...Continued from Page 6)

Mary Ann trying to form a
Photo Line

To the right and below: Jeddo 85 from
the Fireman’s side of the cab.
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Locomotive Evolution on the Great Northern and Sioux City’s Chief Ironhorse
By Father Dale Peterka
FROM THE EARLIEST DAYS of steam, the 4-4-0
American Standard was the dominant locomotive in
the U.S. The 4-4-0 wheel arrangement dates to
1836 and was designed by Henry Campbell for the
Baldwin Company. The American Standard had a
four-wheel guiding truck up front that carried the
front of the boil-er and guided it through curves.
That four-wheel guiding or pilot truck on the 4-4-0
was a brilliant design, and we find it off-and-on on
steam locomotives from 1836 all the way to the latest 4-8-4 Northerns and the 4-8-8-4 Big Boys a century later.
In back of the American Standard were four driving wheels with a piston, cylinder and main rod on
either side.
Imagine a 4-4-0 steam engine pulling five wooden
passenger coaches. The possibilities on a flat,
straight track would be almost unlimited! The New
York Central claimed that their 4-4-0 #999 ran 112.5
mph between Buffalo and Batavia, New York in
1893. With five passenger cars.
Now imagine not five but 15 coaches. Made not
from wood but steel. Our 4-4-0 steamer probably
could not start a heavy train without slipping. We
could possibly reach 50 or 60 mph, but not for long.
Soon we would use up all the steam in the boiler. We
would have to stop while the boiler generated more
steam. The American Standards were fast, but they
could not pull heavy trains, passenger or freight.
Now imagine a steam engine with six driving
wheels –the classic Ten Wheeler. With six drivers, it
could pull harder without slipping and start a heavier
train, but we would still need a larger boiler and a
larger firebox or we would run out of steam again.
The Great Northern began purchasing 4-6-0 steam
engines in 1887. The extra pull was needed on the
mountainous grades south of Helena and, later, in the
Rockies.
The 4-6-0 design was forty years old! It first appeared on the Philadelphia & Reading Railway in
1847! The Ten-wheeler was simply the conventional
4-4-0 with the addition of another set of drivers in
back. The boilers on the new engines were longer
because the engine frames were longer, but fireboxes
were still above –or even “between”-- the last set of
drivers. This was a severe restriction to firebox size.
In locomotive design, every improvement you
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make –a change in one feature-- affects every other
feature. If you make the firebox bigger and locate it
in the usual place above the drivers, the entire boiler
has to be higher as well, and the engine becomes topheavy, especially if you increase the diameter of the
drivers for more speed. Probably no problem –on
perfect track. On uneven track, the engine will wobble.
If you make the firebox bigger and locate it between the drivers, it becomes very long and skinny
and hard to fire. There is simply not enough room
between the drivers when the gauge is four-foot
eight-and-a-half inches.
If you locate the firebox behind the last set of drivers, the engine is off-balance. The firebox is hanging
out in space with no support from below. The engine
will pitch --nose up and down—with every track or
roadbed irregularity. Then the water in the boiler will
surge, and the pitching gets worse.
In 1889, the Milwaukee Road put a wheelset under
the firebox on one of its Ten-wheelers. Their purpose
was to take some of the weight off the drivers. The
experiment was not a success.
Thirteen years later, in 1902, the Missouri Pacific
bought the first Pacific locomotives from the American Loco-motive Company. Four pilot wheels up
front. Six drivers. Two wheels in back under the firebox.
GN’s first Pacific came from the Amer-ican Locomotive Works –Alco-- in 1905. It was the original
member of class H1.
Alco was a hot item in 1905. In the five years previous, Alco had gobbled up the Brooks Locomotive
Works, Cooke Loco-motive Works, Dickson, Manchester, Pittsburgh, Rhode Island, Richmond, Montreal, and Rogers. The Great Northern H1 class came
from Rogers.
Compared to the mainline passenger power in use
on the GN before 1905, (the Ten- Wheelers), the H1’s were big. Bigger fireboxes. Grate area was half
again as big: 49 square feet vs. 32 square feet on the
E8’s. Bigger boilers. 22 percent more tractive effort.
In 1905, they were Kings of the Mainline for passenger service. The L&N 152 came from Rogers the
same year
(Continued on page 9)
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(Locomotive Evolution on the Great Northern and Sioux City’s Chief Ironhorse....Continued from Page 8)

The H1’s also ushered in a new feature for GN
steam power: the trailing axle. On the Pacific’s, the
firebox was located behind the drivers and rode on its
own set of wheels. The term most often heard is
“inside bearings trailing truck”, but the wheels were
mounted on the frame. They were trailing, but they
were not in a truck.
In 1906, the Baldwin Company got in the act with
the new Great Northern H2 class Pacifics. Bigger.
The H3 class was equipped with superheaters.
The H4 class arrived in two groups, 1907 and 1917,
from two makers –Baldwin and Lima. They were
welcomed by company photographers who were not
afraid to go out on the line for photos of trains in
their setting. Before 1907, engine photos were made
in the yard or the engine facility –standing still-- shop
personnel posing proudly with their charges.
In 1909, something important for our purposes happened on the Great Northern. The company decided
that a class of heavy Ten-wheelers could do some of
the jobs that were being done by the new Pacifics. In
effect, there was a gap in the capabilities of the old
E6 and E8 classes of Ten-wheelers and the H-class
Pacifics.
The new Ten-wheelers were put into class E14. They
shared some of the dimensions of the H4’s, but the
fire-boxes were smaller than the H4’s fire-box, and
they were located above the rear set of drivers. The
E14’s were Great Northern’s best Ten Wheelers, but
they were obsolete the day they were made.
Grate area for the E14 was 49.5 square feet – about
the same as the H1 class.
Several events now intervene, affecting the evolution of steam power on the Great Northern.
1. The first 2-8-2 Mikado’s and 4-8-2 Mountains
arrive on the property in 1911, replacing the 2-6-2
Prairies in fast freight service and the Pacific’s on
the important passenger runs. The Prairies, with
69-inch drivers and big fireboxes, are able to
move down and replace the Ten-wheelers on local passenger and mixed-train runs. The Pacifics
remain in mainline service for secondary passenger trains.
2. The M-class and N-class Mallets arrive. They replace mainline 2-8-0 Consolidations in drag
freight applications.
3. World War I begins, and the government seizes
operation of the railroads.

The Great Northern emerged from USRA control
after the Great War with a large number of steam
locomotives either obsolete or in need of repair. It
was at this time that the GN decided to begin an ambitious rebuilding program for its obsolete steam
fleet. The older Mallets would be rebuilt as Mikado’s. A number of Prairies would become Pacifics.
And some of the E14 class would become a new
class of Pacific, the H5 class.
The H5’s were basically home-brew imitations of
the successful H4 class. Although they outweighted
their older brothers by some 36,000 lbs., their fireboxes were virtually the same size, as was their tractive effort, 40,511 lbs. The H5 class superheater had
a total surface of 774 square feet vs. 641 for the older H4. The H5’s could pull hard and pull fast.
GN’s #1355 was built in 1924. It was retired in
1956 and was put on display outside the auditorium
in Sioux City, Iowa. One other H5, #1351, was
scrapped after being in a wreck. The rest of the class
survived til the end of steam; they were scrapped
between 1951 and 1955.
In 1985, a major effort was made by the Siouxland
Railroad Historical Society to restore #1355 and run
it in excur-sion service. The Great Northern Railway Historical Society visited the project during our
convention in 1985. Work was done in the Illinois
Central round-house and was to have been under
steam for the first time in 1987.
After some setbacks, the project failed and, in
2004, the engine was moved to the former Milwaukee Road roundhouse in Sioux City where it is on
display today in new condition.
The oldest Pacific engine in existence is L&N
#152 in New Haven, Kentucky. It was built by Rogers in 1905 and was retired and donated to a museum
in 1955. After 30 years, it was restored and ran in
excursion service from 1985 to 2011.
The Pennsylvania Railroad had a fleet of 697
Pacifics in five classes. The most famous was the
Pennsy class K4, of which two survive today. One of
them, #1361, was one display at Horseshoe Curve
for many years. In 1987, It was rescued and briefly
ran excursions until it broke an axle. A major effort
raised $1.7 million for repair at Steamtown in Scranton. Today it is in the PRR shop in Altoona, Pennsylvania. Work continues.
(Continued on Page 10)

January 2018

9

(Locomotive Evolution on the Great Northern and Sioux City’s Chief Ironhorse....Continued from Page 9)

In Washington DC, Southern Railway’s #1402
Pacific is on display at the Smithsonian. Indoors. In
spotless condition.
Northern Pacific 4-6-2’s are on display in Toppanish, Washington, Bismarck North Dakota, and Jackson Street Roundhouse in St. Paul –two of them!
Soo Line 4-6-2’s are in Minot, North Dakota,
Green Bay, Fond du Lac, Gladstone, Stevens Point

and Appleton, Wisconsin and in Diluth, the 2719.—
Restored and running!
Also in Green Bay is the General Eisenhower,
a 4-6-2 off England’s LNER, the London North
Eastern Railway. The General Eisenhower is one of
four surviving members of class A4. The British
boast that the A4 class routinely ran over 100 miles
per hour in regular service.

**********************************************************************************************

GE Update —What Is Happening to GE
By Jack Clock
pany’s largest international rail customer—as part
of its long-term commitment to develop the country’s
railway infrastructure. The contracts include the delivery of 300 shunter locomotives and an 18-year service
agreement to manage the maintenance and repair of
175 passenger Evolution™ Series locomotives.
Shunters are used in rail yards to assemble trains and
make short hauls. The first two shunters are expected
to be delivered in 2019, with the remainder to be delivered over the next 10 years.
“We have a long history of successful, effective cooperation with GE Transportation, and we see great
potential to further develop our strategic partnership,”
said Kanat Alpysbayev, Chairman of KTZ. “We selected GE technology to be the primary driver for developing Kazakhstan’s rail industry, and together we’ve introduced joint projects to modernize and service the
legacy diesel-electric fleet, as well as produce new
freight and passenger Evolution-series locomotives in
Astana.”
The agreements are the latest in a long history of collaboration between GE Transportation and KTZ, which
included: the delivery of more than 400 modernization
kits in 1995 that extended the revenue-generating life
GE Transportation CEO Raphael Santana, left, signs a of KTZ’s existing fleet by up to 20 years; the construccontract with a Kazakhstan railroad official for 900
tion of the Evolution Locomotive Assembly plant in
Astana in 2006, where more than 300 freight locomomillion for GE locomotives in the Asian nation.
tives and 8 passenger locomotives have been built to
The contract—for 300 shunter locomotives and
date; and long term service deals in 2009 and 2011 for
an 18-year 175 Passenger Evolution service
the modernized and Evolution fleets.
agreement—marks a continued commitment to
This was a press release from GE Transportation.
Kazakhstan’s rail infrastructure.
Eds: GE says they are getting out of the transportation
CHICAGO, JANUARY 17, 2018 – GE Transporbusiness, but with long term commitments like this one,
tation (NYSE:GE) signed two contracts, valued at
it will be very difficult to just walk away. It will be even
over $900 million, with Kazakhstan’s state-run railmore difficult to turn these contracts over to another
road Kazakhstan Temir Zholy (KTZ)—the commanufacturer. Time will tell what actually happen.
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GE Transportation Signs Locomotive
and Service Agreements Valued at Over
$900 Million in Kazakhstan

History of the Simonson Station
Stop No. 123 on the CL&A Electric Railroad
By Jack Clock

The CL&A was a pioneer in purchasing new lightweight one-man cars. This particular one was manufactured by the
Cincinnati Car Company, which also incorporated many of the same techniques into more modern streetcars.

T

his interurban was a standard gauge line along the Ohio River from Anderson's Ferry, at the west end of
Cincinnati, to Aurora, Indiana (25 miles), with a branch from Valley Junction to Harrison, Ohio (8 miles).
It was completed in 1900. Plans for extension west to Rising Sun, Madison, and Louisville were never implemented. In 1913 flood damage forced the road into receivership, from which it did not emerge for 15 years, one
of the longest receivership periods in the industry's history. The line is principally noteworthy for its pioneer
purchase of lightweight, one-man equipment in 1918. The company was severely handicapped by its remote
terminal, but like the rest of Cincinnati's standard gauge interurbans, it never achieved entry into the center of
the city. After reorganizing as the Cincinnati Lawrenceburg and Aurora Electric Railway Company in 1928, the
line survived for only two years, and was abandoned in 1930 after a year of operating losses. Six miles from
Anderson's Ferry to Fernbank were converted to 5'-2 1/2" gauge and operated by the Cincinnati Street Railway
until 1940 [actually 1941]. The lightweight cars were sold to the Sand Springs Railway at Tulsa, Oklahoma.
(From: Hilton, George W. and John F. Due, The Electric Interurban Railways in America. Stanford University
Press, 1960)
The Cincinnati, Lawrenceburg and Aurora Electric Railway set its first car into operation from their Main
Terminal in Fernbank in April of 1900. Operations began with regular trips from North Bend to Anderson’s
Ferry. It was quickly extended to Cleves and by June was traveling to Lawrenceburg and Aurora.
On the Fourth of July, the entire town of Harrison celebrated the opening of the new spur installed up the
Whitewater Valley to Harrison from Valley Junction, located at the intersection of Kilby and River (U.S. Route
50) Roads. The tracks ran along Kilby and Campbell Roads to Main Street (now State Street) and continued
north as far as Market Street (now Harrison Ave).
The tracks on Main (State) Street were in the center of the street allowing passengers to disembark in either
Ohio or Indiana. Once reaching the end of the line, the conductor would simply walk to the other end of the car
and start the return trip.
(Continued on Page 12)
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(History of the Simonson Station ...Continued from Page 11)
The Main Terminal housed the cars, had offices, and a beer-garden that held entertainment and concerts that were attended by large crowds from Cincinnati and Kentucky.
However, there were smaller stations along the route to accommodate patrons awaiting the Electric Car. There were
three such Stops on the Harrison spur. There was no station per se in Harrison. Anyone riding from downtown Harrison
simply purchased tickets and waited at the West Side Drug Store located on Main (State) just doors from the end of the
line.
Heading east the first stop was Stop #124 at Campbell and State
Line Roads.
Next was Simonson Station, Stop #123, located along Campbell
Road just west of Kilby Road. It was most probably called Simonson Station as it was located on and surrounded by land owned by
Benjamin J. Simonson and Hamman Hersh and Emeline Simonson
Roudebush. (Emeline and Benjamin were siblings.)
A few miles east on Kilby Road, there was a ‘Special Summer
Stop’ at the Whitewater Park (Hunt’s Grove) where many people
from all around the area would come for picnics, socializing, and
maybe a dip in the Dry Fork, far away from the heat of the city.
On July Fourth the second year of operations, 662 tickets were
sold at the West Side Drug Store to ride from Harrison to the
‘Special Summer Stop’ at Whitewater Park.
The last Stop #122 was also along Kilby Road at the Gravel Pit.
As Automobiles became popular, the Railway lost riders and a
Freight Car was added to the line. However, trucks soon took over
this trade as well. By December of 1930, the CL&A Electric Railway shut down completely.

Simonson Station as restored by the Harrison Rotary.

Sometime after this, Hamman Roudebush’s son, Clarence,
moved the Station to use it for storage on the farm. Around 1980,
his Grandson, Frank A Roudebush, decided it should be saved and
moved the Simonson Station to Ann and Gene Woelfels yard to be
kept for the Village Historical Society.

In 2015-16, at a request of the Village
Historical Society, the Harrison Rotary
Club restored this historical building #5115 glimmering in the night lights
with help from the Weber Family and
others. Thank you to the Roudebush
Family, The Rotary, the Weber Family,
Russ Radcliffe, Ann Woelfel, and all
who have made Stop #123, the Simonson Station available for display.

Eds: Information for this article provided by Jeffrey Jakucyk’s Website, Ann
Woelfel, the Harrison Press, Harrison,
Ohio 1850-2000 and the Village Historical Society.
Downtown Harrison at the intersection of State Street and Harrison
Avenue. The photo is looking south on State Street.
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John
John Biehn’s
Biehn’s Steam
Steam News
News
Courtesy
Courtesy of
of Jim
Jim Corbett
Corbett
Reading 2100 News...A course of repairs needed to
bring the former Reading 4-8-4 No. 2100 back to
steam has been chartered. The locomotive is currently housed in a round house just south of Cleveland,
Ohio. Work recently began with the removal of
some additional exterior plumbing and the upper ash
pan sheets. The outer two rows of grates were removed as well as the grate bearers. American Steam
Railroad's contractor then started torch-cutting of the
mud ring rivets and cutting through the inner sheet
to cut the stay bolts. By October, all of the stay bolts
on the fireman's side had been cut as well as the mud
ring rivets on both sides. By now, the first side sheet
should have been removed and fabrication of the
replacement sheet begun. One big accomplishment
of 2017 was a big step in returning No. 2100 to her
original coal-burning configuration. Since 1998, the
2100's stoker trough, stoker screw and mechanism
have been carefully stored at the Elgin County Railroad Museum at St. Thomas, Ontario. ASR's members went there, carefully loaded the stoker and
brought it back to Cleveland. If you would like to
help financially in getting the 2100 back in steam,
please go to https://www.americansteamrailroad.org/
fire-up-2100/
Rio Grande 223 News...The Golden Spike Chapter
of the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society has
undertaken the restoration of Denver & Rio Grande
Western Railway locomotive No. 223. This 2-8-0
locomotive, built in 1881 by the Grant Locomotive
Works for the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad saw
sixty years of service, three changes in owner management, three fires, a wreck, thirty years on display
in a park, and now twenty years of restoration work.
Of all the locomotives built by Grant Locomotive
Works, only two remain, and the 223 is one of them.
Weekly work sessions are held on Saturdays at the
Trainmen's Building on the north end of the platform
at the Utah State Railroad Museum at Ogden,
Utah. Here is a January progress report: In the year
2018, there is a lot of work to do. In a way, the
workers are almost to a home stretch of putting the
223 back together. Parts in need of inspection by
FRA inspectors have been stripped down and ready
for inspection. The tender only needs an interior coat
and other painting. The tender trucks simply need
new springs. The locomotive's steam and sand
January 2018

domes just need painting and the new cab's roof just
needs a finishing. The restoration team's biggest
needs are as follows: Funds to either repair the boiler or build a new boiler depending upon what the
inspection turns up. Quotes have already been received from several qualified boilermakers.
Cab fixtures: Unfortunately, all cab fixtures, including steam and air gauges, water glasses, and knobs
were stolen when the initial restoration began over
twenty years ago. The group needs to
start from the ground up in collecting everything
that goes in the cab. The group also can use volunteers. If you have experience in metalwork, welding,
painting or woodwork, your skills will be much appreciated. Donations can be made online through
Gofundme or Paypal.The links are found at
www.trainweb.org/rlhs.
White Pass Locomotive Repair...As assistant general manager at the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic, Stathi
Pappas has the task of helping manage one of the
longest tourist lines in the country while
simultaneously heading up the restoration of the
road's newest acquisition: Denver & Rio Grande
Western No. 168, a three foot gauge locomotive built
by the Baldwin Locomotive Works in 1883. So you
would think that after a long day working at the
shops in Antonito, the last thing Pappas would want
to do is start working on another locomotive. But
that is exactly what he is doing. Recently, Pappas'
Stockton Locomotive Works began work on White
Pass & Yukon 2-8-0 No. 61. Locomotive No. 61 was
built by Baldwin in 1900 and worked for the White
Pass for nearly 50 years. In 1949, the locomotive's
life on the railroad came to an unceremonious end
when it was shoved off the rails and used as riprap in
the Skagway River. It would spend the next four
decades under water. In the 1980s, the locomotive
was dragged out of the river and sat next to the railroad shops in Skagway. It was eventually purchased
by Steven Butler. In February, 2017, Pappas, who
was previously curator at the Northwest Railway
Museum in Snoqualmie, Washington, took a position
at C&TS and decided he needed an appropriate locomotive for the "Land of narrow gauge." After a locomotive swap with Butler, Pappas acquired No. 61
and over the summer, the Stockton Locomotive
Works set up shop in Colorado and this past
fall, Pappas started moving No. 61.The trucks and
drivers recently arrived in Antonito and the boiler
and frame will follow in the spring. Despite spending forty years as riprap, Pappas says initial tests
(Continued on Page 14)
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show that the boiler is usable. "It's a challenging restoration, but not impossible," Pappas said. He is
working on No. 61 in his free time between work at
the C&TS and contract work through Stockton Locomotive Works. Mr. Pappas has been involved in a
number of steam projects and just recently produced
the stay bolts for Chesapeake & Ohio 2-6-6-2 No.
1309. There is no timeline for the 61's completion.
It's also unclear where the locomotive will run when
it's completed. Pappas has a few ideas. "It sure
would be neat seeing White Pass & Yukon No. 61
storming up Cumbres Pass," Pappas says.
(Thanks to Justin Franz via Tom Schultz)
Spring Steam Excursions...The Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington Railway Museum was founded
in 1989 to restore and rebuild the original railroad.
Since then, 2.6 miles of railroad has been restored,
an original WW&F steam locomotive rebuilt, and
several railroad cars have also been restored. The
museum has announced its 21 Campaign. The number "21" represents their commitment to both restoring locomotive No.10 to service and build locomotive No.11, a reconstruction of the original WW&F
locomotive No. 7. The 21 Campaign's goals are to
raise funds to construct boilers for locomotives 10
and 11 and build enthusiasm and interest among
their supporters and volunteers. The coming spring,
the museum will host two one day charters: April 14
and 21. Both days will include the firing of No. 9
and a day session photo train operating 9:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. On April 21, the museum will also feature a staged and lit night scene. All the original and
replica equipment will be used to demonstrate
mixed and freight trains commonly operated on the
old WW&F. For info and ticket prices, go to http://
wwfry.org...then click on Spring Photo Excursion
Announcement.
Community Embraces Beloved Train...The 5614
steam locomotive was a thing of beauty when it arrived in St. Joseph, Missouri in 1962. Tracks were
laid down Eighth Street to Seneca Street to make
way for the wreckers to bring in the metal beast.
Burlington Route (CB&Q) donated the engine. The
O-5A 4-8-4 locomotive is only one of four like it in
the United States. There are two in Wyoming and
one in Colorado in addition to St. Joseph. No. 5614
was built in 1937 at CB&Q's West Burlington, Iowa
shops. It burned coal at first before switching to No.
5 oil, which didn't emit sparks. The locomotive was
used in hauling freight and passenger trains. Over
January 2018

the years, the sheer size and details of the locomotive
has captured the attention of both tourists and those
dedicated in preserving it. The efforts to maintain the
locomotive began around 2000 when there were obvious signs of wear. Like most steam locomotives,
Mother Nature and vandals took their turns at the old
locomotive. At one point, the engine's gauges were
broken and there were signs of people sleeping in the
cab. It has taken a community of volunteers to help
maintain this piece of history at Patee Park. The work
done has been purely cosmetic. "We're just trying to
stop the deterioration," Bob Bolin said. Bolin has
been the primary caretaker of the Patee Park goliath for
the last eight years. There have been campaigns over
the years to raise the funds to complete the various
projects and there is a large group of volunteers willing
to get the job done. Bolin said his group has replaced
the 5614's front head light and painted the giant locomotive. In 2014, a canopy was added over the top of
the locomotive. Donors are recognized with commemorative bricks around the sidewalk. The most recent
project was a concrete walkway around the steam engine, at no cost to the city, as well as a new bell and
whistle. Bolin said he has met guests from all over the
United States and many foreign countries as they
stared up at the massive locomotive in the park. "It is
remarkable that when I'm down there painting or doing
this or that, that I look up and see somebody at the
fence'" he said. "It's really remarkable.
(Thanks to Jenn Hall, Newspressnow.com, via Tom
Schultz)

Future Wisconsin Steam...The Mid-Continent Railway Museum is preparing for the long awaited return of steam locomotive No. 1385. The 4-6-0 is undergoing restoration work at SPEC Machine Shop in
Middleton, Wisconsin, and a new boiler for the engine, along with other integral parts are being built
by Continental Fabricators in St. Louis. Once the
fabrication process is complete, the new parts will be
shipped to SPEC Machine where Mid-Continent and
shop workers will reassemble the locomotive. "At
this point, we don't know exactly how long that will
take," Mid-Continent office manager Jeffrey Lentz
said. "It would likely be spring 2019 before it sees
any passenger service. Lentz said he's confident the
steam engine will increase ridership at the North
Freedom Museum. No. 1385 was built in 1907 by
American Locomotive Company's Schenectady
Works in New York for the Chicago & North Western Ry.
(Thanks to Jake Prisen, Baraboo News Republic, via
Tom Schultz)
(Continued on Page 15)
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Chesapeake & Ohio 1309 News...Once funding is in
place, Chesapeake & Ohio 2-6-6-2 No. 1309 can steam
in about six months, says the contractor working on the
engine for Western Maryland Scenic Railroad. The railroad ran out of money for the project in November and
idled the much-anticipated restoration, except for wheel
work that had already been started using specialized
lathes at Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum in Chattanooga, Tenn. There, Gary Bensman is truing the axles
and crank pins. He's also installing new rod brass.
When completed, No. 1309, the last steam locomotive
Baldwin built in 1949 for domestic use, would be one
of the largest operating steam locomotives in America,
and the only Mallet type in operation east of the Mississippi. Mr. Bensman said that once Western Maryland
Scenic raises $530,000 needed to complete the engine,
a crew of four to six people could complete the engine
in less than half a year. The engine is on the cusp of
being ready for its federally required hydrostatic test of
the boiler. There should be no surprises ahead for this
project that has been on again and off again in a melodrama of funding and to a lessor degree, running gear
issues that were recognized late. "Everything has been
looked at and the work had been laid out. The course is
pretty clear as to what's needed next and to the
end,"Bensman said.
(Thanks to Trains Magazine News Wire)

Union Pacific Steam News...Mr. Ed Dickens who
heads the Union Pacific steam team talked recently
about the Union Pacific 4014 Big Boy and the UP
No. 844 in the latest Inside Track. Inside Track includes news, photos and video about Union Pacific,
their employees and the communities where they
live and work. "The team is on track to finish in
time for the Big Boy locomotive to participate
alongside locomotive No. 844 in Union Pacific's
2019 Golden Spike Celebrations," Dickens said.
"Because the team is so completely focused on restoring the Big Boy this year, No. 844 will only
have one excursion in 2018...Cheyenne Frontier
Days in late July." "We're excited to see everybody
out on that one trip, " Dickens said. "We sincerely
appreciate everyone's understanding for only having
one trip this year. We want to make sure we can get
Big Boy ready. Dickens is looking forward to 2019
and is encouraged by the support the team has received over the past several years. "We're the ones
turning the wrenches and making the parts, but we
can't do anything without everyone back in Omaha,"
he said. "From our partners in supply to corporate
relations, we are all working together to get this
monumental job done. When we finish, Union Pacific is going to have the world's most beautiful
steam locomotive. I can't wait!"
******************************************

Earl W. Clark Jr, age 94, passed away January 8,
2018. He grew up and lived in the Sayler Park area
of Cincinnati.
Earl was a streetcar and railroad enthusiast. He
dedicated his life to discovering railroads around the
world. Earl was the last rider on the Cincinnati
streetcar in April 1951. He was the first to ride on
the new streetcar in 2016. He loved to travel and
there wasn’t a country you could talk about that he
didn’t visit at least once.
He was also a professional musician since he was
14 years old. He played with many of the bands in
the Cincinnati area playing the saxophone and the
clarinet. He played for many years at the Beverly
Hills Country Club as well as other local locations.
Earl was quoted as saying “I thank God every
night that he put me on the trajectory that he did. It’s
nice to have had the wonderful life that I have had”.
Earl will be missed by many of his long time rail
and transit fans.
January 2018
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March 2018 Meeting Notice

The next regular meeting of the Cincinnati Railroad Club will be held on Thursday March 1st
2018 at 7:30pm. At Harmony Lodge, 646 East Epworth Avenue in Winton Place. Tyler Hardin
will present a slide show entitled “L&N of My Generation” and should have something very interesting.
The Chinese have landed a 2 billion dollar light mass transit project in Pakistan.
Jim Foote has dropped the “acting” tag and is now the confirmed leader of CSX. Mr. Foote is 63
and is faced with helping to recover CSX from it’s recent swoon. Let us hope he can.
We certainly were saddened to learn of of the passing of Earl Clark Jr. of Sayler Park at the age
of 94. Earl was the area’s top fan and scholar of streetcars and interurbans. He gave us many good
programs. (See his photo and additional information on the previous page.)
Clifford Scholes of Beavercreek, Ohio passed away on January 21 at 90 years of age. Cliff was a
streetcar and interurban guru.
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