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Editor’s Comments
May 10 marks the 150th anniversary of the completion
of the first transcontinental railroad. There will many activities associated with this event, including the reenactment of
the Golden Spike Ceremony in Utah and the firing up of UP
Big Boy #4014. If anyone is heading west this month please
take a lot of pictures, particularly pictures of UP 4014.
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Cincinnati Railroad Club News
May 3, 2019
By Randy Krumm

PROGRAMS AT FUTURE MEETINGS
June 6th

Pennsylvania and the PRR – Chris Clock

July 11th (2nd Thur.)

InnoTrans 2018 - Europe’s Mega Train Trade Show, plus Switzerland, France and
the Netherlands – Paul Grether

August 8th (2nd Thur.) Trains… A Less Locomotive-Centric Look at Railroads – George Hamlin
September 5th

Traffic Flow Then & Now – Photographic Insights from a Former Tower Block Operator – Pete White (Marion Union Station & AC Tower)

October 3rd

Cheviot Hill – Mike Brestel

TRIPS & EVENTS
May 29th

Railroad Club to the Reds Game on Wednesday, May 29th versus the Pirates! Join
your fellow Club members and guests for a ballgame, and celebrate 150 years of Major
League Baseball in Cincinnati! This is a Business Day Special, with a start time of
12:35, and it’s also a Senior Day, meaning certain seat categories are 50% off if purchased in advance of game day for fans age 50 or older. Mike Weber is coordinating
this outing, and you will receive a separate email message from the Club with all the
details. If you do not have email, call Mike Weber for details: 513-403-2091

August 10th

Summerail in Marion, Ohio

August 31st

Blue Ash Flyer trip, presented by Ohio Rail Experience, round-trip from Bond Hill to
Blue Ash. This will be a “purchase your own ticket” outing. This trip is not currently
showing on their website, but they have confirmed it will appear in June when the remainder of their Fall schedule is announced. At that time you’ll be able to purchase
tickets using their website: www.ohiorailexperience.com

November 9th

CRRC Annual Banquet at the Manor House restaurant in Springdale

December

Our “traditional” December Streetcar Ride and Lunch at Harvest Pizzeria in OTR
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President’s Comments
By Randy Krumm
I was out of town for our May meeting, but understand that our Vice President, Mike Rief, did a great job
as Conductor of both the Board and General meetings. Thank you, Mike! He told me we had just under 40
people at the meeting, which was a very good crowd considering several of our “regulars” were out of town. I
also heard the great news that Jim Edmonston attended the meeting! This was his first CRRC meeting since
last October, and marked another milestone in his recovery.
Our Program Coordinator, Mike Weber, has now scheduled meeting Programs out through October. If you
check out the list on the Club News page, you’ll see that Mike has recruited Presenters who are going to cover
a wide range of topics and interests. Thanks to Mike for his efforts, and the Presenters for volunteering their
time and expertise. If YOU have a program you would like to present to the Club, please send a message to
the Club’s email address (cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com) and it will be forwarded to Mike.
Speaking of volunteering for the Club, our Board elections are less than five months away. We will have
(5) positions on the Ballot. Club By-Laws specify that we are to have multiple candidates for each position.
Unfortunately, we never achieve this goal, so our members typically have little or no choice in who they elect
to the Board. It takes no specific talent or ability to serve on your Club’s Board; only a willingness to devote
the required time and a desire to act in the best interest of the Club. Please consider putting your name on the
ballot when the Election Committee seeks nominations in a few months. I would again like to thank Dale
Brown for volunteering to fill the open Board position and Nick Fry who also volunteered to do so (but after
the Board had already accepted Dale’s offer to serve).
We have a number of Trips and Activities planned for the remainder of the year, but you may notice that
the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad “Steam in the Valley” outing that was on the schedule for late September has been deleted. Mike Rief volunteered to research this trip as the first step in the planning process, and
presented an outline of the proposed trip at the May meeting. Only about 10 members indicated they were
interested in going. We might have picked up another 10 among members who weren’t in attendance, but a
total of 20 wouldn’t justify the effort required to execute the trip (nor the expense of chartering a bus). I
would like to thank Mike for taking the time to do the required research. I’m sure a few of our members will
do the “Steam in the Valley” experience on their own. As for a Club trip in September or October, perhaps
we’ll do a northbound ride on the Cardinal. Stay tuned…
The Club’s Board voted to order yet another reprint of our Trainspotting book, as we are almost out of inventory. The new store at the Cincinnati Museum Center has been a good outlet for all four of the Club’s
books, as have the NMRA Division 7 Train Shows (coordinated by Roy Hord). We will have Club tables at
their Show on October 12th & 13th; it’s not too early to put one of those dates on your calendar if you will be
able to help us out!
I am disappointed to report that “Hosting” the CUT Amtrak Waiting Room during daylight hours a few
days a week is no closer to happening than it was one or two months ago. It was very easy for the people at
Amtrak to express a great deal of initial enthusiasm for the idea. The actual execution is proving to be a very
lengthy process, as they have indicated it will be at least another month before I even see an “outline” of a
proposed Agreement.
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The Engines at Promontory
By Father Dale Peterka
In 1919, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the completion of the first transcontinental railroad, a
small pyramid was set up at Promontory Summit, Utah, just north of the Great Salt Lake. (The pyramid is still
there.)
In 1969, for the 100th anniversary, they borrowed a pair of 4-4-0 steamers from Paramount Pictures and put
them on display at the original site. An ex-press train, The Golden Spike Limited, ran out to Utah from Philadelphia, with Nickel Plate #759 on the point for part of the run, but the track to Promontory had been torn up
many years before, so the excursion stopped in Ogden. There were ceremonies and a re-enactment at Promontory on the big day, and then the ersatz Jupiter and the #119 were left there at the site! Five years later, the state
of Nevada bought both engines and returned them to the Virginia & Truckee Railroad, where they had originally worked.
The Central Pacific’s replica of the original Jupiter was actually the Inyo, a Virginia & Truckee 4-4-0 that
had been sold to Paramount Pictures in 1938. It starred in several movies, including Disney’s 1956 movie, The
Great Locomotive Chase. The other engine was the Dayton, another V&T 4-4-0.
In 1975, the National Park Service determined to replace the borrowed engines with two brand new replicas
of the Golden Spike engines. The new engines would be authentic in every way, including wood fuel (Jupiter)
and coal (119). The two engines would re-enact the golden spike ceremony during the summer months.
Today, the engines are kept in an engine house just east of the site. A mile-long track runs from the shop to
the site of the famous event. There is no connector to the outside world, so the replica steamers will never be
seen anywhere except at Promontory.

The Inyo (left) and the Dayton pose for the 100th Anniversary Celebration at Promontory on May 10, 1969
April 2019
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RAILS ACROSS NORTH AMERICA—PART ONE
By Jeff Hirsh
So now I am an inventor. The idea hit me somewhere in Ontario, on board a late-and-getting later
ViaRail Canada #1, the “Canadian,” en route from Toronto to Vancouver.
The invention? A drinking game, called “Freight Train Interference.” Every time your passenger
train goes into the hole for a freight, you take a drink. You can’t take this too literally on the “Canadian,”
or you’d be hammered by lunchtime. But it is fun in the late afternoon or evening when looking out of
the Budd dome at western Ontario (“rocks, lakes, and trees,” according to a local), at the snow-blanketed
prairies of Saskatchewan, or at the amazing mountains and river valleys west of Jasper, Manitoba and
into British Columbia.
A 23-and-a-half-hours late “Canadian” was just part of my self-proclaimed “Rails Across North
America” tour … Cincinnati to New York City on the “Cardinal” (828 miles); New York to Montreal on
the “Adirondack” (381 miles); Montreal to Toronto on a ViaRail corridor train (335 miles); Toronto to
Vancouver on the “Canadian” (2775 miles); Vancouver to Seattle (157 miles, more on the means of
transit coming up); and Seattle to Glenview, IL (suburban Chicago) on the “Empire Builder,” 2188
miles.
6664 miles over 12 days. And I would do it again in a heartbeat. (Actually, I am. I have another long
trip beginning in mid-April. More on that in a future “Headlights & Markers”).
This trip began at 3 am on Sunday, March 3. Mike Weber, Paul Grether, and I arrived at Cincinnati
Union Terminal, met fellow RR Club member (and president) Randy Krumm, and also encountered all
of about a dozen people waiting to board Amtrak #50.
“Cardinal” ridership out of Cincinnati has plummeted, and you have to wonder if the temporary move
to “Cincinnati Union Trailer” while CUT/Museum Center was being renovated is to blame. The trailer
was once described to me as having all of the charm of a Soviet gulag, but without the food. Amtrak is
back at CUT now, but the legacy of no place to park at the temporary site (which was hard to find in the
first place), plus de-staffing the station may take a long time to fade.
According to RPA/NARP, “Cardinal” ridership was down 15 per cent in 2018 compared to 2017. But
Cincinnati ridership (8315 in 2018) was down 25%. The custodian-on-duty does keep the station clean,
and escorts people to the platform. But it’s hardly user-friendly.
However, BREAKING NEWS, as we used to say in my former profession (I retired from Channel 12
three days before this trip began), the “Cardinal” was on time! Even early into CUT. We pulled out on
the advertised at 3:27 am.
Our #50 was a typical winter consist. Single locomotive, business class car, diner lite, 2 coaches,
sleeper, and baggage. The train was about half-full until Charlottesville, when the coaches loaded up for
the trip to DC and up the Northeast Corridor.
The “Cardinal” may be the most Amtrak of all Amtrak trains … at least outside the NEC. It’s here
because of politics but serves many small communities which have no other way in and out other than
your own car. Ever try to take Greyhound to a rural town these days? Good luck.
(Continued on Page 6)
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(Rails Across North America, Part One— Continued from Page 5)
The “Cardinal” links two of America’s 3 largest cities (New York and Chicago), but also has Amtrak’s
smallest community, Thurmond, WVA … population, five. (Yes, I know it’s a tourist stop for rafting). Awesome scenery. The view of downtown Cincinnati as you cross into KY sets the tone. And it
just gets better – the Ohio River, New River Valley, Greenbrier Valley, Shenandoah Mountains, and
Washington DC. The fast run up to the Big Apple is not exactly beautiful, but the famous sign “Trenton
Makes, The World Takes” is still there in the Jersey capital.
The “Cardinal” usually has a pretty good crew, and on this trip, we had two of the best … Janice in the
sleeper, and Laverne in the diner. Positive, upbeat, and funny as usual.
For the very first leg of my trip I was joined by Mike Weber, Paul Grether and Randy Krumm. They were
headed to the Greenbrier to check out the bunker tour prior to the CRRC trip on April 7, 2019.
Mike, Paul, and Randy detrained at White Sulphur Springs for the bunker tour and hoity-toity lunch at the
Greenbrier (and Cincinnati return that evening), while I continued on #50 with a somewhat less spectacular feast. Still, as Mr. Weber has noted, “Cardinal” food is not bad if cooked in the convection oven. It’s
nasty if microwaved. Laverne obviously knows this and all meals were better than you’d expect.
We arrived at Penn Station on time, 9:58 pm. Penn Station was once a palace. Now it’s a dump, a dump
with good pizza. (Hey, it’s New York!). As I headed for the exit, there was a young woman lying flat on
her back, unconscious, surrounded by several Amtrak police officers. Drugs, I imagine. An ambulance
raced towards the station (as much as you can race in NY traffic) while I was walking to a nearby hotel.
Bright and early next morning, it was back to NYP for the 8:15 am departure of the “Adirondack” for
Montreal. The “Adirondack” is an all-coach train. Not even a business class car. However, I was in one
of the recently refurbished Amfleet coaches, and it was quite nice. Sort of like the upgraded leather
coach seats on Delta Air Lines. (Chalk up one good thing for Richard Anderson. But only one). The
lounge car had a pretty decent selection of sandwiches – certainly adequate for a train which leaves after
breakfast and gets in in enough time for dinner in Montreal.
The “Adirondack” is really two trains … a New York to Albany Empire Service Corridor run, and a
much more leisurely paced long distance train north of Albany. We raced along the Hudson River (sit on
the left side for the best view), passing through Dobbs Ferry, where I had my high school yearbook photo
taken standing on the tracks, and stopped briefly at Croton-Harmon, the former engine change location
for the Great Steel Fleet. There’s soon a great view of West Point (across the Hudson), and we even paralleled a freight, which was on the former West Shore line on the other side of the water.
The “Adirondack” changes engines at Albany (actually at Albany-Renssalaer, station stop for New
York’s capital city). The third-rail-compatible unit for entry into NYC was removed, and replaced with a
non-dual-powered one. Half the passengers left us as well.
North of Albany it’s switch seats time, as the scenery shifts to the right … paralleling beautiful Lake
Champlain for miles along the former Delaware and Hudson, now Canadian Pacific line. In the tiny town
of Port Henry, there’s an Alco RS18 parked along with an iron ore hopper and caboose, all lettered
LC&M, Lake Champlain and Moriah. LC&M was an iron-ore-hauling short line which, according to
several historical societies and railfan organizations, opened after the Civil War, and closed in the early
1970s.
Montreal arrival was on time at 7:11 pm. Next morning I boarded a VIARail corridor train for the run to
Toronto. Little did I know that my time as a drinking game inventor was on the horizon.
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(Rails Across North America, Part One— Continued from Page 6)
The corridor train was an LRC, with huge windows. I got stuck riding in a backwards facing seat, but
the lunch delivered at that business class seat was good. I took le poisson (not poison, poisson.), using
one of the two or three French words I comprehend. When in Rome. Or when in Quebec. You know.
We pulled into Toronto Union Station about 5 hours after leaving Montreal. It was the last on-time
train arrival of my journey.
Along the way, an e-mail from VIA had informed me that #1 would be leaving Toronto late, and to report to customer services. Instead of departing at 10 pm that night, the “Canadian” would pull out at 9:30
the next morning. The reason? You guessed it. The equipment and crew had arrived late in Toronto on
#2 due to … freight train interference.
After a hotel night courtesy of VIA (they handled the delay extremely well), it was back to Toronto
Union Station to board what has to be one of the most incredible trains and train rides in the world, on
1950s-vintage Budd equipment.
The “Canadian” is two trains as well. It’s primarily a land cruise, for people with lots of time, and,
depending on your type of accommodations, a reasonable amount of money. The 13-car wintertime consist doubles in the summer, as #1 and #2 are packed with tourists. Most of the cars are sleepers, but
there are also coaches (all of one in the winter) for the budget-minded, and for those heading to obscure
flag stops in the middle of all those rocks, lakes, trees, and Canadian Rockies as you get farther west.
Our #1 had two units leaving Toronto (a third would be added in Jasper for the mountains), baggage
car, coach, snack bar/grill dome car for coach passengers, 7 sleepers (not all used), interspersed with another dome (for first class passengers), the diner, and, at the rear, the round-ended sleeper/ first class
dome/observation “Park” car.
Early March in Canada is not exactly prime time for visits. There were maybe 60 people scattered
throughout the sleepers (I had a roomette, or what they call in Canada a “cabin for one”), so you get to
know quite a few of your fellow passengers either in the diner or in one of the domes. Of course there
were railfans, but there were others on board for the scenery, even a few going from point A to point B,
like the track and field athlete going to a meet in Edmonton, or the Japanese college student taking the
train to Vancouver in order to fly back to Japan. I even met a member of Canadian Parliament, taking
the train with his wife. Nice folks.
This was my third trip on the “Canadian” in the past 5 years. But this time, there was one curious
change. In my previous trips (2015 and 2016), it was possible for sleeping car passengers to “walk the
train,” and go up into the coach dome car and the coach itself. Not anymore. A sign on the coach dome
door said, in as many words, “coach passengers only.”
After this trip, I noticed a lot of chatter on “Trainorders,” suggesting coach passengers on #1 and #2
have become a rowdier, more inebriated, and more violent lot, because Greyhound has cut back service
in Western Canada, leaving bus customers with train as their transportation option. Besides the insulting
insinuation that people without money are also without manners, I can’t say if this is why there is now a
dividing line, or sign, between coach and first class. As long as I can remember on American and Canadian trains, coach riders can’t go back into the higher paying sections (and there are signs), but if sleeper
folks want to stroll the whole train, it’s fine. I wouldn’t call this issue a big deal on the “Canadian,” just
interesting. I doubt anyone but foamers would want to head up to the front anyway.
(Continued on Page 8)
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(Rails Across North America, Part One— Continued from Page 7)
There is sort of a comfort compromise for those who want a bed but don’t want to spend for a
room. Unlike Amtrak overnight trains, the “Canadian” has sections in some of its sleeping cars, in addition to roomettes and bedrooms. Sections are basically rooms without walls, just curtains. Two seats
folds into a bed, with another bed folding out above it. Each bed is surrounded by a zippered cocoon. You may know the person in the bunk above you. You may not.
Section passengers, however, are able to eat in the dining car with the other sleeper folks. The food
and service are excellent … and the scenery can’t be beat.
As we started nearing Vancouver, 4 and a half days after leaving Toronto, the only real problem of
our 23 ½ hour delay began to materialize, at least for me. No, it was not being tipsy from too much
“freight train interference.” Rather, it was making my connection to Vancouver.
If #1 was on time, or even close, I would have stayed in Vancouver overnight, and taken an early
morning “Cascades” to Seattle. That idea became history, as instead of pulling in to Vancouver at 6 pm
Saturday, March 9, our wheels stopped at the bumper post in Pacific Central Station at 5:30 pm Sunday,
March 10.
The next and last train that day to Seattle left at 5:45. One platform away. Easy, right? Wrong. The
“Canadian” backs into the Vancouver station, and that slow move doomed my connection. The excellent crew walked me (and my luggage) from my sleeper near the front of the train to the “Park” car in the
rear – the closest car to the station due to the backup move --- so I could detrain first, and be as close to
the Seattle train as possible.
Remember, the “Cascade” was supposed to leave at 5:45. The “Canadian” pulled in at 5:30. It took me
no more than two minutes to get from the rear of the “Park” car over to the next gate … which had just
slammed shut. Because it was an international train, boarding stopped 15 minutes before departure, due
to customs, immigration, or some other cross-border function. I pointed out to the Vancouver police officer behind the gate that I had travelled 4 ½ days, and could they just make an exception and let me on?
You can guess the answer. I took the bus to Seattle.
After a two day visit with my brother, it was time for Amtrak #8, the “Empire Builder”. I worked the
“Builder” during my two summers of Amtrak employment as an on-board coach attendant (called
“coach porters in those days) in 1974 and ‘75. Those mid-70s “Builders” had a hodge-podge of former
GN equipment, mixed in with cars from other lines, if I recall correctly.
Today’s “Builder” is Superliner-equipped, and James J. Hill, the Empire Builder himself, would have
shaken his head at the short consist. Behind the engine were a baggage car, crew sleeper (not sure if any
passenger space was sold in that car), sleeper, diner, coach, and that’s it. 5 cars. Sort of like a western
“Cardinal.” The “Builder” added 4 more cars in Spokane, the Portland section: sightseer lounge, sleeper,
and two more coaches. I was told the consist would expand soon for the summer tourist season.
Another James, James Carville, the political consultant, not James J Hill, once described Pennsylvania as
“Philadelphia and Pittsburgh with Alabama in between.” Well, the “Empire Builder” is incredible
mountains and the Mississippi River, with North Dakota in between.
Ok, that’s too simplistic. Even flat acres, mile after mile, are interesting when covered with snow. The
mountains, with Glacier Park, had more snow than I saw in all of Canada … at least deeper snow. And
the Mississippi River Valley was a nice bookend to the Hudson River Valley earlier in my trip.
April 2019
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(Rails Across North America, Part One— Continued from Page 8)
We had a good, veteran crew. The diner only had one server plus the steward, and a steward-in-training, but
they did a good job getting people fed. The first third of the trip was on time, but we started falling behind due
to the dreaded FTI, along with a flood-related detour around Grand Forks
I arrived 3 hours late in Glenview, IL … the suburban stop for Chicago, which is where, after 48 hours on the
“Builder,” Rail Journey Part One came to an end. (I flew back to CVG).
But as you read this, I’ll either be on, or just be back, from Journey Part Two: Chicago-Sacramento on the
"CZ", Sacramento to LA on the "Coast Starlight", LA to New Orleans on the" Sunset”, New Orleans to Charlotte on the "Crescent", Charlotte to DC on the" Carolinian", DC to Chicago on the "Capitol", and Chicago back
to CUT on the" Cardinal".
My guess is the trip will be awesome. And why not? I hear there’s lots of freight train interference. Cheers!

Left: Paul Grether, Jeff Hirsh,
Randy Krumm and Mike Weber
enjoy a meal on the way to check
out the Greenbrier, prior to the
CRRC tour on April 7, 2019.

Below: Alco RS18 parked along
with and iron ore hopper and caboose, all lettered LC&M, the
Lake Champlain and Moriah.

April 2019

(Continued on page 10)

9

(Rails Across North America, Part One— Continued from Page 9)

Toronto Union Station

VIA Power Units
April 2019

(Continued on Page 11)

10

(Rails Across North America, Part One— Continued from Page 10)

VIA Rail, Capreol, ON

VIA Rail, Sioux Lookout, ON
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Big 4 Bridge-Expensive in Lives, Cash
A distant-sounding horn floats over the south end of Sidney, followed by an efficient, fluid rush of power. Few passersby
take notice. Another CXS freight train glides almost silently over the Big Four Bridge. The train hurries on to its destination,
fading from sight, and the giant bridge almost fades into the background.
Throughout its 75 year existence, this mammoth structure has physically defined our skyline like nothing else. Its construction drew hundreds of onlookers on a regular basis for two years. Its completion marked a milestone in bridge construction. As
we press forward into the 21st century, and our collective memories fade, the 'Big Four' Bridge somehow seems less important. If only the old bridge could tell stories. Both triumph and tragedy surrounded its building. Those details have been
forgotten by most, but an enduring mystery remains: Is there a body of a man somewhere within one of the massive columns?
Fiction or fact? Each reader must draw his or her own conclusion. This is the checkered history of the building of the bridge.
The completion of the Sidney Feeder Canal through the town by the mid-1840's opened up commercial opportunities for
local businessmen and farmers, but it was the arrival of the railroads that signaled Sidney's ascent as an early industrial powerhouse.
The Dayton and Michigan line connected Shelby County to the important northern and southern markets by 1856, but the
first company to launch the railroad era in Shelby County was the Bellefontaine and Indiana. This line, which was later
known as the Big Four Railroad, was the east-west link through the county. Local attorney Hugh Thompson played a key role
in the formation of the Bellefontaine and Indiana. County voters supported the purchase of stock in the fledgling railroad in the
general elections of 1848 and 1850. Construction was finished July 1853.
Financial difficulties caused the railroad to change hands several times. It was known as the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago
and St. Louis (thus the Big Four Railroad), the Bee Line, and after 1930, the New York Central Railroad.
The presence of Sidney in a natural valley created by the Great Miami River presented challenges to the railroad builders, and ultimately proved to be a major factor in the relocation of the tracks south of town across the Big Four bridge. Ascending the grade out of Sidney either to the east or west was a continual challenge.
A second problem was the high incidence of injuries and deaths on the tracks in the city. The tracks were laid in a series of
curves through the river valley into Sidney and center of town. The line went behind what is now Bridgeview School, over the
Great Miami River, and through what is now Tawawa Park.
Pedestrian, buggy and auto accidents with trains were common. The influential business community was particularly hardhit. Within a two year period of time, Robert Given, the owner of R. Given and Sons Tannery, and his sister, Isabella, were
both killed by trains on the Big Four line. Charles Benjamin, the founder of Benjamin 'D' Handle Company, was also struck
and seriously hurt a few years later.
The third and perhaps most decisive factor involved in relocating the Big Four tracks out of downtown Sidney was the great
flood of 1913. The swirling waters washed out some of the track and disrupted operations. A decision was made to relocate
the tracks south of town.
The Big Four officials did not have in mind an ordinary bridge. To effectively span the entire width of the valley required
almost 14 miles of embankment. The project was slated to take 2 years, and cost over 5 million dollars. There was to be a cost
in human lives as well.
The Walsh Construction Company of Iowa tackled the project. Hundreds of men, many itinerant laborers, worked on the
site. Long wooden trestles extended to the center of what was to be the bridge from both ends. Dump or 'gondola' cars were
backed across the trestles to unload the thousands of tons of earth that would form the east and west embankments. It was 75
years ago, during this phase of the construction, that the first death occurred.
Lima resident Henry Snyder was killed and co-worker Patrick Fitzgerald was seriously injured in June 1923 when one of
the trestles on the east side of the river collapsed, sending the workers to the ground almost 100 feet below. The next day's edition of the Sidney Daily News reported that another worker, Sidney resident Joe Gilardi, narrowly escaped injury as the four
gondola cars tumbled from the collapsing trestle. Local residents Ed McVay and Harry Stahl assisted in removing debris from
the accident victims.
It was not a good week for trains in Sidney. The previous Wednesday, a Western Ohio Railway train crashed at the corner
of Walnut Avenue and Court Street after the brakes on the train failed, killing one man.
The trestle was rebuilt after the June 1923 accident, and construction proceeded. Massive concrete abutments began to take
shape by the end of that year. During the immense concrete pouring operations, tragedy struck the site again. Thomas Schmidt
of Sidney was working on top of one of the bridge abutments during the morning of January 30, 1924, when he slipped and
fell to his death.
Another near tragedy involved a passing motorist. W. H. Brandon and his wife left their home in Troy to visit a son, who
lived in Napolean, Ohio. Approaching the construction site on county road 25A from the south, he did not see a watchman
motion him to stop. Brandon also did not see the rope stretched across the road until it was too late. The rope sliced through
the top of the auto, shearing it off like a can opener, and catching the unfortunate Brandon under the chin. He escaped death,
but was seriously injured.
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(Big 4 Bridge Expensive in Lives, Cash... Continued from Page 12)
In an eerie coincidence, almost a year after Henry Snyder was killed by a collapsing trestle to the east of the bridge, tragedy struck
the work area on the west side of the structure. On May 12, 1924, witnesses heard the shattering of wooden support braces, followed
by the collapse of 125 feet of trestle. Ten loaded gondola cars tumbled to the ground, carrying workers Verdit Williams and George
Bennet to their deaths. Neither man was from the area. The death toll was now four.
Around midnight on June 23, 1924, an incident occurred that added to the bridge's turbulent and troubled history. As was reported
in the Sidney Daily News the next day, "Almost the entire city was aroused...by a terrific explosion, the likes of which were never
heard in this section."Shattered windows in the homes of Ed McVay, Walter Brandenburg, Mrs. Lee, Ed McClure and Wilbur Piper
in the south end of town provided the answer. Someone had tried to dynamite the Big Four Bridge!
An investigation by Police Chief O'Leary and officials from Walsh Construction the next morning revealed that dynamite had
been wrapped in a leather pouch and placed on top of the center span of the bridge, directly above County Road 25A. Additional fuse
material was found over the span above the river. No one was ever arrested and this crime was never solved.
What of the persistent rumor that swirled around the old bridge ever since construction was completed in the fall of 1924? The
Sidney Daily News carried a story on November 12, 1923, in which a construction official was quoted as saying that the concrete
work was concluded, and that "There were no serious accidents among the 250 men employed on the concrete portion of the work."
Sidney resident Myron Chambers recalls things differently.
Mr. Chambers lived with his parents at 625 South Ohio Avenue. The children in the neighborhood were fascinated by the construction project as it unfolded before them. He remembers the trestle collapse in June 1923 and the death of Thomas Schmidt in the
winter of 1924. His most vivid recollection involves what he saw when the concrete arch nearest the west bank of the Great Miami
River was poured.
The five year old watched as the dump cars carrying concrete were backed into place and unloaded. "I noticed a Mexican worker
walking a 2 by 10 plank across the opening of the arch," Mr. Chambers recalls. He vividly remembers the worker falling forward into
the concrete as the board flipped up. "An effort was made to save him, but he was gone." In 20 minutes or so, they began to pour concrete again. "I don't think they placed much value on the lives of those immigrant workers," Mr. Chambers stated.
The massive project consumed 28,000 cubic yards of concrete and 900,000 pounds of steel. The embankment contains over
1,000,000 cubic yards of dirt. The September 1924 Shelby County Democrat article announcing the completion of the work proclaimed it a "stupendous piece of engineering work." In closing, the author reported it was considered a "monument to the engineering profession." The Big Four Bridge also serves as a monument to those men, whether identified or not, who died during its construction.
Eds: This article was supplied by one of our members, who obtained it from the Sidney, Ohio Historical Society. I thought it was a
very interesting article and worth publishing in H&M.

Big 4 Bridge as it appears now. Photo by Dave Michaels
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John Biehn’s Steam News For April, 2019
Courtesy of Jim Corbett
Locomotive 2719 Update...The fate of Soo Line locomotive 2719 appears to be back in Duluth's hands. The
City of Eau Claire, which had been working on a return of the locomotive it owns, curbed to financial reality in
early April when it voted to reopen attempts to lease the nearly operational 4-6-2 "Pacific" type steam engine
and tender. After researching options, the city learned the cost to transport the engine and coal car would blowout a modest budget. In all likelihood, the Lake Superior Railroad Museum and its North Shore Railroad will
retain the locomotive. No win protected storage at the Duluth Depot, plans are to return locomotive 2719 to
operational use on a rotational basis with current passenger mover, Duluth & Northeastern locomotive 28, a 28-0."We've taken good care of the 2719 for the past decade plus," museum and railroad executive director Ken
Buehler told the News Tribune. "The engine is in incredible condition and would run right now if the boiler
license hadn't expired. "As one of the rare steam engines that's nearly operational left in existence, locomotive
2719 could be seen as potentially priceless. But because of exorbitant costs to move the engine, as the city of
Eau Claire learned, the locomotive has a limited actual value and has been exchanged for a handful of dollars
during a series of transactions in the past two decades. Between 2006 and 2013, locomotive 2719 ran for the
North Shore Scenic Railroad between Duluth, Minnesota and Two Harbors. Originally it ran in passenger and
freight service for roughly forty years until its retirement in1960. After that, it was on display in Eau Claire
until 1996 when the series of transactions began. Theoretically, some other entity could be interested in the locomotive, Buehler said. And if Duluth doesn't want to lease it and if future negotiations fail, the city of Eau
Claire has stipulated it will issue a national request for proposals for either a long-term lease agreement, or
even a buyer, the resolution said. But the Duluth museum and railroad already have a long-term plan to raise
approximately the $300,000 necessary to update the boiler to meet Federal Railroad Administration standards.
Boiler licenses expire every fifteen years, and Buehler explained plans are to alternate locomotives 28 and
2719 every fifteen years as those licenses come due. Securing a boiler license requires the modernizing of
tubes and other parts of the boiler. Buehler said.. He also stated that two years of work would follow on
2719 after a three year fundraising effort was achieved. (Thanks to Brady Slater, Duluth News Tribune, via
Alex Mayes)
Future Canadian Steam...It has taken eight years, but a century old steam locomotive has finally made the
two day trek from Prince Albert, Saskatchewan to Mossleigh, Alberta. The rare, original steam locomotive is
one of the few remaining still around today. Locomotive 5080 was on display in Prince Albert but suffered
years of neglect and vandalism. "We were able to save a 100 year old piece of history that was becoming a liability to the City of Prince Albert," Aspen Crossing owner Jason Thornhill said. "People were doing things
they shouldn't be doing and it was becoming very dangerous for the city. The city was looking for a new home
for the locomotive and we managed to provide a new home. "Thornhill almost gave up the idea to obtain the
locomotive but was ultimately helped by his friend Al Broadfoot, who kept poking the bear (the city of Prince
Albert) and they finally donated it to the two men. A quick look around the engine shows years of distress and
weathered paint. The dials and levers, while vintage, appear to be in good shape. While it's unclear how much
work will be required to refurbish the engine, the team is very confident that the work will be done. Former
Canadian National 5080 is a 4-6-2 "Pacific" type steam locomotive built in Montreal in 1914. It helped to
bring people, produce and lumber to western Canada. The cost of the restoration is expected to be close to $1
million. Upon completion, the locomotive will be renamed "The Spirit of Prince Albert. "Thanks to Christa
Dao, Global News, via Tom Schultz and Bob Sandusky)
(Continued on Page 15)
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(Steam News, Continued from Page 14)
Son Wants Father's Locomotive Restored...Driving into Central Park near downtown Macon, Georgia, you can
see a lot of trains, tracks, and one old steam train that sits in the park. The old steam train has fallen into disrepair
and that's why Chico Scott is on a mission to make sure the county doesn't forget about this piece of history. Benny
Scott spent more than forty years working on the railroad. "He shoveled coal in locomotive 509 to keep it going,
"Chico said. When Benny Scott retired in 1979, the city of Macon honored him with a plaque that now stands in
front of the locomotive. However, as time passed, the train started to get rusty and Chico now feels like the city has
forgotten about the train his dad once worked on. "Every time I come by here just to drop by and check it out and
see if any progress has been made on it. However, there has not been any progress," Scott said. Bibb County recreation director Richard Walker said three organizations came to town to fix the train, but none were successful.
Walker says the county commission would have to give the recreation department money specifically for the train
to fix it. "Money we have in our budget now is for the maintenance for our facilities and our parks, nothing actually for restoring the train," Walker said. While the county figures out the next step, Scott hopes to see the train the
way his late dad remembered it. Locomotive No. 509 is one of twenty-five C-4 Class 2-8-0 Consolidations built by
the Baldwin Locomotive Works in 1906 for the Central of Georgia Railroad. No. 509 remained in service until the
end of steam on the Central and it was formally donated to the City of Macon in 1959.( Thanks to Wayne Reese,
13WMAZ via Tom Schultz)
Pennsylvania Steam.. The borough of North Wales, Pennsylvania will be turning 150 this year and the New Hope
Railroad is proud to join in the celebrations with four special train rides powered by the vintage 1925 Baldwin built
steam locomotive No. 40. Passengers can ride for one day only May 18, as No. 40 thunders between North Wales
and Gwynedd Valley over the rails of the Bethlehem Branch, a line that once connected the City of Philadelphia
with the Lehigh Valley and the all important coal mines beyond. The train will be made up of passenger cars that
are original to the route of the train, with both standard coach and upscale first class service available. This will be
the first time in 28 years that a steam locomotive has operated over this railroad, and the first time since 1985 that
No. 40 has left the northern end of the New Hope Branch to stretch its wheels on the SEPTA Lansdale-Doylestown
Line. The train departs from the SEPTA North Wales Station. Departure times: 10:30 a,m.,12:30 p.m., 1:30 p.m.,
and 3 p.m. New Hope & Ivyland No. 40 is a 2-8-0 built in 1925 by the Baldwin Locomotive Works. It was originally built for the Lancaster & Chester Railroad. For ticket information, go to https://www.newhoperailroad.com
(Thanks to the New Hope & Ivyland Railroad)
Steam In Illinois...Train enthusiasts young and old will have a chance to ride behind a steam locomotive as it travels the rails in Henry County, Illinois. The Annawan-Alba Firefighters Association is hosting steam train rides on
Sunday May 19. Departure times are 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 1:00 p.m. Trains depart at the Annawan Main Street crossing. The train will travel from Annawan to Geneseo and return taking about 45 minutes. Iowa Interstate's 6988, a Chinese built 2-10-2 will power the excursion trains. Tickets can be purchased online at the
Annawan-Alba Firefighters Association Facebook page or by emailing aafpdstation@gmail.com(Thanks to Lisa
Depies, Star Courier, via Tom Schultz)
Niles Canyon Golden Spike 150th Anniversary Railfan Days...While many will be spending this particular
weekend enjoying activities at Promontory, Utah and thereabouts, those remaining in the Bay Area and others will
have a historic opportunity to also celebrate the all important 150th anniversary of the connection between the Central Pacific Railroad and the Union Pacific Railroad. At 10:00 a.m. on May 11, the Niles Canyon Railroad will offer a never before opportunity to ride behind two iconic standard gauge Mallet locomotives: the 2-6-6-2T Clover
Valley Lumber No. 4 and the 2-4-4-2 Columbia River Belt Line Railway No. 7, better known as the Skookum.
This event is limited to 150 passengers. Multiple photo runbys will be held in the historic Niles Canyon. At 1:30, a
"Family Railfan trip" will take place with both locomotives operating again. One photo runby will be held. On
May 12, the Niles Canyon Railroad will operate a Pro Railfan Event with 2-4-4-2 Columbia River Belt Line Railway No. 7, the Skookum. Multiple runbys will be held. Then at 1:30, the Family Railfan Event will be held with
the 2-4-4-2 Skookum. One runby is planned. For ticket information, go to https://www.ncry.org(From Niles Canyon Website)
Slim Princess Blows Cylinder...Southern Pacific 4-6-0 No. 18, which is being leased to the Durango & Silverton
Narrow Gauge Railroad, blew its right cylinder and shattered the piston during a run from Durango, Colorado to
Cascade Canyon on April 9. The "Slim Princess," as it is affectionately called, is a Baldwin steam locomotive built
in 1911 for the Nevada, California Oregon Railway. The train was carrying approximately 100 passengers during
an excursion when the incident occurred between Hermosa and Rockwood. The disabled steam engine was set off
on a siding and the four passenger cars were taken back to Durango under diesel power. The cause of the cylinder
failure wasn't immediately known. D&SNGRR is working to convert former D&RGW 2-8-2 No. 493 to burn oil,
and SP No. 18 is an oil burner. D&SNGRR leased No. 18 in order to give its crew experience with that kind of
fuel. The lease expires June, 2019. (Thanks to Thomas Scalf, Trains News Wire)
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May 2019 Meeting Notice
The next regular meeting of the Cincinnati Railroad Club will be held at 7:30 pm on Thursday,
June 6, 2019 at Harmony Lodge, 646 E. Epworth Ave, Winton Place. The evening’s program, presented by Chris Clock will be: Pennsylvania and the PRR.

No. 460 was built by the
PRR at their Juniata Shops.
It saw plenty of service prior
to and during World War II.
460 was retired from service
in 1955. It can now be seen
at the PRR Museum at Strasburg, PA.
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