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Cincinnati Railroad Club News
March 2, 2018
By Randy Krumm

PROGRAMS AT FUTURE MEETINGS (7:30 pm @ Harmony Lodge)
April 5th

A special presentation by the editor of Railfan & Railroad magazine - Steve Barry

May 3rd

Midwest Trains of the 70s & 80s - Mike Weber

June 7th

Photographer E. Donald Smith: Cincinnati and Beyond for 36 years - Chris Mayhew

TRIPS & EVENTS
March

Amtrak’s Cardinal to Chicago (this trip is “Sold Out”; no more space!)

May 19th

Cincinnati Dinner Train – the details of this outing are being finalized right now. Reservations via the Club will be the only way to go on this trip. A Reservation Form with all the information, including cost, will be sent to members via email as a separate message
“attachment”. Non-Refundable Reservations (with payment) will need to be received by Jack
Haap no later than Thursday, April 5th; no exceptions. If you do not receive email messages
from the Club, please call Randy Krumm (513-403-0839; leave message if no answer) to have
a Reservation Form mailed to you; the same April 5th deadline will apply.

August 11th

Summerail at the Palace Theater in Marion, Ohio

September

Bus trip to Cuyahoga Valley RR (behind steam engine 765 if offered)

December

Annual CRRC Banquet at Union Terminal!

Headlight & Markers - DELIVERY OPTIONS for 2018
* Membership in the Club will include H&M delivered via email (only).
* Members will have the option to pay an additional $12 per year in dues if they would like a Paper version
delivered via 1st class U.S. mail (which is approximately half the actual cost to the Club).
* You will be able to select your preference when renewing your membership.
* The paper version will continue to be sent via U.S. mail to all members through the March 2018 issue.
* Effective with the April 2018 issue, only those members who opted to pay the additional $12 when renewing their membership will receive the paper version via U.S. mail.

If you are not receiving email messages from the Club, please send a message to cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com.
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News From The New President
By Mike Weber
March 2, 2018
As I write this it has been 3 days since our last meeting with GBBN Architects and Turner Construction.
I now have a clearer than ever understanding of the process of returning to Tower A this fall. They are going
to present us with a proposal soon (GBBN) for our review. GBBN will be doing a walk thru of the Tower to
refresh their knowledge of the layout. Cooperation from GBBN and Turner has been all we could ask for.
What looms out there? Costs of course.
As of March 2 we do not have a lease proposal from the Museum Center. This is for our review. I am sure
DISCUSSION, and approval or rejection will follow. Frankly I intend to annoy them this week about that proposal. We feel it is important to have the lease reviewed professionally. As you know light, heat, electric,
paint, plaster, windows, ceiling tile are all being taken care of by the Museum Center. Stay tuned.
1968 Bob Zellner was President. Jim Edmonston was Editor. Bob Hopper was Treasurer. It appears we ran
no steam trips that year as we had one in 1967. In 2028 the Railroad Club celebrates 90th year!! We have been
back in Tower long enough that some upgrades are being discussed. Technology is moving fast!! Some of our
members have now been in the club 60 years!
The trains outside have evolved. One person crews on many. Some Natural Gas fueled locomotives.
With the help of Museum Center volunteers we had 75, 000 visitors in 2027!! And 75,000 more people learned something about Cincinnati, Union Terminal, and trains. More volunteers always needed.
Our robots did not work well at all!!

Railroad News You Can Use
Virginia is studying the extension of passenger rail to Bristol, on the Tennessee border, an extension of the
existing Roanoke train. Maine is studying an extension of a “Downeaster” to Rockland through Bath. This
would be an extension of an existing train through Brunswick. With the Federal Government ban on long distance improvements, this is how Amtrak adds a service. It does it through state funding.
Noblesville, IN is looking to evict the Indiana Transportation Museum when the lease expires in March.
Reason is “too much derelict equipment”. ITM plans to move to Logansport while Fishers and Noblesville
have hired Nickel Plate Heritage Railroad, which also plans to install a trail.
Our local Siemens Plant in Norwood, Ohio employs 400 people. They design, manufacture, service and
deliver a large variety of induction motors. Built in 1898, it was the first manufacturing plant in Norwood,
Ohio. In 2007 millions of dollars were invested in upgrades to the facility. Electric motors for chemical, paper,
pulp, wastewater treatment, power generation, cement, mining and transportation come from the Norwood
Plant.
Evolving from the 1884 George F. Card Company to today, Siemens has seen many mergers. Siemens traction motors are used on all Siemens streetcars, light rail and “Charger” locomotives in the USA. The nearest
“Chargers” are in Chicago. Norwood employs 400 people in rail supply. (Thanks to Robert Bantag, Alpharetta, GA of Siemens.

Eds: I had some dealings with this plant back in the 1970’s when it was owned by Allis Chalmers. I bought
several pumps from them for a chemical manufacturer that I was working for at the time. This company was
also located in Norwood.
February 2018
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#169 departs Gest Street Yard to Ludlow, KY and points south on February 28, 2018 as part of a combined
monster train. It is over 10,000 ft. long after being combined with #179. The three helpers had several cars
tacked onto the end. Photo by Chris Mayhew.

NS DC to AC conversion unit #4049 aids a train on January 5, 2018 across the Ohio River bridge
and over Ash Street in Ludlow, KY. Photo by Chris Mayhew
February 2018
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Rhode Island Locomotive Works
By Jack Clock
was a company called Nicholson File and Saw. They
also made tooling for broaching machines. By this
time there were very little signs that this had once
been a steam locomotive manufacturing facility.

In 1980 I accepted a position as a corporate manufacturing engineer with Bostitch/Textron in East
Greenwich, RI. We had to pull all three of our children out of Lakota High School when we decided to
make the move. I received a 3 year contract from
Bostitch before I agreed to make the move. We remained in Rhode Island for 3 and one half years before we decided to move back to the Cincinnati area.
While there I had some dealings with several
vendors that were located in the old RI Locomotive
facilities. One was a tool and die shop and the other

In September 1866 The RI Locomotive Works
delivered its first locomotive to the Providence &
Worchester Railroad. The new 4-4-0 type engine was
named the General Burnside, a founder of the plant
located on Valley and Hemlock Streets in Providence
less than a mile west of the state house and downtown. Over the next 42 years slightly over 4,000
steam locomotives would be built here. Because of
its location, a large portion of the production would
be sold to New England railroads but these locomotives would also be purchased by other railroads in
the United States, Canada and Mexico.
The Burnside Rifle Company was converted into
a locomotive manufacturer when the end of the Civil
War sharply reduced the demand for arms. The locomotive business was as perilous as the arms business because it was feast or famine. When the economy was strong and railroads were being

The Rhode Island Locomotive Works was situated on the Woonasquatucket River. The bridge in the foreground is Hemlock Street while to the left a railroad spur crosses the river on a bridge that was frequently used
to pose new locomotives for their builder's portraits. Valley Street is to the rear. Kinsley Avenue parallels the
river in the foreground outside the photograph.
(Continued on Page 6)
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(RI Locomotive Works, Continued from Page 5)
expanded, they were hard pressed to transport the
output of goods and consequently they ordered more
locomotives. When economic output slowed the
railroads had sufficient locomotives and orders for
new locomotives became scarce. The Rhode Island
works were prosperous for the first several years and
about a hundred locomotives a year were being produced by about 300 employees. In 1873 the country
suffered a financial panic and from November 1873
to May 1874 the plant in Providence closed due to
troubled times in the railroad industry. The next
twenty years were again good, production high and
employment about 1,300. Again a depression struck
the country and from mid-1896 to mid-1899 shipments of locomotives stopped. Finally, in 1899 the
works were sold to the International Power Company, a new company with interests in other manufacturing companies. The International Power Company had some success and built about 250 locomotives over the next two years.
At the start of the twentieth century the locomotive business consisted of many competitors, most
relatively small but sufficiently large enough to create excess capacity when times were hard. In 1901,
the American Locomotive Company (ALCO) was
formed to consolidate several of the builders. The
new company acquired the Schenectady, Brooks,
Richmond, Manchester, Cooke, Dunkirk, and the
remains of the RI Locomotive Works.
The Rhode Island Locomotive Works constructed
this building in 1865, just as the Civil War ended,
with capital invested by General Ambrose Burnside
of Bristol, RI. Burnside had earned his wealth from
new rifle technology he patented just before the outbreak of the Civil War. He eventually reinvested his
wartime profits into the booming business of railroad transportation. The Rhode Island Locomotive
Works produced railroad engines for 30 years until
it joined with seven other regional locomotive manufacturers to form the
American Locomotive Company, or
ALCO, in 1901. ALCO became the second largest steam locomotive builder in
the US, producing 75,000 engines in total, including
the famous “Big Boy” locomotives, the largest and
most powerful engine ever created.
February 2018

Providence & Worcester 6 was a 4-4-0 type delivered in December 1866 to the Maryland & Deleware Railroad. It was the sixth locomotive constructed by RI Locomotive works. The engine was
in transit for eleven days. However, due to the financial problems of the M&D, the engine was acquired
by the P&W sever years later.

Bangor & Aroostock 171 was shipped from Providence in March 1907 when production had come to a
virtual standstill. Alco had decided to end locomotive production in Providence. Over the next several
months some uncompleted orders were finished and
shipments continued into 1908.

Santa Fe 829 was one of 25 locomotives in the last
order of engines built under independent management. In 1902, when the Santa Fe order was completed, RI Locomotive Works became part of the American Locomotive Works (ALCO) headquartered in
Schenectady, NY. The last of the Santa Fe order, no.
849, had the construction no. 3376. Locomotives
built thereafter would bear ALCO construction numbers.
(Continued on Page 7)
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(RI Locomotive Works, Continued from Page 6)

Maine Central 367 was
built by the Rhode Island
Locomotive Works in
1906. The 4-6-0 type is
double heading a freight
train with 2-8-2 type
624. On the right is St.
Johnsbury & Lake Champlain 39 with a milk train.
Photographed at St.
Johnsbury,Vemont, on
August 14, 1946.

A Mogul type locomotive built by
the Rhode Island
Locomotive
Works for the
New York, New
Haven & Hartford in 1903. K-1d 392 is at Hawleyville, CT, November 4, 1940.

In 1905, the company diversified by investing in a
line of automobiles and heavy trucks, spelling the
beginning of the end of the railroad’s monopoly on
American transportation. Always on the cutting edge
of innovation, ALCO obtained the American rights
to the Berliet, a high-priced French car, and moved
skilled mechanics from Lyons, France to Providence.
The new car, priced between a jaw-dropping $6,000
to $7,500, proved to be an immediate success, at
least, from the consumer’s point of view. The company actually sold “the finest car produced in the
US” at a loss, due to the difficulty of getting raw materials to Providence and to having a limited distribution network. Fortunately, ALCO’s line of trucks
helped stem the company’s losses. By 1913, 85% of
the company’s business came from trucks and 15%
February 2018

from high-end cars. In 1913, the New York City Postmaster gave the company its largest single order for 80
trucks, and ALCO further diversified its offerings by
producing taxi cars.
Despite these efforts, ALCO announced it was leaving the car and truck business in 1913. It shuttered its
Providence factory and gave notice to its entire workforce of 1,200 employees. During WWII, ALCO diversified its offerings and manufactured 7,362 army tanks,
tank destroyers, shells, and bombs, in addition to locomotives. Though it no longer produced vehicles, ALCO
continued to manufacture locomotives in its Schenectady, NY plant until 1968.
About 600 locomotives were built at ALCO's Providence plant. However, the Rhode Island works were
too small to deal with the growing size of locomotives
(Continued on page 8)
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(RI Locomotive Works, Continued from Page 7)
locomotives and production ceased in 1907. ALCO
used the facility to construct automobiles until about
1914 but the business failed to prosper and the
works manufactured munitions during the war. In
1918 the property was sold to the U.S. Rubber Company.
Over the years after U.S. Rubber vacated the
building the building were occupied by many different manufacturing companies, including Nickelson
Saws, RI Manufacturing Company and others. By
1997 the building was completely empty. It remained vacant until 2006.
In 2006, a developer by the name of Struever,
Eccles & Rouse officially announced their plan to
infuse 333 million into the 22 acre site. The plan
was to refurbish 26 historic buildings and construct
a handful of new buildings to create a neighborhood
of retail, office space, apartments and condominiums. The project consisted of the former American
Locomotive Works, U.S. Rubber and a portion of
the Nicholson File sites.
The project was to be named ALCO in honor of
the last major tenant in the building, American Locomotive Works. This project was dependent on a
major bond issue to be floated by Providence. Three

years later and way behind schedule this developer
filed for bankruptcy. They had become a victim of
the 2008 economic downturn.
In researching this article I contacted the Providence, RI Chamber of Commerce to see what happened to this project. They told me that a new developer had come on the scene and the project had been
renamed “The Foundry Campus”. This corporation
has completed the project, while injecting some of
their own idea into the project.
I spoke with Anthony Thomas, Jr. a Principal and
Partner with the development group. He told me that
the project is almost completed. At this time they
have an approximate 90% occupancy rate.
I also spoke with Daniel Nichols, AIA the
Architect and Project Manager. He also gave some
insight into this project, and why they have been able
to make it a so very successful.
They have tried to preserve as many of the features of the locomotive works as possible while still
incorporating the amenieties that the current occupants want and need.
The Foundry is now one of America's most distinct office and residential locations. It is home to
many of New England's best
companies and the region’s
most distinct loft apartment
living. It is comprised of 13
historic buildings on 26
acres on the edge of Downtown Providence. It is a
unique combination of commercial and residential restored space.
It is within walking distance of the downtown business district and only two
blocks away from the Rhode
Island Statehouse. It appears
that Providence has a crown
jewel just like Cincinnati’s
“Over-the-Rhine” district.

Aerial view of “The Foundry” Campus
Eds. Credit for this article goes to the Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce, The Foundry Campus, the
American Locomotive Company (ALCO), the railroad websites of Edward J. Ozog and the “History of Rhode
Island Railroads”. For additional information on the Foundry Campus go to www.foundryri.com.
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GE Update —What Is Happening to GE
By Jack Clock

GE's Brazil factory debuts modern moving assembly line
CONTAGEM, Brazil – GE Transportation’s plant in Contagem unveiled today a new approach to manufacturing locomotives with a mixed-model moving assembly line. This Lean Manufacturing system, one of the first in the industry, is
a more efficient and sustainable approach to locomotive production. Unlike traditional stationary production lines, the
mixed-model moving line is designed for employees to assemble different locomotive configurations on the same line as
the units slowly move down the track.
This new production system enables the plant to increase productivity and optimize the workforce, as well as reduce
lead time and inventory. The assembly line cuts lead time by approximately 20 percent, reduces inventory by $1.75 million, and creates about 13,500 square feet of space savings within the factory.
For Afonso Borges, GE Transportation's Industrial Director, lean processes can quickly accommodate different combinations and changes in demand, which is critical for sustainability.
"This new manufacturing approach allows for optimization of the whole production process and promotes the company's lean culture,” explains Borges. “It enables us to improve the entire production system from end to end, and from the
supplier to the final customer, which contributes to delivering better results, ensuring a more competitive and
flexible business. "
To facilitate the transformation of the plant, the team
built a scale model to test the
moving line concept. They
conducted more than 100
simulations to understand all
aspects and interferences
that could affect the assembly line. This validation process enabled the team to define the flow, the layout and
the ideal space to implement
the production system in the
factory.
Now, the moving line is operational and moves between 3.8 to 7.2 feet per hour during assembly depending on the
production time. The production system also provides real-time visibility to the various manufacturing stages, which fosters a problem-solving culture among the employees to quickly resolve issues as they arise. This attribute makes the line
ideal for digital monitoring.
"The mixed-model moving line was connected. This means that several sensors have been installed to show the progress
of all locomotive manufacturing steps, so delays, problems and other data are visible in real time through software developed to manage the line. Thus, it is possible to follow the production even remotely," said Borges.
The new assembly line is part of GE Transportation’s continuous investment in Lean Manufacturing and Brilliant Factory to increase efficiency and improve competitiveness in today’s challenging market. It also supports the Contagem
plant’s strategy to become a world-class operation by 2020. — A GE Transportation news release. Jan. 31, 2018.
Jeff Immelt, former CEO of General Electric and pride of Finneytown High School, has been
named CEO of Athenahealth, Inc. Mr. Immelt, 61, succeeding Jonathan Bush. In an interview,
Mr. Immelt said he will help shape Athenahealth’s strategy and work with the board and management on execution. Immelt spent 16 years with GE as CEO before being forced out by the
GE board of directors.
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The Effort to Save the 1355
By Father Dale Peterka

It was in 1953 that the effort to save the 1355 began. A man from Sioux City, I. W. Reck, was visiting a friend in the Twin Cities. In a local park, they
found a steam locomotive on display. The two men
were admiring the engine and discussing the notlong-before days when steam ran the railroads. *
Reck’s friend had his son with him. The six-year
-old looked up at the engine and asked, “What is it?”
Reck realized that the next generation of young
people would never experience the visual treat of a
steam locomotive at work as he often had as a boy.
He decided that something ought to be done. He returned to Sioux City and approached the Sioux City
Terminal Railroad about placing one of their recently retired steam engines on display. Too late! The
steam engines had all been scrapped.
(Continued on Page 11)
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(The Effort to Save the 1355...Continued from Page 10)

Reck approached the local officials of the Chicago & North Western Railroad. Same result. The
Milwaukee Road. Same result! The Age of Steam,
it seemed, was gone forever.
One more try. On December 3, 1954, I.W. Reck
wrote the local agent of the Great Northern Railway. The agent, A. L. Lauser, passed the request
up the line, and, a few weeks later, the word came
back that John Budd himself had okayed the donation of a locomotive for display in Sioux City if
local officials approved. The locomotive would be
refurbished, painted, and lubricated in the shops at
Willmar before making the trip to Sioux City.
Mayor George Young, with the backing of the
city council, accepted the gift and, on July 14,
1955, Great Northern 4-6-2 #1355 steamed onto
the new display track at the downtown Sioux City
auditorium—under its own power!
The engine and display was formally dedicated
by the city council, representatives of the several
railroads which served the city, and a large crowd
of local citizens. Dances, banquets, merchant
sales, and concerts filled out the schedule and added to the gala celebration.
Today, the #1355 is on display at the Sioux City
Railroad Museum – indoors!

Father Dale at the Controls
************************************************************************************************
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CSX Double Stack on Sunday February 25, 2018 at KC Junction rolling southbound on the Kentucky
Central in Covington, KY. Note the slight flooding in the background. Photo by Chris Mayhew.

UP SD #4798 and sister #4796 at Queensgate in February 2018. Photo by Jim Edmonston
February 2018
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John Biehn’s Steam News
John Biehn’s Steam News
Courtesy of Jim Corbett

Courtesy of Jim Corbett

Future West Virginia Steam...Durbin & Greenbrier Valley Railroad personnel are making significant progress with the restoration of Moore-Keppel Climax No. 6. Cass Scenic Railroad shop crews are proud to announce several significant milestones with the Climax locomotive during the peak of the 2018 shop season.
The locomotive's cab floor has been installed and secured. The cab has been installed for measurements.
Crews are currently installing brake stands and are working on the locomotive's bearings for the main shaft. It
is anticipated that the 1919 built Climax will see steam before it's 100th birthday. The locomotive is a top priority at Cass. Those interested for accurate and current information on the Moore-Keppel No. 6, a 3-truck Climax, can be found at http://mountainrailwv.com
(Thanks to Durbin & Greenbrier Valley Railroad, via Tom Schultz)
Future Pennsylvania Steam...The Pennsylvania Railroad T1 Trust is a non-profit organization that is in
the process of constructing PRR T1 5550. Slated to become the fifty-third locomotive of its class when completed, 5550 combines stunning art deco design with a unique 4-4-4-4 wheel arrangement. The simple goals
are to provide mainline steam excursion service, and to set the world speed record for a steam locomotive. The
PRR T1 represents the pinnacle of steam locomotive design in the United States. These locomotives had the
ability of achieving speeds in excess of 120 mph, and some reports indicate that speeds of 140 mph were attained. Fifty-two T1 locomotives were produced: 25 at the PRR's Altoona Shops and 27 at the Baldwin Locomotive Works in Philadelphia. Unfortunately, not a single locomotive was saved. The production of 5550 will
fill a large gap in historical locomotive preservation. It will also inject new life blood into an aging heritage
fleet. Here is some of the progress in the construction of No. 5550. The new cab has been completed. In a
homecoming of sorts, the cab parts were assembled at Curry Rail Services in Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania. It
was put together in the former PRR Samuel Rea Car Shop, now occupied by Curry Rail. The T1's iconic prow
has been completed, using archival blueprints and sheets of aluminum. In early 2017, two halves of the T1
locomotive's number 4 wheel set were united. A needed stoker trough, gear box, coal crusher, 7x7 motor and
reversing valve- all the parts needed to complete 5550's tender stoker unit were acquired by donation. The T1
Trust purchased a former PRR long haul tender No. 6659 from the Western NY Historical Society, that had
been used behind a M1 locomotive. Essentially it is a T1 tender minus the streamlining. This acquisition negates the need to build a new tender for the T1. The trust has announced the purchase order for the first and
second boiler course. This is a major milestone, as the boiler courses represent the largest parts yet built for the
iconic streamlined duplex locomotive. The two sections are over 93 inches in diameter and nearly 12 feet
long. If you would like to help with a contribution, please go to
https://prrt1steamlocomotivetrust.org/station/index.php?
Locomotive In Danger...Locomotive No. 503 is an oil burning 4-6-0 that was used on the Louisiana &
Southern Arkansas Railroad, a subsidiary of the Kansas City Southern. Locomotive 503, built by the Baldwin
Locomotive Works in 1913 was donated to the city of Port Arthur, Texas in 1957. It was placed on display in
Bryan Park and has been there ever since. Now the city of Port Arthur appears to be pressing ahead to dispose
of it. As of February 12, a plastic "cocoon" has been placed over the locomotive with plans to mitigate the
presence of asbestos and eventually dispose of the train. Asbestos removal was to be completed this week and
a "tear down" next week. A wrecking ball was on site this past Monday. Concerns about the train arose most
recently during Tropical Storm Harvey flooding, especially because of the asbestos reported to be in the engine and because of oil that escaped the train. Concerns date back to at least the mid 1980's when George
"Scooter" Auld, then Port Arthur's director of parks and recreation, pressed to get rid of the train. He said the
city could not afford to repair and maintain the locomotive even then. Auld's hopes to get rid of the train ran
into efforts by Martha Ferguson who led fundraising efforts for perhaps a decade to repair and preserve the
locomotive. For most of a decade, ideas about preserving the locomotive, "ravaged by humidity and vandals,"
abounded. Hopefully someone will come up with an idea shortly to save the 503 locomotive.
Time is running out.
(Continued on Page 14)
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(Steam News, Continued from Page 13)
Southern 401 Photo Charter...The Southern Railway No. 401 charter is scheduled
for May 17-18 in Monticello, IL. This first time event will include a night photography session with the Southern 401, as well as other pieces of railroad equipment, along with period actors and props. The locomotive will
lead a period 1940's mixed freight complete with a Southern Railway lettered caboose. The day event will feature many photo runbys, other period railroad equipment and automobiles. The Monticello Railroad Museum
has an impressive collection of freight equipment which will allow for unique photo opportunities. Southern
Railway No. 401 is one of 25 H-4 2-8-0 Consolidation type locomotives built by Baldwin Locomotive Works
in Philadelphia in November, 1907. For more information concerning this charter contact
southernrailproductions@gmail.com
(Thanks to Josh Scott)
Reading & Northern 2017 Steam Review...The 2017 season marked the eighth operating year for locomotive 425 since the 2007 rebuild. The 4-6-2 locomotive accumulated 1800 miles and ram flawlessly throughout the year. The highlight of the season was a railfan special when the 425 ran solo with no diesel assistance.
No major repairs were needed to the locomotive in 2017 as it continues to be very reliable at 90 years old. The
No. 2102 project continues to chug along with fabricating and installing custom made parts. Recently. flexible stay bolt sleeves were installed on the wrapper sheet, and the installation of the new lower right side sheet
in the firebox was accomplished. The left side sheet is ready to be removed and will be replaced in 2018. The
shop's latest project has been rebuilding trucks for the railroad's 1920's era DL&W coaches. This includes machining new pins, bushings, hangers and any other parts needing repair. All of these parts have to be custom made in house as replacements are unavailable. The steam shop has received two new machines to aid in
the rebuild and maintenance of those locomotives and coaches. A twenty inch swing by ten foot bed Lodge &
Shipley 15 HP lathe and Kearney & Trecker sixteen inch by five foot Vertical Mill were added to the shop
this fall. This is the first time RBM&N workers have been able to fabricate almost all of the parts needed in
house. The railroad looks forward to the 2018 operating season and increasing the progress on the 4-8-4 No.
2102 with these new tools.
(Thanks to Reading & Northern Magazine, Steve Allen Balthauser, via Mike Harazim)
Another Locomotive For Age of Steam...The Age of Steam Roundhouse has announced the acquisition of
its 20th steam locomotive, the former Columbus & Southern Electric Company No. 2 Locomotive. No. 2 is a
Heisler 0-4-0F that was constructed in 1940. This unique "fireless cooker' locomotive, which was charged with
superheated water from an external source, is the first of its type in the A of S Roundhouse collection and one
of a handful still in existence. Prior to acquisition by Age of Steam, No. 2 was part of a now closed restaurant
in Sharon, Pennsylvania. The Age of Steam Roundhouse is located at Sugarcreek, Ohio.
Steam Railroading Institute Acquires Another Locomotive...Since the late 1950's,
Chicago & Northwestern No. 175 has been silent at its location near Hancock, Michigan Quincy Smelting
Works site. Now it is leaving the Copper Country to be restored to operation by the Steam Railroading Institute. The 1908 R1 class 4-6-0 will be used for educational tours out of Owosso, Michigan along with the SRI's
Pere Marquette No. 1225, aka "the real Polar Express." Locomotive 175 will be able to run at a lower cost on
lighter rails, giving the SRI room to expand. The locomotive was sold in December but will not be moved until
spring. The SRI is seeking grants and contributions to make the restoration possible but plan to do most of the
restoration work using volunteers. SRI hopes to have the locomotive operating within five years, although
there are many unknowns at this point.
(Thanks to Kali Katerberg, Daily Mining Gazette, via Farol Henkle)
Nevada Northern News...With the successful rebuild of locomotive 93 and the on-going photo shoot underway, the Nevada Northern is already looking ahead to rebuild another one of its original locomotives for
service. Steam locomotive No. 81 was delivered to the Nevada Northern Railway in March, 1917. She was
ordered to handle the freight traffic on the railroad. The Baldwin built 2-8-0 was retired in 1958 and donated to
the community in 1960. The locomotive sat outside for thirty years before being returned to the engine house
in 1990. In 2016, No. 81 was moved to the RIP building to begin her restoration. RIP does not stand for Rest
in Peace, but rather Restoration in Progress. You might be wondering why the Nevada Northern needs to rebuild locomotive 81? Isn't having locomotives 40 and 93 in operation enough? On the surface it might appear
(Continued on Page 15)
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(Steam News...Continued from Page 14)
so, but the Nevada Northern has learned the hard way...that if they don't have an operating steam locomotive,
visitors won't make the long trek to Ely. The year 2008 was without steam and ridership dropped almost 30%
and even worse, revenues were down over 40%. In 2020, locomotive 40 goes in for her 1472 day inspection
and rebuild. Based on her history, she is going to need a thorough going over and rebuild. That would leave
locomotive 93 as the only steam engine for perhaps two or more years. They need locomotive 81 back in operation. The Nevada Northern applied for a waiver asking for an additional year of operation for locomotive 93.
That would allow 93 to operate and in the meantime work would be done to complete locomotive 81. While
waiting for a ruling, NN personnel stripped the 81's boiler down to its shell. All of the asbestos was removed
from the locomotive in compliance with today's standards. When the waiver was rejected, work immediately
focused on the 93. This caused work on the 81 to be delayed However, when the boiler inspection of 93 occurred, shop personnel had their contractor take a look at locomotive 81's boiler while he was there. What he
found was that locomotive 81 had the best boiler. The inspector also said he looked at the valves and running
gear. The valves look brand new and the running gear looks pretty good for sitting out in the weather for thirty
years. Locomotive 81 is in an amazingly good condition. NN workers will be working shortly on the running
gear, valves and tender. The First National Bank of Ely has signed up to do a $30,000 match again. They will
match every dollar up to $30,000. To contribute and help get No. 81 back in operation, go to
www.nnry.com/pages/membership.php
(Thanks to Mark Bassett, President of the Nevada Northern Railway Museum)
************************************************************************************************

Connecticut Department of Transportation & Metro-North Commuter Railroad’s new M-6 electric multiple
unit #9000 and Constitution Liner #1625 awaiting assignments at New Haven, Connecticut in 1995.
Photographer: David Warner
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April 2018 Meeting Notice

The next regular meeting of the Cincinnati Railroad Club will be held on Thursday, April 5, 2018
at 7:30pm in the clubroom of Harmony Lodge, 646 East Epworth Avenue, Winton Place. Our program will be presented by Steve Barry, Editor of Railfan & Railroad Magazine. Everbody should
meet Steve and welcome him to town.
Rumors have it that CSX is planning a major meeting for March 1st in which they are going to
discuss selling off about 12000 miles of track to other lines. Two possible buyers mentioned are UP
and RJ Corman. More on this as it happens. Have a good Spring….Jim

February 2018

16

