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Dave Puthoff, Editor: headlight.markers@yahoo.com 

Jack Haap, Circulation: rjhaap@zoomtown.com 

Mike Weber, Amtrak: wombatmike@aol.com 

Club Officers 

President:  Chris Mayhew  chris.mayhew611@gmail.com  
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Secretary:  Tom Bredestege   jtbando@fuse.net     

Treasurer: Jack Haap   rjhaap@zoomtown.com 
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Editorôs Comments 

The next gathering of the Cincinnati Railroad 
Club will be our annual Banquet, which will 
be held at the Archbishop's House in Norwood 
on Saturday, November 13: 
        Arrive at 6:00. Sit at 6:30. 
        Catered Menu will be Beef Tips and  
        Turkey Pot Pie + three side dishes. 
        Cookies and Brownies for dessert. 
Cost will be $25 per person. Free parking.  
Formal invitation, map and r.s.v.p. card will 
be sent soon. 
 
There is no formal membership meeting in 
November.  The next membership meeting 
will be Thursday December 2, at a location 
yet to be determined. 

 
Do you have thoughts and questions that 

youôd like to share in future Headlight & 

Markers?  

Send electronic submissions to: 

 headlight.markers@yahoo.com  

Perhaps youôve thought of submitting an 

article or two --- now would be a great 

time to do so!  

Dave Puthoff 

Aug. ï Sept. 2021 

mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
mailto:headlight.markers@yahoo.com
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Presidentôs Comments 
September, 2021 
By Chris Mayhew 

Chris Mayhew 

Aug. ï Sept. 2021 

Fall 2021, has brought with it many opportunities for the club. Elections, discussion of a potential move back to Cincinnati 
Union Terminal, and the turning of the color of the leaves along all railroad tracks bring changes all around. 
 

The elections resulted with Dave Bossart, Bryan Cash, Jim Corbett, and Scott Smith being elected to the Board of Trustees. I 
want to thank Secretary Tom Bredestege for his Board service, but we certainly hope we can keep him active and busy despite 
not returning to the Board this year. I also want to thank Librarian Paul Osborn for running as a candidate for a Board seat. We 
also hope to keep Paul busy getting books ready for any eventual restart of the library in a physical space. I also want to thank 
Charles Bogart for expressing his interest in a Board seat and for all he does for the clubéespecially all his programs! 
 

Ray Kammer, president of operations and development for Cincinnati Scenic Railway, has offered the club a unique oppor-
tunity to get involved with Ohio Rail Experience this fall and potentially in the spring of 2022, and beyond. Mr. Kammer 
reached out to the club to offer the club a donation of $100 per member who works a day as an Ohio Rail Experience car host 
on their remaining fall trips. To sign up, contact Mr. Kammer directly via email at rkammer@cincinnatiscenicrailway.com. 
 

The Ohio Rail Experience trip dates are: 
Oct. 16: The South Charleston Rocket departs from South Charleston, Ohio, on a trip to Jeffersonville, Ohio, and return on the 
former Detroit Toledo & Ironton. Departure times are 10 a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
Oct. 17: St. Paris Special departs from St. Paris, Ohio, to Maplewood and return. Departure times are 10 a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 
2:45 p.m. 
Oct. 23: DT&I North to the Old Road: This 9.5 hour trip from Leipsic, Ohio to Riga, Michigan, starts boarding at 8:30 a.m. 
Oct. 24: Lima to Quincy: Departure times are 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Oct. 30: Return to the Big Four: This 10-hour trip is from Cincinnati to Greensburg, Indiana, and return. Boarding starts at 
8:40 a.m. 
Oct. 31: North Bend Flyer: This two-hour trip from Cincinnati to Dearborn County, Indiana, will depart at 10 a.m., 12:30 p.m. 
and 3 p.m. 
 

For more information visit https://www.ohiorailexperience.com/2021-schedule-fall 
 

CINCINNATI UNION TERMINAL NEWS 
 

The clubôs board continues to engage with the Cincinnati Museum Center on the idea of leasing space in the Cincinnati Union 
Terminal. The board and club members at meetings in August and September expressed general support for renting the eleva-
tor-accessible third-floor north space and having meetings in a theater space off of the rotunda downstairs. There were two 
people who objected to the idea of the leasing of the third-floor space including one board member. There are still questions to 
work through from the board to Cincinnati Museum Center about the costs of initial renovations, usage, and parking access. 
So, stay tuned as the board has not seen or reviewed lease paperwork yet. CMC is working to provide us an estimate of the cost 
of the work. They are going to communicate how parking might work. And, it looks like as long as we donôt mess with block-
ing the windows with furniture that how the third-floor space will be used will be open to our discretion except that it will be 
members-only access with limited visitors. 
 

Banquet and November 
 

Father Dale Peterka has organized the Saturday, Nov. 13 banquet. Watch your email and look at other areas of this edition of 
Headlight and Markers for details. The banquet serves as the November meeting. There will be no Zoom of the banquet. 
 

Kentucky Steam Heritage Corp. trip 
 

The trip to Ravenna, Kentucky to see Kentucky Steam Heritage Corporation's shops and Chesapeake & Ohio 2716's restoration 
had to be shelved. Buses were not available for a Saturday in the fall. The move to a Wednesday was going to make us lose too 
many members who wanted to go on the trip. So, we are working with Kentucky Steam to organize a Saturday, April 2022, trip 
instead. 

mailto:rkammer@cincinnatiscenicrailway.com
https://www.ohiorailexperience.com/2021-schedule-fall
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Amtrak News 
 

By W. Mike Weber 

Aug. ï Sept. 2021 

Mike Weber 

BREAKING NEWS! éé.  SAVE THE DATE! 
 
Our Annual Banquet will be held at the Archbishop's House in Norwood on Saturday, November 13. 
Arrive at 6:00. Sit at 6:30. 
Catered Menu will be Beef Tips and Turkey Pot Pie + three side dishes. 
Cookies and Bownies for dessert. 
Cost will be $25 per person. Free parking.  
Formal invitation, map and r.s.v.p. card  will be sent soon. 

 

Annual Banquet for Cincinnati Railroad Club 
 

By Fr. Dale Peterka 

The big news this late Friday in September is no news. Congress is still fighting over two infrastructure bills which would bring real 

money to Amtrak. One Infrastructure bill holds about $66 BILLION for Amtrak spread over 6 years --- basically half go to the 

Northeast Corridor, and half goes everywhere else. There would still be the normal budget bills in Congress. For the. Northeast Cor-

ridor  --- think Hudson River tunnels, Baltimore tunnels etc. It is easy to spend $33 Billion. For example ---  Taiwan investing $100 

Billion over 10 rats!!   

 

Out here in the middle of America ---  Amtrak  would  like to  expand  rail services .   The 3-C Corridor is mentioned, plus 

more trains Philly to Pittsburgh, and maybe beyond. New services out of Chicago. The states need to show an inter-

est.  Our CARDINAL has some people in the Senate quietly supporting a daily train, after almost 37 years of 3 days a 

week.  Amtrak wants 3 new routes out of New York to Pennsylvania cities in the 150-to-80 mile range.  Amtrak would love a sec-

ond train LA to Phoenix.  Look at the population of those cities!!  They want Tennessee to Atlanta service. If that should happen. the 

possible extensions are obvious. 

 

Short  trains?   Amtrak lost   many mechanical people during the Pandemic.  (Which is still with 

us).  Many cars were sidelined.  They will be creeping out all winter, as mechanical trades can deal with it. They real-

ly want to get crew sleepers out there so they can sell those popular and pricey rooms!! (Not put crew in 

them).  I would love a Beech Grove tour about now.  Amtrak is taking mini steps to get back to feeding coach passengers in dining 

cars. With Covid, it is step-by-step to get it done well and safely. Meals in sleeper class in western trains are GOOD again.    I expe-

rienced eating in my room as the safest option. However, the STARLIGHT allows you to eat alone in diner, if desired.  The free 

meals in sleeper class are obviously paid for in the price of the ticket.    Passengers love the dining car experience, but it is a loss-

leader, and advertising for the trains. 

 

The Siemens coaches being sent to Chicago are s till not in revenue service. I have heard various reasons for this and maybe insur-

ance is the one I believe most.  All VIEWLINER  2 cars have been delivered from CAF in New York.  Many are still not in use!! 

 

Being somewhat of a supporter of passenger rail, I like to look at OT performance around the Midwest.    With 134 miles in 

Michigan now at 110 mph, it is a great ride Kalamazoo to Porter Indiana, then for the next 45 miles, it is the dance with freight traf-

fic. Anything goes. The Chicago-to-St. Louis line is seeing many 20-minute early arrivals now that much track is 90 mph. Amtrak is 

using the speed to boost on-time performance. Want to run faster schedules??   High level platforms really help.  Up-and-down steps 

with baggage cost about 20 minutes between Portland and Seattle by my count!! 

New River trains are cancelled again this year due to Covid. Hospital beds in West Virginia are at capacity. (And the state started 

out so well!!) 

The historic Pullman Shops and Hotel in south Chicago have re-opened. At least they had an opening --- not sure if Covid has shut 

that down yet or not. A great potential CRRC trip Via South Shore RR to  Kensington. 

Infrastructure. Maybe by this time next week?? 
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Raising A Railfan 

By Jeff Hirsh 

Most four-year-olds know their ABCôs.  They know their numbers.  But only the four-year-old child or 

grandchild of a railfan knows the following: ñPlease stay behind the yellow line until the train has come to 

a complete stop in the station.ò 

My four-year-old grandson Nate knows that phrase by heart.  And earlier this summer (before the Delta 

variant of COVID-19 started spreading), he and I and other family members waited behind the yellow line 

at the Glenview, IL station for Nateôs first Amtrak ride é a short run on a Hiawatha to Milwaukee and 

back. 

I tell you this because as railfans, all of us were once Nate é a little kid ex-

cited by a big train.  And we all probably had a mentor, be it a parent, grand-

parent, sibling, or friend, who encouraged or at least tolerated our budding 

interest. 

And so All Aboard!  As I describe this trip, I think youôll see a bit of your-

self as either the child looking out the window, or the adult, watching the 

child get that first sense of ñwow, this is fun!ò  This is about Raising a Rail-

fan. 

But hold on.  Of course, the train was late.  The Metra commuter run which 

preceded our Hiawatha was about half an hour behind schedule, so Amtrak 

was delayed as well. 

While most preschoolers are learning the difference between horses and 

cows, the railfan preschooler knows the difference between a Metra train and an Amtrak train.  And, of 

course, in Chicago, you also have to emphasize the letter ñLò in the ABCôs é as in the ñLò mass transit 

system of the CTA.  

When Amtrak #333 did arrive in Glendale, (locomotive, four cars, locomotive), it was quickly apparent 

that our party of seven (five adults, Nate, and Nateôs 10-month-old brother Ryan) could not sit anywhere 

near each other in the coaches.  Each pair of seats was either full, or occupied by one person. 

But we had a good crew.  ñFollow me,ò said the conductor, escorting 

us to the front car é a caf® car without food service, but with tables 

which could be used for passengers.  The conductor cleared off the 

area he had been using, and our large party then had that table, plus 

an empty one across the aisle.  

Nate had a great time looking out the window, while I chatted with 

the conductor.  My wife Jennifer informed him that I once worked 

for Amtrak during my college days (summer job), so we had a nice 

talk. 

The ñHiawathas,ò he told me, used to be seven cars before COVID.  But now, with fewer passengers com-

muting to Chicago (yes, people do that from Milwaukee), the consist has been shortened. 

Milwaukeeôs train station is a multi-modal depot, with buses sharing the facility with Amtrak.  The cityôs 

streetcar stops across the street.  With limited time due to our late arrival (no time made up by #333), we 

passed on the streetcar and walked to a nearby restaurant. 

On our return trip, we once again experienced good customer service.  Our large party was allowed to 

board first, letting us find seats. 

 

Jeff, grandson Nate, Nateôs dad 

Aug. ï Sept. 2021 
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Passenger compliance with mandatory masking was, as far as I could tell, nearly 100%.  I say nearly, because 

two guys across the aisle from us (they got on after we did and there was nowhere to move) were drinking, 

and drinking, and drinking. They werenôt too loud, except when talking on a cell phone explaining to some 

friend they were downing ña couple of bloodys,ò as in bloody Marys. 

They told the conductor they were only drinking tomato juice, and he politely asked them to put their masks 

back on when they finished.  Any bets as to whether they did?  I feel sorry for crew members who have to deal 

with this. 

But besides the two boozers, it was a terrific time.  Yes, the trains were late, but it was a good Amtrak start for 

Nate. 

My railfan life began at about the same age. Actually, it started way before that.  You see, my parents met on 

at train ï the Day Cape Codder of the New Haven Railroad, after WWII.  My father, a veteran, was traveling 

with a friend, and waiting in line for the diner. 

My mom was also traveling with a friend, and thanks to 

dining car communal seating, the four of them were placed 

at the same table.  The rest, as they say, is history. 

So I guess my love of trains is hereditary.   

My dad, not really a railfan himself, was the adult who en-

couraged the hobby.  I was told we watched trains on the 

New York, Susquehanna, and Western (Susie Q) when I 

was a toddler in New Jersey. 

After moving across the Hudson River to New York, we 

went on trips to such exotic places as Albany, NY and 

Pottstown, PA.  I later graduated to taking my own rides, 

and quite frankly have not stopped since. 

But will grandson Nate follow in grandpaôs railfan footsteps?  Iôm not sure.  Right now, heôs more into sharks, 

and I donôt mean the Baldwin locomotive. 

On the other hand, after our Milwaukee excursion, my younger daughter (Nateôs mom) said he called her 

aside and told her ñThat was fun. When can we do it again?ò 

Elkhorn City, located in Pike County, Kentucky, was the point at which the Chesapeake & Ohio Railwayôs 
Big Sandy Valley Subdivision track joined the Clinchfield Railroadôs track. At the site of the former Elkhorn 

City Union Station, next to the junction point of the two railroads, Elkhorn City has established a railroad 
museum. The museum features both outdoor and indoor exhibits and honors both railroads. Mary Ann and I 
recently followed the CSXT track from Paintsville, Kentucky, to Dante, Virginia. During our stop trackside 

at Elkhorn City, we met the Elkhorn City mayor who kindly arranged to have the railroad museum opened 
for us to visit. The museum is staffed by volunteers and thus is not always open at posted times. The museum 
is well worth visiting. The photos on display inside of the museum concerning local rail operations could fill 

an Arcadia book.  

If possible, plan a visit to the Big Sandy Valley during 2022 to see the remains of a once great and prosper-
ous railroad system. The area is in a steep economic decline due to the closing of the coal mines and the flee-

ing of the younger generation for Lexington, Louisville, and Cincinnati. 

The Elkorn City Kentucky Railroad Museum 
 

By Charles H. Bogart 

Aug. ï Sept. 2021 
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An overall view of the Elkhorn City 
Railroad Museum from the parking 

lot. CSXT railroad track is just be-
yond the caboose. Mary Ann and 
Molly are waiting for the arrival of 

the museum volunteer with the key 
to the buildingôs door.  The Levisa 
Fork of the Big Sandy River is di-

rectly behind the museum. The first 
floor of the building is full of rail-
road material related to the region. 

The upstairs contains a gallery of 
railroad related photographs and a 
small library. The museum building 

was formerly the office building of a 
local coal company.   

The museumôs Clinchfield and 
Chessie cabooses and the C&O 
Railyard water standpipe, which 
was used for filling a steam lo-
comotiveôs water tender. 

Some of the Chessie Sys-
tem Maintenance-of-Way 
equipment on display. 

Aug. ï Sept. 2021 
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Last day of C&O 
passenger train 

service 

Seat from President Taftôs Presidential train. 
Note the sign board on the seat ñCinti RR 
Club.ò There must be a story as to why this 
sign board is on this chair in the Elkhorn City 
Railroad Museum. The volunteer taking us 
around said it had always been on the seat.    

Among the items on display in the 
museum is a C&O velocipede.  

Aug. ï Sept. 2021 
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