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NS has filed suit against two employees who it says
were negligent and failed to prevent the March 18, 2018
crash of southbound #175 at Georgetown, KY. The train
was at a junction where two tracks become one, and both
the conductor and engineer missed the slow signal. They
also failed to announce to the dispatcher that they had applied brakes and were slowing the train. The wreck destroyed two engines, started a fire and derailed 13 cars as it
struck a stopped northbound train. The switch was lined the
wrong way and the signals should have read stop. Four
crew members were hospitalized but all were released. NS
seeks judgement in an amount to compensate the Company
for all damages.
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Cincinnati Railroad Club News
May 4, 2018
By Randy Krumm

PROGRAMS AT FUTURE MEETINGS
June 7th

Photographer E. Donald Smith: Cincinnati and Beyond for 36 years - Chris Mayhew

July 5th

A trip over the C&O, from Cattletsburg to Cincinnati, by Postcard Images - Charles Bogart

August 2nd

Cincinnati Railroading Through the Years - Jim Corbett

Sept. 6th

Better Train Watching by Reading the Signals – Keary Henkener

TRIPS & EVENTS
May 19th

Cincinnati Dinner Train – reservations for this trip are Closed

August 11th

Summerail at the Palace Theater in Marion, Ohio

October 13th Midland Flyer all-day train trip operated by Ohio Rail Experience (same organization as the
LM&M Railroad), from Madeira to Loveland, Washington Courthouse & return. Their
website, www.ohiorailexperience.com, has all the information you need. Tickets are not
yet available, so please put the date on your calendar and we will send an email message
when advised that they are on sale. Members will then need to purchase their own ticket
directly from Ohio Rail Experience. Note that this is the same weekend as the NMRA
Lakota Show.

Headlight & Markers - DELIVERY OPTIONS for 2018
* Effective with the NEXT (“May”) issue, only those members who opted to pay the additional $12 when
renewing their membership will receive the paper version via U.S. mail.

MEMBER UPDATES
* We regret to advise you of the passing of L. D. Hensley at the end of April
* The daughter of Dave Munroe recently informed us that her father passed away in February

If you are not receiving email messages from the Club, please send a message to cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com.
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News From The New President
By Mike Weber
Members:
Well we thought we would be discussing the Museum Center proposed lease with you this month. The Museum center has now asked to put us off until May. More delays. As you know we feel it is important to review and agree on lease
terms before we start spending any money on design and procurement. In my opinion when we reach a certain date in
the future, we tell the Museum Center not to expect us to be 100% moved back in. I think we could go into June and still
be back in for Grand Opening. After that all bets are off. We can get as much done as time permits, and the balance will
have to come later? Hope that is not how it happens.
I have requested good notes be taken at Board meetings. Votes recorded etc. When election time comes it gives our
members a little something to go on, other than name recognition.
At this writing Amtrak management is talking of de-staffing Cincinnati and other stations. The club generally does
not take positions on such 'political' issues. If you have a personal view I am sure the Congress/Senate would like to hear
it. If we lose this fight, we as a group should be at the station the last night, to thank the Amtrak clerks Tom and Megan
for all they have done.
How about lunches? I believe it is a good idea to have a luncheon gathering once in a while near a train location.
Watch your email!
We lost a good member and man this month. He was L. Dean Hensley, our 'go to' L&N expert. His quiet manor and
friendliness at club meetings was always appreciated.
Donations were received last month from Wm. Hunt of Trenton, Ohio. These included Vintage TRAINS/Railfan stuff
that we can give out to kids at Tower A.
By the time you read this we will have had a chance to clean out some of the old shelving from the warehouse. We
have CHOSEN not to re-use it in Tower A. I am in favor of keeping some of the shelving for the room on the lower floor
of the tower, that I anticipate being ours to use. There is concern our new book shelves will not be as sturdy as the old
ones. These were hand picked by President Zellner. We won't let that happen.
Why are we returning to Tower A?? My reading of the members is we now consider it 'HOME'. In my opinion if we
do not use Tower A to grow membership, then we miss the entire point. With 60,000 visitors the last year we were open,
we are failing if we do not gain one member a month.

Amtrak News
By Mike Weber

The political forces of West Virginia seem to have changed the mind of Richard Anderson of Amtrak regarding excursion trains. I would say it is 90% sure there will be a New River Train in fall 2018!!Rep. Jenkins of West
Virginia is also pushing for a daily CARDINAL!! He could use help from other interested Congressional members.
Amtrak intends to order replacement cars for the Amfleet 1. These sturdy cars have over 10 million miles on some
of them. Saved Amtrak in the 1970's. New locomotives, also. That would surprise me if they are not more Siemens chargers!!
Amtrak has increased the age of the senior discount to 65. They have eliminated the AAA discount and the Student discount. The Parlor Car on STARLIGHT is gone. No more printed timetables. Rail /Trails National Park service summer staffers on trains probably gone. Amtrak will not pick up their lodging any longer. All in
a Congressional directed push to eliminate costly subsidy!! Costly. Take a look at the cost of the FAA!!!
Cincinnati Streetcar had rider 1 million in April. Ridership peaks at sporting events, weekends for sure. Tremendous development along the route. Especially Over the Rhine. My observation is when there are people on the streets
of our fair city, there are people on the streetcar. It’s that simple.

Saturday May 12, 2018 is National Train Day. Let’s Ride the Rails.
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Scioto Valley Traction Company
By Robert Hettrick
Originally published in the Headlight and Markers Newsletter #136, June 1952
The Ohio-Midland Light and Power Company was originally incorporated on September 8, 1899, under
the laws of the State of Ohio as the Scioto Valley Traction Company. On June 1, 1923, the name was
changed to the Scioto Valley Railway and Power Company, and on March 12, 1932, to its present name.
Under terms of its original charter, and a certificate of amendment filed on June 26, 1930, the company has the
right, among other things, to engage in a general electric light and power business and to conduct general
transportation service.
Surveys were made by A. W. Jones, who was employed as engineer for the Scioto Valley Traction Company in December, 1900, and who was in charge of all Surveys and construction work on the Chillicothe and
Lancaster Divisions until September, 1905, when the line to Chillicothe was completed and in operation.
In December of 1900, the Scioto Valley Traction Company opened an office in the Board of Trade Building in Columbus.
The first preliminary survey for the Scioto Valley Traction Company, east of the Scioto River, Chillicothe
to Circleville, began at Chillicothe, December 28, 1900. Another preliminary survey, for a proposed line west
of the Scioto River, Chillicothe to Circleviile, began at Chillicothe on January 5, 1901.
On January 30, 1901, an office for the engineering force was opened in the Carlisle Block, Paint and Main
Streets, Chillicothe. in the spring of 1901, the first grading on the line as built, was started by W. N. Luchtenberg Company, the contractors, at the sandstone cut near North Columbus Street, Lancaster. Actual earth moving was preceded by a parade of the Contractor's equipment, headed by a band. The first furrow was plowed by
Col. L. G. Silbaugh, Mayor of Lancaster.
Grading work was done, culverts, piers, and bridges built during 1901, 1902, and 1903, and steel bridges
were erected in May, 1903. The power house was built in 1903 and the first tract was laid in South Parsons
Avenue and Smoky Road on March 19, 1903.
John T. Adams began laying track on the Lancaster Division at Rager on June 10, 1903, and on July 30,
1903, track was laid through Groveport. Track was laid on the Chillicothe Division in the summer of 1903· On
the Lancaster and Chillicothe Divisions, track was ballasted in October, 1903.
The first electric car over this new third rail system was run over the Columbus-Lancaster Division on
Tuesday afternoon, July 19, 1904- The car reached Canal Winchester at 3 o'clock, and was soon the object of
interest to a large crowd of spectators.
The car was in charge of Mr. N. F. Clark as a motorman, and the trip to Canal Winchester was made without a hitch or hindrance of any kind. At Canal Winchester, a representative of the Times boarded the train and
it continued on its way to Carroll with "the ease and grace of a bird and showing astonishing bursts of speed."
A few miles below Carroll the trip ended, since the third rail was not connected up below the Jackson Road.
The car then made the return trip to Columbus and, astonishing" speed was recorded. The four miles from
Canal Winchester to Groveport was covered in 5 ½ minutes. At one place, the car registered a speed of 62
miles an hour. From Canal Winchester to Obetz Junction, a distance of 8 miles; the time was only 13 minutes.
This trial trip was concluded with a run to the power house at Reese, then to Parsons Avenue and return.
All members of the Canal Winchester Council worked for the road, although the line was opposed by
some citizens who believed it would ruin business. On July 21, 1904, the first train sheet for the Scioto Valley Traction Company was made and on July 27, 1904, Thomas B. Singrey, who had been working for the
Company on work trains since June 21, 1903, was employed as motorman. Canal Winchester. The first regular car, in charge of Conductor Fred E. Abbott and Motorman William S. Brobst, left Obetz Junction at 12:09
pm. and returned from Canal Winchester to South Parsons Avenue at 1:00 p.m.
The first special car with officers and stockholders aboard ran from South Parsons Avenue to Carroll the
afternoon of July 23, 1904, and a special car testing the third rail was run through to Columbus Street, Lancaster, Ohio, on July 24, 1904.
(Continued on Page 5)
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(Scioto Valley Traction Company, Continued from Page 4)
A special car for officials and guests was run to Lancaster, Thursday .July 28 1904. Leaving South Parsons
Avenue at 5:12 p.m. Upon arrival in Lancaster these officials and guests were entertained at a dinner given by
Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Davis, at the Mithoff Hotel.
On August 2, 1904, an observation train of three flat cars, drawn by an engine, was run from South Parsons
Avenue, Columbus, to Circleville with officials and guests aboard. Two days later, on August 4, a special car
was run to Circleville with Superintendent Luke C. Bradley and officials on board and on August 5, two hour
service was established from South Parsons Avenue, Columbus, to Circleville, Ohio.
Contracts were let for extension of the line south of Circleville, September 30, 1904, and the grading began
in October, 1904. Work on the Chillicothe Bridge begin an October 7. 1904, and was finished August 7, 1905.
On Saturday, December 3. 1904, a special car carried Governor Myron T. Herrlck from Columbus to Lancaster on a visit to the Boys' Industrial, School.
The Scioto Valley Pool turned property over to The Scioto Valley Traction Company in March, 1905.
The laying of track between Circleville and Chillicothe began at Kingston on March 3. 1905. The first rails
were laid to and on the Chillicothe trestle on July 30, and the first engine and work train ran to Chillicothe
bridge on Jul 31.
On August 5, electric current was turned on from Ashville substation to Kingston. The first special car on
the extension, with officials and guests on board, was run to Kingston on August 11, under power from Ashville substation, and on August 14, regular hourly service to Kingston was inaugurated. On October 21, the
general offices were moved from Obetz Junction to Third and Rich Streets, Columbus, Ohio.
The old Circleville station was opened on November 15. 1905, and the new station on January 4, 1909. Joe
Amicon received the first car of freight to Chillicothe on December 4, 1905. The Scioto Valley Traction
Company began using the Third and Rich Streets station for passengers and regular freight service on Tuesday, December 5. 1905.
A special car was run by Superintendent Luke C. Bradley and Ned E. Rees for the Hon. Albert Douglas
from Lancaster to Chillicothe in 1906, making a record run of sixty-four miles in 92 minutes.
In 1905-1906, a survey was made for a proposed extension from Carroll to Buckeye Lake by Arthur J. Wolfe
and Julian Qriggs.In 1906, the Lancaster station was built. Lancaster to Nelsonville surveys and maps were
made in 1906-1907 under the direction of Julian Griggs as Chief Engineer, for a proposed extension.
Track was extended to Main Street on Bridge Street in Chillicothe in 1908 the first car ran to Main Street
on October 15, 1908. The Chillicothe station was built in 1911-1912 and was opened for Passenger business
on June 27, 1912.
The Ohio Electric Railway station was opened at Third and Rich Streets, Columbus, Ohio, on January 6,
1912. In 1913, the Parsons Avenue viaduct was built. In the winter of 1917-1918, the Obetz Junction was built
and was opened on March 18; 1918.
On December 17, 1919, General John. J. Pershing rode a special car,, Motor No. l17, from Columbus to
Chillicothe with George Gallegher as motorman in service uniform. In September 1926, the Picway generating
plant of the Columbus Railway Power and Light began operation.
Limited parlor car service began on the Chillicothe Division on January 7, 1927, With one car .making
three round trips daily except Sunday. On July 31, 1927, Chillicothe Division Limited parlor cars were
changed to two-hour service, five and one-half hour trIps dally. On this same day, limited parlor car service
with one car on the Lancaster Division was discontinued after March 30, 1929
On March 1, 1928, the power house of the Scioto Valley Railway and Power and Light Company was abandoned and power was purchased from the Picway (OH.) plant of the Columbus Railway, Power and Light
Company and the current was changed from 25 to 60 cycles ..
Limited and regular service was reduced on the Chillicothe and Lancaster Divisions in March of 1929 and
limited service abandoned to Chillicothe in April, 1930.On June 20, 1930, stockholders of the Scioto Valley
Railway and Power Company voted to abandon passenger and freight service, except freight haul between
Groveport and the Picway Generating plant of the Columbus Railway, Power arid Light Company.
(Continued on Page 6)
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(Scioto Valley Traction Company, Continued from Page 5)
Passenger and freight service was discontinued on September 30, 1930. The last car, No. 114, left Columbus for
Lancaster at 5:35 p.m. When this car left Lancaster for Columbus· at 7:05 p.m. in charge of Conductor James E.
Newlove and Motorman H. R. Carroll, there were among the passengers, Ben Antll, Confectioner, and Frank
Wright, 621 N. High St., Lancaster, who rode on the first trip on July 25, 1904; Col. L. G. Silbaugh, former Mayor
of Lancaster, who turned the first earth for grading of the railroad in the spring of .1901, T. B. Singrey, a motorman
who was with the company from the start and ChIef EngIneer, Gregg D.Wolfe.
It was estimated that 300 were present at the Main Street station when the last car pulled out and the crew of the
last cars were presented with bouquets of beautiful dahlias by residents of North Columbus Street, and people in the
neighborhood gave them a big farewell greeting at the big curve. As this last car went through Canal Winchester, G.
D. Wolfe autographed the receipts for fare to Columbus.
The last car from Chillicothe left for Columbus at 11:30 p.m., and the last car out of Columbus left at 7:30 p.m.
After 26 years of service the cars were discontinued because other means of transportation superseded them. The
service's relatively short existence was evidence of the swift-moving advances of the times. The Scioto Valley
Traction line is a significant chapter in the history of Ohio's development and progress.
The administrative and accounting office of !he electric department of OhIo-MIdland Light and Power Company
moved to the remodeled old freight and passenger station at Canal Winchester on June 24, 1932. The old school
building at ThIrd and Rich Streets, Columbus, was abandoned entirely after being used as a station and for offices
since October 21, 1905.
The only part of the Scioto Valley Traction line now in operation is that from Groveport to Picway power plant
of the Columbus and Southern Ohio Electric Company. All coal and other material for the Picway plant, coming
to Groveport on the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad and to Obetz on the Norfolk and Western Railroad.
A lone primary purpose for organization of the Scioto Valley Traction Company, now Ohio-Midland Light
and Power Company, was construction and operation of an electric third rail Interurban railway system. The company did not engage in the sale of electrical energy until 1916 when distribution and facilities were installed in rural
areas and villages along the traction lines. However, the company did sell electrical energy before the year 1916,
and it is reported that some people served themselves by tapping on to the third rail.

The following information updated the history of the former Scioto Valley Traction after the abandonment and publication of this original article from the book The Electric Interurban Railways in America by
George W. Hilton and John F Due, Published 1960 Stanford University Press 1960, Stanford, California.
By the late 1920's, the road was furnishing power to some fifty communities, mainly in the suburbs of Columbus, and by 1941 the company served 106 communities. The company recognized the changing character
of its operations by changing its name to the Scioto Valley Railway and Power Company in 1923, and to the
Ohio Midland Light and Power Company in 1932. Passenger and general freight service were abandoned September 30, 1930, and the tracks removed except for about 13 miles in the vicinity of Obetz Junction, which
were retained to switch coal from the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway at Groveport and the Norfolk and Western Railway at Obetz to the company's power station near Lockbourne. This trackage was dieselized in 1956
and abandoned in 1957 and 1958, except for a 2-mile segment between Lockbourne and the powerhouse. Revenues from the power business account for the unusual circumstance that general rail operations were abandoned without the company's showing a single annual deficit.
Personal observation that the former Right of Way is visible between the former Norfolk and Western Railroad(NS) and Chesapeake and Ohio Railway (CSX) from Groveport (near Columbus) to Chillicothe, OH. At
one time some abandoned electric equipment was parked on disconnected trackage near Lockbourne, OH. on
the former Scioto Valley Traction Right of Way and I believe were moved from that location in mid-1980s. I
have photos of the equipment, but could not remember where I filled them.
(Note: The material for this article was obtained for the most part from the Ohio-Midland Light and
Power Company's pamphlet~ Highlights of Our First Half Century. We are indebted to that company and
to its manager, J. Edgar Cathers, for making the material available to us.l
This article was submitted by Dale W. Brown. He scanned and re-edited the original article from the June
1952 Headlight and Markers Newsletter #138. Thank you Dale for your contribution to this newsletter.
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Railfan’s Diary
Moonlighting on the Canadian — Part One
or
Domes, Sweet Domes (Four of Em!)
By Jim Mixter
February 2018 brought the opportunity for Lolly and me to retrace a bit of our 1974 honeymoon in Western Canada
and ride VIA Rail Canada’s transcontinental offering, “The Canadian.” At the Potomac Chapter NRHS’s banquet last
spring, I had met Bill Schaefer, cousin of our speaker, Mike Schaefer, and he had told me about the “Moonlighters,” a
group which traverses Canada in winter during a full moon. Intrigued, Lolly and I booked our travel early last summer
as soon as the group’s trip timing was decided.
The prelude to the main event of the trip was a flight from Washington to Seattle, a day with relatives there, and then
taking a Monday morning Amtrak “Cascades” from Seattle to Vancouver. We checked in airline-style for seat assignments about 7:30AM in the beautifully restored King Street Station; we got Puget Sound side seats (all seats are assigned, with stickers placed on the back of Amtrak seat checks) and then awaited train time. There was a knot of people
in our demographic category, and I inquired if they might be Moonlighters, and indeed they were. Like Lolly and me,
they were getting to Vancouver a day before our VIA departure to insure against any possible travel hiccups.
The tragic wreck of an Amtrak Cascades not very long ago, along with a derailment which put another Talgo trainset
out of service, meant that we would ride in Superliners rather than a Talgo. Having ridden a Cascades Talgo in 2016, I
was okay with the substitution; riding upstairs in the Sightseer Lounge would be better for viewing scenery.
Our consist was brand-new Washington DOT-owned Siemens Charger diesel 516, Sightseer 33011, Superliner coach
34047, Superliner coach-baggage 31039, and former F40 cab control car (“cabbage”) 90250. The train runs in the “pull”
mode northbound and “push” southbound. We enjoyed views of the snow-capped Olympic Range across Puget Sound
and quite a lot of running right along the Sound itself, fortunately without the mudslides which periodically disrupt Cascades and Empire Builder service. North of Everett, after diverging from the route of the Empire Builder, the ex-Great
Northern to Canada was new mileage for me. We passed old fishing communities, new housing, and campsites of the
homeless. A coal empty, headed back to the Powder River Basin passed southbound with a DPU on the end. We passed
a northbound manifest freight, and a southbound Talgo sped by. Another southbound freight confirmed that this line is
pretty busy. We caught a glimpse of the Cascade Range, but clouds and mist obscured Mount Baker. We saw lots of
water birds on the Sound and a huge flock of snow geese blanketing a large field. Aboard the Sightseer, we became acquainted with several Moonlighters. Because our train cannot tilt as the Talgos do, we lost a few minutes of time in
curves; entry into Vancouver was tortuous, slowed first by a swing bridge opened for river traffic and then by freight interference for the last five miles or so before we reached the former Canadian National station in Vancouver, Pacific
Central Station, built in 1919 for the Canadian Northern Railway, a CN predecessor. As we neared the station, sighting
ex-Canadian Pacific stainless-steel Budd-built VIA passenger equipment whetted our appetite for tomorrow evening’s
departure. We arrived about an hour late and went through border formalities as we entered the station. The beautiful
Neoclassical Revival station hosts VIA’s single transcontinental offering, the Canadian, and Amtrak’s twice-daily Cascades to Seattle. It also is the terminus for inter-city bus service; a light rail line passes next to the station, and we took it
to get close to our hotel in the heart of downtown. Canadian Pacific’s Waterfront Station, which used to host the Canadian, is now an intermodal station with light rail, commuter rail, passenger ferry, and extensive bus service.
Tuesday morning brought a relaxed sleep-in and then several hours at the Vancouver Museum of Art. After that, we
retraced our route of the day before with a several-block walk from our hotel and then the light rail to Pacific Central Station. Having several hours before a large group of Moonlighters would gather for dinner, we hung out in a nearby pub,
drinking a late lunch and reading.
At 4:45PM, per instructions from Bill, about 60 of us gathered and placed our luggage in the baggage room before
walking two blocks for a huge meal at “Campagnolo.” After about six courses of Italian food, we returned to Pacific
Central Station, where we reclaimed our luggage and checked in for the Canadian’s 8:30PM scheduled departure. The
first class Panorama Lounge could not hold all of us, but the overflow area outdoors had tables with overhead patio heaters and, best of all, a view of two VIA Park-series dome-observation-lounges, one attached to our train. Our train was
spotted in two sections due to its 22-car length, and the rear section was having its air pumped up by a compressor for
brake testing.
Soon it was time to board our HUGE winter consist:

(Continued on page 8)
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(Moonlighting on the Canadian...Continued from Page 7)
VIA Rail Canada Train 2, The Canadian, February 27, 2018
F40PH-3

6434, 6418, 6431

Baggage-Dormitory

8609

Sleeping Car (215)

Monck Manor

Coach

8116

Sleeping Car (214)

Franklin Manor

Skyline Dome Coffee-Shop

8509

Sleeping Car (213)

Rogers Manor

Sleeping Car (line no. 221)

Cameron Manor

Sleeping Car (212)

Fraser Manor

Sleeping Car (220)

Wolfe Manor

Sleeping Car (211)

Stuart Manor

Sleeping Car (219)

Douglas Manor

Sleeping Car (210)

Drummond Manor

Sleeping Car (218)

Brant Manor

Skyline Dome Coffee-Shop

8515

Skyline Dome Coffee-Shop

8512

Dining Car (B)

Louise

Dining Car (A)

Emerald

Chateau Closse

Sleeping Car (217)

Carleton Manor

Sleeping Car (dormitory for
added staff, this trip only)
Prestige Sleeping Car (230)

Sleeping Car (216)

Grant Manor

Dome Observation Lounge
Prestige Sleeping Car (239)

Ex-Canadian National Station

Chateau Denonville
Prince Albert Park

Lots of classic stainless steel!

Lolly and I were leaving Vancouver on the Canadian,
just as we had on our honeymoon in June, 1074. The train was
departing the ex-CN station rather than the ex-CP, but it featured the same WONDERFUL Budd equipment as in 1974,
and our 2018 version of the Canadian was more than twice as long, with twice as many domes.
The Canadian operates two days a week in the winter and three days in the summer. The summer consist can run to
30 cars; winter is usually much smaller, eight to ten cars, but tonight’s had swollen to 22 cars for the Moonlighters. Just
who are the Moonlighters, and how does this annual trip come about? The Moonlighters began as several couples, including Bill and his wife Linda. They rode the Canadian in winter nine or ten years ago, when the train is less crowded
than in summer, and during a full moon, when nighttime viewing from the domes of snow-covered Canada landscapes
can be most enjoyable. VIA also offers significant off-season discounts. They told friends, their friends started riding
and told their friends, and so the tradition grew. There is no group booking or charter involved—Bill lets people know
what days the departures will be from Vancouver and Toronto, and everyone makes their own reservations with VIA. As
the regular cars of the Canadian sell out, VIA adds more, and with the group numbering over 100 for the last several
years, VIA also adds dining and Skyline dome cars to make meals manageable and provide more dome seating. The
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Toronto (leaving the evening of our eastbound arrival) had 45 booked, with 13 of these being hardy round-trip travelers
who would spend eight consecutive nights aboard the Canadian!! About 40% of the Moonlighters were traveling singly,
the rest were couples and family groups. Bill acts as facilitator, sending out helpful tips and advisories during the year,
arranging the group dinner, and providing name tags to help the group get acquainted. One of the Moonlighters, Brit
Richards, is a travel agent retired from railroading who specializes in rail travel (find him at CatchaTrain.com). We and
many other Moonlighters had Brit book our trip.
Lolly and I had booked early enough that we were in Car 210, Drummond Manor, a regularly scheduled car, and this
put us as close to the Park dome lounge observation car as any standard sleeping car would be. Just behind our car was
one of the two extra Skyline domes added for us, and behind that was our assigned dining car. We had Bedroom E, the
second-best room in the car—located near the center for the quietest ride. The only better room in a “Manor” series car is
F, which is now sold as a bedroom but is actually a “compartment,” 18 inches longer than a bedroom, a significant difference for two people maneuvering around, especially when the beds are down. I had asked for an F, but Brit advised that
when he booked our room, the F’s in the cars assigned at that point were sold—waiting for an F in a car added later
would mean being farther from the rear of the train. I noticed Bill and Linda had F in our car, and Brit and Caroline the
one in the car ahead of ours!! Insiders’ privilege, and well-deserved!!
Our train’s exterior was spotlessly clean, except for where a seagull had thoughtlessly strafed our bedroom window; I
dealt with this with wet paper toweling before walking our portion of the train for a few night images. My new middle-of
-the-price-range Nikon has ISO up to 25,000, so night images no longer require a tripod. Just beyond the front end of our
boarding section, I found our power poking its nose out of the engine service building one track over, attached to the other boarding section.
After stowing our things and arranging with the car attendant for our beds to be made down, we joined twenty or so
Moonlighters in the adjacent Skyline dome to await departure, which was delayed as a deadhead car with a broken water
line was removed from the front of the train. We left Vancouver nearly an hour late, but overhead, the full moon became
visible as we left behind light rain and fog, and we hoped this was a good omen. To the amazement of our group, we
made it out of Vancouver without multiple freight interference delays, something unusual for the Canadian and far different from the day before aboard Amtrak on the same trackage. And now a word (quite a few words, actually) about the
Canadian’s timekeeping. Our scheduled arrival into Toronto Saturday morning was 9:30, and I had booked a 3:00 PM
flight that I thought was makeable, though VIA advises against booking an air connection the same day. A month before
our trip, Bill sent out an advisory indicating that the BEST the Canadian had done in two prior months was five hours
late, and typical lateness was ten hours, with an extreme case of 22 hours late!! We didn’t want to risk arriving Toronto
and missing our flight, so I swallowed hard and booked a non-refundable night at a Toronto airport hotel and paid $400 in
change fees to United to change to a 6:00 AM flight.
What’s with the Canadian’s timekeeping? Well, east of Kamloops, it has run on the Canadian National since VIA
made it the only transcontinental train, and freight business on the CN has boomed in recent years with growth in intermodal, crude oil, oilfield supplies, grain, and general freight; there continues to be significant coal movement, including
for export. CN is single track with passing sidings, and freights now often exceed the length of some of the sidings; the
line is suffering the same success-related congestion problems as Burlington Northern Santa Fe’s ex-Great Northern
mainline did a few years ago. CN is busy adding some second main track and extending sidings, but relief is months
away at best. The railroad just shook up senior management and they are adding locomotives and hiring crews, but the
railroad is still struggling to get trains over the line. The Canadian’s timekeeping has not been a priority for CN, and of
course, the passenger train can fit into any siding, so it has spent a lot of time in the hole, waiting. It runs on a schedule
that is 16 hours (and one night) longer than the one Canadian Pacific’s Canadian had pre-VIA, but the train usually can’t
make even that relaxed schedule. A year previously, Fred Frailey wrote a blog highly critical of this whole situation after
a winter trip, though one not with the Moonlighters; he had to leave the train a day or so early and fly the rest of the way
in order to make a business commitment.
Now, more on the Moonlighters. These are people who want to experience a 1950’s train experience crossing Canada
under a full moon. They are not just railfans. They are an eclectic mix which also includes professional railroaders, educators, journalists, and other professionals. Bill retired as Norfolk Southern’s Director-Strategic Planning. Ed Ellis is
President and CEO of the Iowa Pacific Holdings, with extensive short line and regional rail ownership. Don Phillips is
retired from the Washington Post and writes for Trains. Other Moonlighters are short line operators, railroad consultants,
the Vice Chair of Rail Passengers Association (formerly NARP), and current and retired managers from several of the
major North American railroads and short lines. There is even a retired oil guy, your humble correspondent.

(Continued on Page 10)
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(Moonlighting on the Canadian...Continued from Page 9)
As we proceeded east that first night, we noticed something unusual. We were holding the main line, and nearly every
siding held a freight, not only westbounds, but also some eastbounds. All waiting for us!! Could this continue as we progressed eastward?
Morning found us in Kamloops, our first major stop, just after dawn. Chuck Weinstock, a researcher with the Software Engineering Institute at Carnegie-Mellon University in Pittsburgh, had thoughtfully given me and a few other
Moonlighters a spiral-bound timetable he had assembled listing all sidings, trackside detectors, cities/towns, and our
scheduled stops. This would be a useful reference throughout our trip. I had met Chuck in the 1980’s when I was with a
small group of mileage collectors including him and Trains editor Dave Ingles riding and photographing the short-lived
Tex Mex Express on the Texas American Railway between Corpus Christi and Laredo; our only contact since then had
been on Facebook, until I noticed his name on the “manifest” of Moonlighters sent out by Bill Schaeffer shortly before
our trip. Jerry Angier, a former Cincinnatian and member of CRRC has Moonlighted but was unable to ride this year.
Ira Silverman, who is retired from Amtrak and a member of the Potomac Chapter, NRHS, was riding with his wife Sharon.
As indicated in Chuck’s timetable, there are defect detectors about every 15 miles (“no alarms, 100 axles”), and sidings between four and twenty miles apart. This is a hot railroad, with freight trains in nearly every siding, waiting for us,
just as we had seen the night before. Something was up with the CN, and we decided it was us! As we enjoyed breakfast, we noticed that we were now running ahead of schedule. Most scheduled stops are flag stops, and rather than the
train slowing to see if a passenger is waiting, VIA requires passengers to reserve 48 hours in advance and provide a telephone number. We found out why VIA wants a phone number…when we were a few minutes out of Valemount and
running a full hour ahead of schedule, the conductor called the passenger who was to board there, reached him at his
home, and asked if he could come to the station early. He could, he did, and we departed, still running an hour early!!
Departing Valemount, we noted an ex-IC semi-trailer being used for storage at a CN maintenance facility—a long way
from its Mid-American original home and a reminder of the CN’s acquisition of the IC.
At 3:00PM we arrived in Jasper an hour early, making for an extended service stop. Those of us in the Park car’s
dome enjoyed a Bald Eagle swooping over the train as we came to a stop. Our other wildlife sighting in Jasper was a
herd of elk, considered by locals to be “the pigeons of the rail yard” --they wander along the tracks grazing on grain that
has spilled from freight cars. There was plenty of time to stretch our legs and watch the splitting of the train for servicing, which included a man on a boom truck washing the four domes. In the station, I acquired a pair of stemless VIA
wineglasses which would serve as proper ware for gin and tonics we prepared in our room and carried to the dome. A
several-car VIA “Skeena” train was parked—it operates a tri-weekly day schedule from Jasper to Prince George, lays
over, and the next day runs Prince George-Prince Rupert, both days with marvelous scenery. In the summer it features an
extra-fare Park car for the premium tourist trade. Some refer to it as the “Rupert Rocket.” Lolly and I had ridden its unnamed CN predecessor Prince George-Prince Rupert on our honeymoon in 1974, and the conductor even invited us to
ride in its F-unit cab for the last several hours into Prince Rupert!
During the cocktail hour featuring complimentary champagne in the dome, we descended out of the Rockies. It was
tough to leave dome for our dinner seating, but meals on the Canadian have their own appeal. Lunch and dinner
menus change daily, and each offers three main courses plus one that’s vegetarian. My lunch had been sliced roast beef
in a Yorkshire Pudding bowl; dinner was rack of lamb. Canadian wine enhanced the food, as did good table company
and great scenery outside. All meals are prepared on board and are included in sleeping car fares. Dining cars are named
for Canadian lakes, and I am pretty sure our car, “Louise,” had been in one of our Canadian consists in 1974. VIA’s dining cars have 48 seats, and they use all of them for passengers, unlike Amtrak, which typically devotes a table or two for
unsightly staging of supplies.
We whiled away the rest of the evening in the dome, with the overhead lights out so we could enjoy the moon. At
Edmonton, the long stop allowed for some night photos on the platform, and then we were entertained by Ed Ellis
conducting a guitar sing-along in the Park car’s rear lounge. All too soon it was bedtime. The ride the first night,
through mountains, had been fairly smooth. The second night, at higher speed along mostly straight and heavily used
main line, was rough—I suspect that it is roughest-riding in the late winter before spring brings maintenance to address
the effects of winter frost and the pounding of freight trains.

(To be continued in the May 2018 issue of Headlight and Markers)
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The rise of the blue-collar signing bonus—now up to$25,000
By Danielle Paquette

In today’s economy, even railroads
are offering signing bonuses.
(Matthew Brown/AP)

Analysis: Interpretation of the news based on evidence, including data, as well as anticipating how events
might unfold based on past events.
This year, BNSF Railway, one of the country’s largest freight railroads, aims to hire 3,500 workers across the
United States — a challenge at a time when employers nationwide say they are struggling to fill vacancies.
So, BNSF is offering something rare in blue-collar America: signing bonuses up to $25,000 for hourly workers, including conductor trainees, electricians and mechanics.
“We want to meet our customers’ needs, and we’re going to do what we need to do to hire for our company,”
said Amy Casas, the railroad’s director of corporate communications.
A blend of forces pushed BNSF to beef up incentives, she said. The national unemployment rate has fallen to
a 17-year low (4.1 percent), and the figure has dropped to 2.8 percent in some areas of the railroad’s network.
Casas would not specify which of the 28 states with BNSF tracks have the toughest hiring climate, but Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa and North Dakota have jobless rates below the country’s average.
The tight labor markets, combined with rising freight demand — a symptom of the “moving economy,” she
said — has intensified BNSF's talent-attraction efforts.
(Continued on Page 12)
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(Blue collar signing bonus...Continued from Page 11)
Beyond the five-digit railroad perks, blue-collar industries such as construction and security are giving extra
cash to new hires, according to job listings and interviews with employers.
They usually come with strings. The BNSF signing bonus will be paid out in installments over three years,
Casas said, and vary depending on an applicant’s skills. (The incentives start at $15,000. The company would
not say how many employees have received them.)
Gary Painter, a public policy and economics professor at the University of Southern California, said he expects to see more of these perks, which are more often associated with office roles.
“A shortage is only a shortage,” he said, “until you pay enough money to relieve that shortage.”
The trend could pull more workers from major cities to smaller job markets, where wages have historically
been lower and housing is cheaper. Think: Nebraska, Indiana, Iowa — states with larger blue-collar communities.
“Employers throughout the country will start to offer higher wages than they had two years ago,” Painter
said, “and you’ll see people entering these medium-sized metro areas directly because they can get similar incomes at much lower housing costs.”
Bill Brown, chief executive of Ben Hur Construction in St. Louis, said as the economy strengthens, more
people are investing in building projects and he needs more workers to meet the climbing demand.
Over the past year, his company, which employs about 450 workers, has increased bonuses to new hires and
veteran workers by about a third. (He would not name the amounts.)
“If you’re trying to court them,” he said, “you've got to get the checkbook out.”
Drew Levine, president of G4S Secure Solutions, a national security-staffing firm in Virginia with more
than 30,000 employees, said he is offering signing bonuses to new hires in Silicon Valley. The checks range
from $250 to $1,200.
“When there’s full employment, almost where we are now,” he said, “everyone’s competing for the same
personnel.”
Eds: This article appeared in the Washington Post on April 30, 2018. To view it on their website please go to:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/04/30/the-rise-of-the-blue-collar-signing-bonus-now-up-to-25,000/
Warren Buffett owns BNSF, through the Berkshire Hathaway Company, the company which he founded and controls. The company
is currently sitting on 160 billion in cash waiting to make another major acquisition. Could he possibly be looking at another railroad
to acquirer. The most recent rumor was that he trying to acquire Hershey Foods.

CRRC Board Member Receives a Special Award
Chris Mayhew, one of our newest board members, recently received a special award. Chris was included in
the writing and the taking of video for the Enquirer’s “Seven Days of Heroin Special Report”, which recently
won a Pulitzer Prize for Local Reporting. This is like winning an Oscar in Journalism.
Please spread the word and congratulate him the next time you see him at a monthly meeting.
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GE Update —What Is Happening With GE
By Jack Clock
FORT WORTH, TX, March 20, 2018 — GE Transportation (NYSE: GE) secures 225 orders in 2018 for
locomotive modernizations, as well as completes the first of 100 modernizations for Norfolk Southern (NYSE:
NSC). With the increased demand, GE’s 1-million-square-foot facility in Fort Worth is now the world’s largest locomotive modernization facility.
The modernization program updates aging locomotives — some more than 20-years-old — with customized solutions that range from simple changes, including control system upgrades, to complex restorations,
such as the comprehensive transformation of an aged DC locomotive into an AC locomotive outfitted with
state-of-the-art digital technology.
“This rebuild program with GE aligns with Norfolk Southern’s strategic values for responsible stewardship
of resources,” said Doug Corbin, assistant vice president -mechanical at Norfolk Southern. “The rebuild program will modernize and improve our locomotive fleet, adding service life, increasing freight hauling capacity
and enabling us to reduce capital spending requirements for new locomotives by efficiently refreshing our existing assets. Modernizations will most likely be a strong portion of our locomotive capital spending for a
number of years.”
GE increases asset value of locomotives over their lifecycle and optimizes future growth opportunities for
customers. Modernizations also extend the service life of locomotives by approximately 20 years. Already, GE
Transportation customers have experienced substantial outcomes from the program, including up to 10 percent
fuel efficiency gains, 40 percent increase in reliability and 50 percent increase in haulage ability.
Canadian Pacific (NYSE: CP), looking to take advantage of such optimization, had 30 modernized locomotives delivered in 2017 and an additional 80 are on order to be delivered in 2018.
“We’ve seen our modernization program grow 20 times since 2015,” said Pascal Schweitzer, vice president, services of GE Transportation. “Over the last decade, GE has transformed more than 2,000 locomotives
for customers worldwide, including for the majority of the Class 1 Railroads in North America as well as international customers. The outcomes these modernizations offer to our customers creates the ability to realize
significantly more value out of existing locomotive assets, which has been game-changing.”

NKP Berkshire 2-8-4 #759 steaming ahead on a Central Vermont excursion at Braintree, VT. Photo by Hugh Strobel
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West Virginia Steam...The Durbin & Greenbrier
Valley Railroad will hold its 2018 Rail Heritage
Weekend at the Cass Scenic Railroad. The three day
event at Cass, West Virginia will cater to railfan enthusiasts, photographers, and historians who have an
interest for West Virginia's unique rail and logging
past. This event will concentrate on recreating photo
scenes from the original steam railroad days in Cass.
The event begins on Friday, May 18, with a special
train from Cass to Whittaker for a logging dinner at
Whittaker Station, followed by a night photo session
at Whittaker featuring a steam powered freight train.
On Saturday, May 19, a freight and passenger train
will depart Cass with photo stops enroute to Spruce.
After lunch, the day will continue with multiple photo stops between Whittaker and Spruce with an emphasis on passing trains at Spruce. On Saturday
evening, a night photo shoot will be held. On Sunday, May 20, a select number of staged photos and
runbys will be held at Cass. There will also be photo
opportunities along the former Greenbrier Line featuring steam powered freight consists. For ticket information, go to http://mountainrailwv.com/tour/
spring-photo-special/
Future Kansas Steam...The long running dispute over Atchinson, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway
No. 3463- the old steam locomotive that has stood
quietly near the Kansas Expocentre for more than
sixty years- came to an end recently with the engine
likely staying in Topeka, although a Minnesota
based non profit will maintain ownership. The Coalition for Sustainable Rail announced it will raise
funds to move the train to a base in Topeka. From
there, the condition of the engine will be evaluated
with the goal of restoring it to full operation. If restoration is not feasible, CSR will restore the train
cosmetically. "I'm excited to keep it in Topeka," said
Davidson Ward, president of CSR. "It has some significant history with that town. It ran to Topeka
many times during its career." The non profit, also
known as Sustainable Rail International, first sought
the locomotive more than five years ago as part of a
biofuel and steam technology project. However, a
group of Topeka residents concerned about the locomotive leaving the city and being modified challenged its ownership. A judge ruled that this group
was not the rightful owners. CSR will now work
with local partners to find a place to restore No.3463
April 2018

and house it permanently. Keeping the locomotive
in Topeka will not only be an attraction for the Great
Overland Station, but also for the city of Topeka.
CSR is in the process of securing funding to move
the train to a yet to be determined location for mechanical and structural study. Moving the locomotive
alone could cost up to $200,000, and without knowing more about 3463's condition, Mr. Ward could not
estimate the total cost to refurbish it. Ideally, the locomotive will move to a facility near the Great Overland Station in north Topeka for study and
preservation. If it is determined the engine can run,
CSR would like to see it put to use on general railroad track in an excursion role while being based out
of Topeka. If the 80 year old, 412,580 pound locomotive is too old to run again, Ward said it will be
restored to look as it did when the Santa Fe gifted it
to Topeka in 1956 and returned to display. No. 3463
is a 4-6-4 "Hudson" type steam locomotive built by
Baldwin Locomotive Works in 1937. It was assigned
to the Chicago-Kansas City passenger service in
1937. Following a number of other assignments
throughout its career, No. 3463 became the last regular passenger service locomotive on the Santa Fe.
She was assigned to trains 27-28, the Antelope,
which operated between Kansas City and Oklahoma City. When the route was dieselized on March
18, 1953, No. 3463 was bumped from regular passenger service. (Thanks to Luke Ranker, TopekaMississippian 76...The Oakland, Maryland B&O
Museum announced recently that
negotiations have been completed for the acquisition of
a steam locomotive and tender to be put on display.
Oakland is located in the panhandle of Maryland. The
"new" steam engine is a 1920 Baldwin locomotive currently in the possession of the Michigan Trust for Railway Preservation at Owosso, Michigan. Since the former Mississippian No. 76 was in the midst of overhaul,
it is currently in several pieces. That will make it easier to bring it to Garrett County. Since it won't be used
for actual operation, a full restoration won't take place.
Instead, efforts will focus on making the locomotive
cosmetically perfect as a display piece. "After it is
cleaned up and reassembled, it will be painted black.
After that, there will be several applications of clearcoating and it's going to shine," said museum chairman
Terry Helbig. At nearly a century old, locomotive No.
76 has a long history. It is a 2-8-0, a type of steam engine once a common sight on the B&O. This particular
engine, however, has no B&O association. For more
information, contact Mr. Helbig at 301-616-0661.
(Continued on Page 15)
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(Steam News, Continued from Page 14)
Help Wanted at Heritage Village. Heritage Village, located at Sidney, Michigan has the former Canadian National 0-6-0 No. 7456 on display. This locomotive is an 0-18-a built by the Grand Trunk Railway at its St. Charles Shops in 1920. Grand Trunk
built fifty of these locomotives between 1919 and
1921 and designated them the F9 class. Lima built
another 24 for the Grand Trunk in 1920. The Village
is looking for volunteers, and here's your chance to
work on a real steam locomotive. It is non- operational however. Also, the years have taken their toll
on the ties and ballast and as a result, the Village
needs to lay some track and move the locomotive in
order to replace the ballast and ties. The project is
going to take a lot of man hours to complete. There
is also plenty to be done on the locomotive as well.
If you would like to help, please contact the Heritage
Village at 989-328-2111 ext 334.
(Thanks to Robert Teed)
Future Indiana Steam...H.K. Porter Inc. manufactured light duty railroad locomotives in the U.S.
starting in 1866. The company became the largest
producer of industrial locomotives, and built almost
8,000 of them. Porter was known for building locomotives that were much smaller than those normally
used by the larger Class 1 railroads. The company's
locomotives were small enough that they were often
operated by one person. Porter built mostly steam
locomotives, but they also built some powered by
gasoline and diesel engines. At Hesston Steam museum, volunteers have worked many hours in getting
their H.K. Porter No. 2 steam locomotive restored to
operation. As of April, the locomotive is very close
to being in operational condition. Still missing is the
tender super structure/tank which holds the water
and fuel supply for the locomotive. An air test has
already been made and it was successful. Workers
would like to have the engine completed in time for
the 2018 operating season. Locomotive No. 2 is a
three foot gauge 2-6-0 "Mogul," built in 1911. The
Hesston Steam Museum at LaPort, Indiana occupies
155 acres and has many different gauge railroads
along with numerous other pieces of steam powered
and vintage farm equipment. For more info, go to
http://www.hesston.org.
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Group Acquires Last Remaining Railroad Locomotive...In California, a group of Marin residents
have purchased the last remaining locomotive of
the once famous "Crookedest Railroad in the
World," which ran from Mill Valley over eight
miles to the top of Mt. Tamalpais. The group's plan
is to cosmetically restore the 97 year old steam engine and bring it back to Marin County, where it
once was the pride and joy of the Mt. Tamalpais &
Muir Woods Railroad. It would then be put on display somewhere along the old line to recall the days
when tourists flocked by the thousands to ride the
scenic railroad and marvel at the views from the top
Mt. Tamalpais and the redwoods of Muir Woods.
"The mountain railroad was world famous," said
Fred Runner, who is manager of the non profit corporation that purchased engine No. 9. "It really put
Marin on the map." The line began service in 1896,
when a group of local businessmen decided to tap
into the early tourist draw to the area by building a
scenic railroad. The line had 281 curves, so the promoters called it "the Crookedest Railroad in the
World." The trains were powered by geared locomotives, of a type used in logging railroads. Business
was so good that the railroad bought engine No. 9
brand new from the Heisler Locomotive Works of
Erie, Pa in 1920. No. 9 ran on Mt. Tamalpais until
1924, when the company had a cash flow problem
and sold the engine to the Siskiyou Lumber Company for $9,750. By the late 1920's, the mountain railroad was unable to compete with new roads and private automobiles and was dealt a fatal blow when a
forest fire devastated Mt. Tamalpais in 1929. The
line was abandoned a year later. Meanwhile, No.
9 was put to work on other lumber railroads until
1950, when it was sold to the Pacific Lumber Company in the Humbolt County town of Scotia. When
Pacific Lumber ended its steam train operations, it
put No. 9 on display outside the company's headquarters. It remained there, exposed to the weather,
for more than sixty years, until the Scotia Community Service District put it up for auction this year.
The Friends of the No. 9, the Marin group, bid
$56,240 for the engine. Locomotive No. 9 is the last
piece of original rail equipment remaining. The next
step is to restore the engine and move it to Marin, a
project that could cost up to $500,000. an amount
that would be privately raised. Contributions can be
made to the Mill Valley Historical Society 375
Throckmorton Ave Mill Valley, Ca 94941.
(Thanks to Carl Nolte, the San Francisco Chronicle)
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June 2018 Meeting Notice
The next regular meeting of the Cincinnati Railroad Club will be held on Thursday, June 7, 2018
at 7:30pm at Harmony Lodge, 646 East Epworth Avenue, Winton Place. Chris Mayhew will present
a program entitled “Photographer E. Donald Smith —Cincinnati and beyond for 36 years”. For more
information call 513-651-RAIL or go to www.cincinnatirailroadclub.org.
The trip on the Cardinal went very well. Everyone is looking forward to the Dinner Train trip
coming up on May 19, 2018. We have a full car of 36 people signed up and paid for this event.
We’ve all seen the ads for Lawyer Groups wanting to represent those who suffer. They are looking for people who suffer from mesofelioma, a great cause of lung cancer. This includes steel mill
workers, asbestos workers and now railroad workers.
An aerial view shows a UP freight (with unmistakeable flag units) up front. Does UP know this?
Are they on it. Good Question...Jim
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